FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 
VOLUME 2 #1

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, planning and general interest.  If you have a contribution or wish other items posted in this “Update”, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 01-1-00 to 4-1-00.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“The Chemists are a strange class of mortals, Impelled by an almost insane impulse to seek their pleasure among smoke and vapor, soot and flame, poisons and poverty, yet among all these evils I seem to live so sweetly, that I may die if I would change places with the Persian King.” Johann Becher   

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

THE CENTECH GROUP 

www.centechgroup.com
A web site with a lot of information on various products, including radiological and biological.  They distribute detection, individual and collective protection, decontamination equipment and services for the first responder community.      

                              SERC AND LEPC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
1-10-00, Camp Murray, Washington


NOTE  This is a change of dates


3-2-00 In Bellevue, WA.  In conjunction with the annual WWEN conference.  0900

OREGON
January 28, 2000, Salem, Quarterly

LEPC meeting.  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
4-18 & 19-2000  Juneau

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

1-8 to 1-9-00

ICS Operations

Oregon CSEPP

541-966-9640








Pendelton


Stan Ross

1-10 to 1-14-00
Radiation Safety at

EPA at Boise


Diane Ruthruff




at Superfund Sites





206 553 5139

1-11 to 1-12-00
ICS Planning Section
Multnomah County

503-618-2363












Maria Kintaro

1-15 to 1-16-00
Intro to ICS


Columbia Co., Oregon
503-397-2990












John Clouse

1-18 to 1-20-00
ICS



Emmett, ID


BDS Training at











bds@bds.state.id.us

1-25-00

Exercise design &

Camp Murray, WA

253-512-7043

1-26 to 1-27-00
ICS Planning Section 
Columbia CO, OR

503 397 2990

1-31 to 2-2-00
EOC Operations

Idaho Falls


BDS Training at











bds@bds.state.id.us
2-2-00


WMD Operations

WA State at Spokane
253 512 7043

2-3-00


WMD, Hospital Provider
WA State at Spokane
253 512 7043

2-1 to 2-3-00

Sampling for Hazardous 
EPA at Boise


206 553 5139




Materials
  





Diane Ruthruff

2-8 to 2-9-00

Intro to ICS


Gresham, OR


503 618 2363

2-12 to 2-13-00
ICS, Logistics


OR at Pendelton

503 378 2911

2-15 to 2-17-00
Mass Fatalities

ID at Coeur d’Alene
   bds@bds.state.id.us 

2-16 to 2-17-00
ICS, Safety Officer

Portland


503 823 3738

2-22-00

WMD, Awareness

WA State at Wenatchee
253 512 7043

2-23-00

WMD, Operations


“              “

     “          “

2-24-00

WMD, IC System


“               “

     “          “

2-28 to 3-1-00
Air Monitoring

EPA at Boise


Diane Ruthruff












206 553 5139

3-1 to 3-3-00

Terrorism Information 
Columbia Co, OR

503 397 2990




Officer







John Clouse

3-6 to 3-10

Hazardous Materials 
EPA at Anchorage

Diane Ruthruff




Incident response, Operations



206 553 5139

3-9-00


WMD, IC System

WA State at Camp Murray
253 512 7043

3-11 to 3-12-00
ICS, Incident Commander
OR at Pendelton

503 378 2911

3-11 to 3-12-00
ICS Logistics


Columbia Co., OR

503 397 2990

3-14 to 3-16-00
Designs for Air Impact
EPA at Silverdale, WA
206 553 5139


Assessments at Hazardous Waste sites




Diane Ruthruff


PREREQUISITE is Air Monitoring course

3-14 to 3-15-00
ICS Finance section

Clackamas Co., OR

503 655 8378

3-15 to 3-16-00
Basic PIO


ID at Pocatello
     bds@bds.state.id.us 

3-21 to 3-23-00
EOC Operations

ID at Rexburg


“               “

3-28 to 3-30

EOC Operations

ID at Sandpoint

“               “

3-22 to 3-23-00
ICS Operations

Washington CO, OR

503 642 0369

3-28 to 3-30-00
Chemical Accident 

EPA at Silverdale, WA
Diane Ruthruff




Prevention Auditing





206 553 5139

3-28 to 3-30-00
ICS, Information Officer
OR at Pendelton

503 378 2911

3-28 to 3-30-00
Information Officer, 

Multnoma County

503 618 2363





Terrorism





Maria Kintaro

EXERCISES

5-10-00
Annual CSEPP exercise, Umatilla, Oregon

Contact:  Eric Richardson, (425) 487 4795.

6-13 & 6-14-00
Medical drills for WNP2 at Pasco and

Contact:  Larry Moore


Kennewick





FEMA 425 487 4743

6-15-00
DOE Drill “Bold Endeavor”  Richland

          “               “

6-17-00
Emergency Worker drill for WNP2



“               “


at Connell, WA

7-27-00
LAB Drill for WNP2 and Oregon at
Corvallis

“               “

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL THE INFORMATION TO ME


MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming conferences

COHMED (Cooperative Hazardous Materials Enforcement 

Development)

April 16 – 20, 00

Holiday Inn, Orlando, FL

October 15 – 19, 00

Providence, RI

April 22 – 26, 01

Las Vegas, NV

WA STATE FIRE TRAINING & SAFETY OFFICERS CONF


Lakeway Inn, Bellingham, WA  888-671-1011, March 6-9,00

FDIC West.  Fire Department Instructors Conference, Sacramento, CA.   For packet, call 888-TEL-FDIC


March 27 – April 1, 2000

HAZMAT 2000 Spills Prevention Conference, St. Louis.   For more information see; www.nrt.org/hazmat2000. 


April 4 – 6, 2000

12TH ANNUAL NASTTPO CONF. & HMEP GRANT WKSHOP


Hartford, Conn.   paula.mckinney@tdh.state.tx.us  or (512) 834 6603 Ext 2432

THECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  

Workshop & Exhibition.  “Moving Preparedness, Mitigation and Response Into the Next Century”  Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO.  303-384-6497 or, www.nrel.gov/surviving_disaster 


Sponsored by FEMA & National Renewable Energy Laboratory, in conjunction with Dept of Energy.  
June 11 – 15, 2000

 IAFC ANNUAL HAZMAT CONFERENCE


 June 1 – 4, 2000
Hunt Valley (Baltimore County) Maryland

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE


August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 

POTPOURRI

1) In case you have not been to this site lately, you might want to check out several articles in the Resource Center section of www.chem-bio.com .  One of the good articles is on Liability at Decontamination scenes.  It is a letter fro EPA to a HazMat team in Maryland.       

2) MY 2 CENTS WORTH.  I have noticed a number of times in the last year that when running an exercise a good number of people are allowing  agencies to “simulate” certain items.  The items I have noticed have ranged from decontamination to press releases.  It would seem to me that the purpose of an exercise is to practice what you have planned.  If simulation is used, you are not able to actually demonstrate the skill.  I would appreciate your thoughts on this.      

3) HEADS UP.  On one of the HazMat sites I came across a warning from Durham County (NC?).  On the weekend of 12-11 a medic unit at a structure fire noticed an unusual object near and almost under their rig.  It turns out that the device was an actual anti-personnel device that had been initiated but had been rendered ineffective by landing in a puddle of water, and failed to detonate.  This county is now leaving an individual to watch over rigs at all times.  In addition, they are not leaving the station open or vehicles left unattended on the station pad.  Please refer to last months article about thefts from fire stations and attempts to gain entry to them.   UPDATE about a week after this was received, an arrest was made of a teenager who constructed the device.  He is being held on felony charges.  

4) If you read about the pair arrested recently in California who plotted to blow up two huge propane storage tanks, the threat assessment is now in.  Lawrence Livermore Labs said a successful attack on either tank would cause a firestorm as far out as 14 kilometers and cause a fatality rate as high as 50% up to five miles away.  Now, that’s a BLEVE!  Have you assessed all of your Propane storage areas? 

5) From “Tip of the WEEK” a listing of a number of the EPA websites;

RCRA
www.epa.gov/osw - 

www.epa.gov/swerust1/mtbe/index.htm  improved MTBE 

site.

www.epa.gov/swerust1/oswermna/index.htm  Improved Monitored Natural Attenuation Web Site


EPCRA/CAA 112r



www.epa.gov/swercepp


www.epa.gov/opptintr/  Pollution prevention & toxics


SUPERFUND



www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/contracts/index.htm 



New Contract management site for superfund and oil spills.



www.epa.gov/superfund/tools/cag/cimap/index.htm 



citizen advisory groups at priorities list sites



www.epa.gov/swerosps/bf  

Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative

www.epa.gov/oilspill/index.htm oil spill program


GENERAL



www.epa.gov/ncea/  Environmental Assessment



www.clu-in.org Hazardous Waste cleanup information



http://es.epa.gov/oeca/osre/  Site remediation enforcement

6) New videos available:  1) A commercially made advertisement for Bomb containment trash cans.  “Bomb Mitigation Container System”  An 8 min 48 sec video.  1999 vintage.  Refer to HM50/109.  

2) “How Do I Know”  A made for CSEPP video on testing procedures for PPE.  1999 vintage, 32 minutes.   Actually a good, short, video on testing procedures for Powered APRs and other PPE.  HM50/110.  This video also comes with a manual, which follows the instruction of the Video.

3) “Re-ACT FAST”  Refresher on Agent Characteristics and Toxicology First Aid and Special Treatment.  This video is a refresher course for CSEPP emergency workers.  It describes the signs and symptoms of chemical agent exposure along with the initial treatment of persons exposed to nerve and blister agents.  The program also includes sections on atropine and 2-Pam Chloride, including the use of auto injectors, appropriate decontamination procedures, the various forms of CSEPP approved PPE, and the donning and doffing of PPE.  Video comes with a Facilitators Guide that follows the video.

4) “Community Challenge:  Hazardous Materials Response and the Emergency Medical System.”  A two-part tape from ATSDR.  Part ! is 25 minutes on the EMS and Part 2 is 25 Minutes on Hospital Handling of Contaminated Patients.  This is accompanied by the three volume written set of manuals A)  Emergency Medical Services B)  Hospital Emergency Departments and C)  Medical Management Guidelines for Acute Chemical Exposure.  Available separately, if you so wish.   Unknown date of production.

5) Who’s In Charge Here?:  Exercising Leadership in an Emergency or Disaster.  Includes a Video, CD’s with the instructor Guide and Student manual and a CD with a PowerPoint presentation.  TRNG30/78.

7) NEW CDs.  1) Accompaniment to the above Videos for CSEPP.  “CSEPP Classroom Training Materials.  These are PowerPoint presentations on Chemical Awareness, ACT FAST, PPE, Decontamination, and Auto-Injectors.  HM50/112.   

2) “Domestic Preparedness, Senior Officials Workshop.”  Contains the Instructor Guide, Student Manual, References, PowerPoint presentation, and Tabs.  June 1999.  TER10/13.

3) “Managing Hazardous Materials Incidents”  From the ATSDR.  The CD version of the three volumes mentioned above in #6 sub 4.  HM50/113.1

8)
BOOK REVIEW.  A very short book review.  I just finished “The Cobra Event” by Richard Preston.  He is the author of the book, “The Hot Zone”  From the back cover, “The book that petrified the President.  Mr. Clinton was so alarmed by…THE COBRA EVENT, which portrays a lone terrorist’s attack on New York City with a genetically engineered virus – that he instructed intelligence experts to evaluate its credibility”  From a personal perspective, it is a very well researched and written book.  If you have not read it, I would highly recommend it.  I found it at Amazon.com, but it may also still be available in bookstores.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month, due to time constraints brought on by the millennium rollover, we will not have a team profile.  This feature will resume next month.  Sorry for the delay.  

TERRORISM

Well, WTO is behind us, thank heaven.  By the time you get this, the Millennium Rollover (New term) will be underway or over and perhaps things will get back to their normal hectic pace.  At least, until December 31, 2000 and the real millennium begins.  

FEMA is now part of a Terrorism Coordination Working group, which will meet monthly to share information on current and projected activities.  This group will produce a monthly status report, and this report will be shared with the regions.  I will capsulate this report in this section from now on as they become available.  Their next meeting is in January.  The FY 2000 budget for terrorism is approximately 31 million, which includes a doubling of the consequence management grants.  It is felt that the same amount will be appropriated for FY 2001.  In addition, this money will help equip some of the USAR teams so that they can function in a WMD environment.  

NDPO is still here.  It will maintain an office near to the FBI Office in Washington D.C.  The first annual report on FEMA Terrorism related activities will be published in FY 2000.  

The Emergency Management Technology Transfer Conference is scheduled for June 11 – 15, 2000.  FEMA is pulling together a group to include law enforcement to determine what they require as first responders in a terrorism incident.  

The Fire Administration has updated HazMat training to include WMD.  FEMA Region X has 1 million for the region for planning and training.  The decision as to where this money goes should be made in January.  

We in Region X got a wake up call in late December, with the arrest of the person who tried to sneak into Washington State with a large amount of explosives.  Complacency kills.  A means of sharing information between Fire, Police and other agencies is becoming increasingly important, talk to your professional counterparts.  Sometimes little things that happen seem unimportant until a lot of them are seen together.  









































































