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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@dhs.gov.

Volume 6, #1

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“ My dog is worried about the economy because Alpo is up to 99 cents a can. That’s almost $7 in dog money.”  Joe Weinstein

“Finance is the art of passing money from hand to hand until it finally disappears.”  Robert W. Sarnoff 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
January 7, 2004, location TBD

SERC page, www.emd.wa.gov/5-ppt/prgms/serc/serc-idx.htm. 

OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC. 2nd Thursday of every odd month, Salem.  0900 – 1500.


LEPC Meetings; 3rd Friday of every month, 0900 – 1500, Fire Marshal’s Office, Salem.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  Website, www2.state.id.us/serc. 

ALASKA
January 29. Juneau.  April 4, location TBD. 


Web Page.  www.ak-prepared.com/serc. 

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
January 21 – 22.  Idaho. Location TBD 


May 19 & 20. Washington State, location TBD


September 15 & 16.  Oregon, location TBD


The website for the RRT is www.rrt10nwac.com.  

AK-RRT
January 27, Anchorage. Held in conjunction with the AK RISC meeting on the 28th.  Capt. Cook Hotel.


Alaska RRT website is, www.akrrt.org. 


Events and Exercise schedule is at, www.akrrt.org/history.shtml. 

Northwest RISC
March 24, 2004, November 17, 2004.

Alaska RISC
January 28, 2004. October 15; January 28, 2004; June 23, 2004; September 22, 2004.

LEPC MEETINGS

If you would like your meeting posted, let me know.

     LEPC
TIME & DATE             LOCATION

Snohomish County
 

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    CONTACT            

1-4 to 1-9-04
Technical Emergency
Center for Domestic

Contact your State




Response Training

Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

1-11 to 1-16-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-25 to 1-30-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-1 to 2-6-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-8 to 2-13-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-22 to 2-27-04
     “                “

     “               “

     “               “

2-29 to 3-5-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-7 to 3-12-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-14 to 3-19-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-28 to 4-2-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-11 to 1-15-04
WMD Incident Command
Center for Domestic

Contact your State




Training Course

Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

1-20 to 1-24-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-1 to 2-5-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-17 to 2-21-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-22 to 2-26-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-7 to 3-11-04
     “                “

     “               “

     “               “

3-28 to 4-1-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-4 to 1-8-04
WMD HazMat Technician
Center for Domestic

Contact your State




Training Course

Preparedness, 

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

1-11 to 1-15-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-20 to 1-24-04
     “               “

     “               “
 
     “               “

1-25 to 1-29-04
     “                “

     “               “

     “               “

2-1 to 2-5-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-8 to 2-12-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-17 to 2-21-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-22- to 2-26-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-29 to 3-4-04
     “               “  

     “               “

     “               “

3-7 to 3-11-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-14 to 3-18-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-28 to 4-1-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-20 to 1-23-04
WMD Hands-On

Center for Domestic 
Contact your State




Training Course

Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

2-17 to 2-20-04
     “                “

     “               “

     “               “

1-4 to 1-10-04
WMD IC & Hands-On

Center for Domestic 
Contact your State




Training Combined

Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

1-25 to 1-31-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-8 to 2-14-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-29 to 3-6-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-14 to 3-20-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-12- to 1-17-04
WMD Law Enforcement
Center for Domestic

Contact your State




Protective Measures &
Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator




Hands-On Training

Anniston, AL

2-2 to 2-7-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-23 to 2-28-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-8 to 3-13-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-29 to 4-3-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-20 to 1-23-04
WMD Law Enforcement
Center for Domestic

Contact your State




Protective Measures

Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator




Training Course

Anniston, AL

2-17 to 2-20-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-4 to 1-10-04
Instructor Training

Center for Domestic

Contact Your State




Course



Preparedness,

WMD Coordinator








Anniston, AL

1-25 to 1-31-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-8 to 2-14-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-29 to 3-6-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

3-14 to 3-20-04
     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

1-12 to 1-17-04
Command & Control

Monmouth, OR

Robert Bennett




of Incident Operations
By NFA 


301 447 1483

1-13 to 1-15-04
Principles of Emergency
Clark County, WA

Mike Gordon




Management






253 512 7049

1-20 to 1-22
 &
Hazardous Waste 

Seattle and Olympia

206 543 1069 or

1-21-04

Dangerous Waste 

Mt. Vernon, WA

Tonya Wolfe




Management


By WA Ecology

360 407 6023




FEE

1-23-04

     “               “

Kelso, WA


     “               “

1-23-04

Refresher Training

WA. By U      http://depts.washington.edu/ehce







of W




This is 4 different days for the same one day class.

1-22 to 1-23-04
HazCat


Eugene, OR Fire.

Stacy Hartsook








By Cadre


503 373 1540

1-27-04

Dangerous Waste

Lynnwood, WA

Tonya Wolfe




Management


By WA Ecology

360 407 6023




FEE

1-29-04

     “               “

Lynnwood, WA

     “               “

2-3-04

     “               “

Yakima, WA


     “               “

1-5-04

     “               “

Spokane, WA


     “               “

2-6 to 2-8-04
CERT Train-the-Trainer
Ellensburg, WA

Jason Ouellette








WA Citizen Corps &

360 407 7475








WA Conservation Corps

2-9 to 2-14-04
Advanced Incident Safety
Anchorage, AK

Robert Bennett




Operations Mngt.

By NFA


301 447 1483

2-10 to 2-12-04
Basic Public Information
Kitsap Co., WA

Mike Gordon




Officer







253 512 7049

2-18-04

WMD: Incident Command
Cowlitz Co., WA

Dave Hodgeboom








By WA DEM



253 512 7051

2-24 to 2-26-04
Emergency Planning

Snohomish Co., WA

Mike Gordon








by WA DEM


253 512 7049

2-25 to 2-27-04
CERT Train-the-trainer
Criminal Justice Trng.
Jason Ouellette








Cntr, Burien, WA.  By
360 407 7475








WA Citizen Corps

2-28 to 2-29-04
Training Operations

Spokane, WA. By NFA
Brian McMahan




for Small Departments




425 392 3433

3-1 to 3-2-04
Health & Safety Officer
Spokane, WA by NFA
Brian McMahan












425 392 3433

3-8 to 3-13-04
Command and Control of
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Robert Bennett




Incident Operations

By NFA


301 447 1483

3-8 to 3-11-04
Emergency Management 
FEMA, Emmitsburg,

Linda Straka




Framework for Tribal
MD.



301 447 1162




Governments.  E580





If you would like more info on this course you may also call me.  Course is 

free with the exception that you must pay for meals.  Travel is covered.

3-20 to 3-21-04
Emergency Response to
Camano Island, WA by
Jeff Hofstad




Terrorism: Strategic

NFA



360 629 3008




Considerations

3-23 to 3-26-03
E155 Building Design
Emmitsburg, MD

Contact your




for Homeland Security
EMI



Local Emergency

Mngt. Office or FEMA

4-5 to 4-10-04
Hazardous Materials

Kenai, AK


Robert Bennett




Incident Management
By NFA


301 447 1483

4-13 to 4-15-03
Annual HazMat Teams
Corvallis, OR


Ken Niles




Radiological course

By Oregon Dept. of

503 378 4906








Energy

5-1 to 5-2-04
Emergency Response to
Kirkland, WA by NFA
Pam Gross




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations


425 556 2263

NOTE FROM Above.  For the Bechtel Technician classes, they would also appreciate a call directly to 702 295 3224 before you coordinate your class with your state WMD coordinator.

ANNISTON NOTE:  These classes are totally funded and free to the applicant.

NOTE #2

WMD Coordinators:  Oregon, Kelly Jo Craigmiles 503 378 2911 ext 22246.  Washington, Dave Hodgeboom 800 562 6108.  Alaska, Ted Smith 907 428 7041.  Idaho, Bill Bishop 208 422 5726.

ADDITIONAL TRAINING SITES OF NOTE

EPA TRAINING SITE FOR REGION X

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/OMP.NSF/af6d4571f3e2b1698825650f0071180a/4c19e0917482cf7b882565a900721156?OpenDocument. 

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING FOR NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND AREA TRAINING

www.nationalfiretraining.gov 

also

www.nwcg.gov go to training.

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;             http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/  .  Please note:  This is a new website address.  All of these courses are free.

EMI has a new course to better prepare small businesses to reduce the consequences of disasters on their business.  To find out more about this course, which will be offered twice at EMI next calendar year, go to, http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/EMICourses/e464.asp. 

MASTER EXERCISE PRACTITIONER PROGRAM

EMI will be offering a series of three courses beginning in FY04 for Master Exercise Practitioner 

Program (MEPP).  This is a performance-based curriculum focused on competencies required 

to plan, develop, design, conduct, and evaluate jurisdiction specific exercises.  There are three 

resident courses and eight proficiency demonstration activities.  There is a pre-requisite of two 

independent study courses, IS-120 An Orientation to Community Disaster Exercises and IS-139 

Exercise Design.  These can be downloaded from the website listed above for independent 

study.   For more information on this program, contact Lowell.ezersky@dhs.gov, or 

rakesh.kaushal@dhs.gov.  

EXERCISES

ALASKA

2-19-04.  Alaska Defense 04.  Juneau.  Homeland Defense Functional Exercise with cruise ship.  CDR 

Will Ellis 907 552 0954

2-2 to 2-6-04.  Cold Weather Joint Training Exercise, Fairbanks.  Statewide HazMat and 103rd CST.  Contact Brian Perlis.

IDAHO

1-13-04.  Region 6 tabletop.  HazMat.  Contact Mark Love 208 226 5605
2-21-04. Functional HazMat exercise.  Location TBD. Contact, Brad Carico, 208 455 3032

2-10. Regional Tabletop.  HazMat. Contact Mark Grimes, mgrimes@magiclink.com. 

4-20.  Regional Tabletop, HazMat.  Contact mgrimes@magiclink.com. 

Oregon

None reported

WASHINGTON

OTHERS

For the Region X (WA, OR, ID) Regional Response Team exercise schedule, please refer to www.rrt10nwac.com/files/schedule/drill_schedule.htm.  If you are interested in drills, this is a good site.      


YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

January 21. San Diego.  Cruise Ship Pollution Prevention Roundtable.  Sponsored by the Pacific States/BC Oil Spill Task Force.  See , www.oilspilltaskforce.org. 

January 22 – 28.  Tampa.  Weapons of Mass Destruction Conference 2004.  Managing Global Threats Through Preparation, Vigilance, Communications and Response.  www.va.gov/wmd. 

February 2 – 6.  Aberdeen Proving Grounds.  Field Management of Chemical and Biological Casualties.  http://ccc.apgea.army.mil/courses/in_house/brochureFCBC.htm. 

February 5 – 8, 2004.  25th Annual International Disaster Management Conference.  Orlando, FL.  www.femf.org/disaster2004.htm. 

February 8 - 11.  The Conference on Nuclear Training and Education.  Orlando, FL.  www.conteonline.org.

February 11 and 12.  Arizona Community Right to Know conference.  See www.dem.state.az.us/azserc. 

March 1.  NRT annual Co-Chairs Convention.  San Diego.  www.mng-ltd.com/nrtconf/index.cfm. 

March 8 – 9.  U.S. Dept of Homeland Security Industry Forum.  Washington, DC.  www.regonline.com/eventinfo.asp?EventId=10845. 

March 29 - April 1.  4th International Symposium on Aviation Emergencies.  Managing credible threats.  Weehawken, NJ.  www.edmus.info. 

March 30 – April 1.  Raleigh, NC.  Homeland First Response Conference and Exhibition.  www.homelandfirstresponse.com. 

April 13 – 14, 2004.  Partners in Preparedness.  Bellevue, WA  check their site at, http://capps.wsu.edu/emergencyprep. 

April 14 – 15.  Arlington, VA.  Advances in Consequence Management for Radiological Terrorism Events.  See, www.ncrp.com. 

May 2004.  Hot Zone. EPA HazMat Conference, San Antonio, Texas.  www.hotzone.org. 

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

FEMA has redesigned CHER-CAP to include all-hazards.  This would include; 

floods, earthquakes, chemical spills, terrorist incidents and all other types 

of emergencies.  To encompass all hazards, CHER-CAP has been renamed, it 

is now Community Hazards Emergency Response Capability Assurance 

Process.  Same Acronym.  It will utilize a comprehensive capability assurance 

methodology that includes risk assessment, a review and crosswalk of 

emergency operations planning and standard operating procedures, 

connecting training resources with needs, both tabletop and peer-evaluated 

full-scale exercises, reporting, documentation and sustaining continual 

improvements.  

If you would like more information, please contact me.  The logo on the front 

of this document does not yet reflect the new wording.

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1) If you are interested in learning more about Prussian Blue, try www.orau.gov/reacts/prussian.htm.  From what I am learning, anyone who is considering using this should know a lot more about it, as there are a lot of side effects.  

2) Two short, but interesting articles in the November issue of Law and Order Magazine.  They are law enforcement oriented, but still good.  1)  Media Relations:  PIOs Must Know a Little about a Lot.  2)  Training:  Stretch Your Training Dollars.   Both are available. 

3) In the December issue of Police Magazine there is another, more lengthy and in-depth article, on PIOs.  How to Cope With the Press.  Keep your cool when reporters are beating down your door.  Available.

4) For those people who might be interested in liability issues for volunteers, try,   www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/14503.html.  For some reason this would not appear as a link, you will have to type in the address.  

5) A new safety CD-ROM entitled NIOSH Safety Checklists Program for Schools and Other Safety Databases is available.  This guides users with limited occupational safety and health background in setting up and running a safety and environmental program at their vocational and technical schools.  www.cdc.gov/niosh/email-pubs.html. 

6) Hospitals and Community Emergency Response – What You Need to Know.  www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3152/osha3152.html. And, Training Marine Oil Spill Response Workers Under OSHA’s Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard.  www.osha-slc.gov/Publications/osha3172.pdf. 

7) DOT Chart 12 is available at, www.state.oh.us/odps/homelandsecurity/chart.pdf.  11 MB.  

8) From the Rand Corporation.  Protecting Emergency Responders: Community Views of Safety and Health Risks and Personal Protection Needs, Vol. 2.  This one is a cost item and you can view ordering information at , www.rand.org/Abstracts/placeorder.html.  Item number MR-1646-NIOSH, by Tom LaTourrette and others.

9) EPA issued an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking on November 18 seeking comments on the possibility of allowing low-activity radioactive waste to be disposed of at hazardous waste sites or ordinary solid waste landfills.  For more information on this, visit www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2003/November/Day-18/f28651.htm. 
10) Mass Trauma Preparedness and Response.  www.cdc.gov/masstrauma.  Explosive and Blast Injuries, www.cdc.gov/masstrauma/preparedness/primer.htm.  Mass Trauma Mental Health Survey Instrument. www.cdc.gov/masstrauma/response/mhsurvey.htm. 

11) GAO report, Challenges in Achieving Interoperable Communication With First Responders.   www.gao.gov/new.items/d04231t.pdf.  21 pages.

12) OSHA has a new chemical safety and health information web page.  It features recognition, evaluation and control of chemical reactive hazards, and includes compliance requirements and available training resources.  Visit, www.osha.gov/dep/reactivechemicals. 

13) Drinking Water: Experts’ View on How Future Federal Funding Can Best Be Spent to Improve Security.  www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-29. . 

14) Good article in the December issue of Occupational Health & Safety.  The Lowdown on Regulatory Reporting: It is important to know which hazardous materials you have, how much you have, and exactly where it is located.  Available.  

15) The Electronic Library of Construction Occupational Safety and Health, developed by the Center to Protect Workers Rights is available at; www.cdc.gov/elcosh/index.html. 

16) The December issue of Firehouse Magazine has two articles of interest.  1)  Major Hydrogen Peroxide Spill.  About a train derailment, and 2)  Acid Cargo Tank Overturn Accident, also about a train derailment.  Available.

17) Looking for a competency check-off list?  North Central Florida Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team has one that checks 107 performance based skills.  You can find it at, http://ncflepc.org/RHMT/tech/competencies.html. 

18) Responding to Residential Carbon Monoxide Incidents – Guidelines for Fire and Other Emergency Responders.  www.cpsc.gov/LIBRARY/FOIA/FOIA04/os/Resident.pdf. 

19) The American Waterworks Association has announced that its seminar, Vulnerability Assessments for Small and Medium Water Utilities will be offered at no cost to employees of drinking water utilities serving fewer than 50,000 customers.  More information and registration at.  www.awwa.org/education/seminars. 

20) The Journal of Environmental Management for December/January has a good article titled. Clandestine Drug Labs: New regulations and environmental issues. Available.

21) . Method for Developing Arrangements for Response to a Nuclear or Radiological Emergency.  www-pub.iaea.org?MTCD/publications/PDF/Method2003_web.pdf. For some reason this will not show as a link, but if you type it in, you will get a 278 page report.  






AVAILABLE LIST

The Region X Lending Library List, consists of, books, videos, and CDs.  We have over 650 titles.  Some of the titles are; HazMat, Terrorism, Fire, Arson, Emergency Management, Floods and so forth.  These items are available (3 items at a time) by mail.  The only cost to you is to mail them back.  This list is available to all.  If you have not updated your mailing list in the last three months or so, you should order a new one.  You can do this by email or phone.  Presently, the Region X lending library is undergoing an updating of much of the material to digital.  Until this is complete, most titles will be unavailable.  As of 12-23-03,  still working on this.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

If you have a suggestion as to a book, CD or video you would like to see carried in the library, please forward that idea to me.  I will make every attempt to obtain whatever it is that you need.   

MODE

TITLE

REFERENCE #
  DESCRIPTION

COUNTERTERRORISM

1) An article in the Government Executive in November states that Representative Christopher Cox of California has a goal to get Washington smarter about the way it distributes homeland security money for first responders, and to stop treating these funds as the latest form of pork-barrel spending.  His proposal would require HSD to award its first-responder grants solely on the basis of how likely a location is to be attacked by terrorists.  He wants to merge information about known threats with data about critical infrastructure’s vulnerability to an attack.  He would then have the department use the results to produce a list of priorities for it’s first-responder spending.  I, for one, wish him well and lots of success. 

2) Available from the Chemical and Biological Defense Information Analysis Center (CBIAC) at www.cbiac.apgea.army.mil, 1) CD-ROM Proceedings of the 2001 Scientific Conference on Chemical and Biological Defense Research.  2)  Homeland Insecurity: Building the Expertise to Defend America from Bioterrorism.  www.ourpublicservice.org/usr_doc/Homeland_Insecurity_Building_the_Expertise_to_Defend-America_from_Bioterrorism.pdf. 3)  $10.00.  Medical Aspects of Biological Agents.  4)  Law Enforcement Officers Guide for Responding to Chemical Terrorist Incidents.  Also $10.00.  

3) Firefighter Quick Reference Card for Mass Casualty Decontamination, www.ecbc.army.mil/downloads/mirp/firefighter_quick_ref_02.pdf. And, Firefighter Quick Reference Card for a Suspected Chem/Bio Attack.  www.ecbc.army.mil/downloads/mirp/firefighter_quick_ref_01.pdf. 
4) The 28 November issue of Science Magazine has an article following up on the possible sources for the creation of the Anthrax delivered to the Senate in 2001.  www.sciencemag.org. Thanks to Roger Pressentin for this info.

5) Coping With an Attack, A Quick Guide to Dealing with Biological, Chemical and ‘Dirty Bomb’ Attacks.  A poster from the Center for Technology and National Security Policy.  www.ndu.edu/ctnsp/wmd_tipsheet.htm. 

6) From Canada.  Office of Public Health Security, Counter-Terrorism Coordination and Health Information Networks Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Resource links.  www.hc-sc.gc.ca/pphb-dgspsp/cepr-cmiu/ophs-bssp/links_index_e.html. 

7) The November/December issue of Homeland First Response has a number of interesting articles. 1)  Don’t Blame the Feds for Local Weaknesses.  The main obstacles to being adequately prepared lie at grassroots level.  Local authorities & rescue personnel have operated independently for far too long.  2)  Testing Suspicious White Powders.  3)  Secretary Ridge Approves Initial National Response Plan.  4)  Bio-Terror Response.  Effective containment will hinge on uncommon cooperation, training and planning.  5)  WMD in the ED.  Hospital-Based mass decon: Training scenarios and assumptions reconsidered.  All are available.  

8) A good comment by Louis Molino I saw in the Arizona Gatekeeper.  “You don’t have to be ready for all the CBRNE agents, only the agent that the terrorist that comes to your city on your shift uses.”   He also suggests the need for a true “All Hazards Approach” to Emergency Planning in general.   Good words, in my opinion.  

9) Guiding Principles for Chemical Accident Prevention, Preparedness, and Response.  From the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  www.oecd.org/document/61/0,2340,en_2649_34369_278921_1_1_1_37465,00.html. 

10) An article from Arizona talks about “dozens” of warheads designed to be “dirty bombs” are missing from the breakaway region of Moldova in Eastern Europe.  You can read the article at, www.news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=1349042003. 

11) From The Homeland Security Report.  Just a part.  “Federal investigators have documented 1.300 cases of lost, stolen or abandoned radioactive material inside the United States over the last five years and have concluded there is a significant risk that terrorists could cobble enough together for a ‘dirty bomb.’ ..While most have been recovered, the report cited a handful of harrowing, unsolved losses.”  Source: Canadian Press.

12) Maritime Vulnerability Self-Assessment Tool.  Contact Nick Lakis at, nick.lakis@dhs.gov. 

13) A Biosecurity Checklist for School Foodservice Programs: Developing a Biosecurity Management Plan.  From USDA.  http://schoolmeals.nal.usda.gov/Safety/biosecurity.pdf.  48 pages.  I am sure there are kids out there that already think the food in their school is biohazardous.  (editorial comment only)  

14) Although it is concerned primarily with the Chicago part of TOPOFF II, the November/December issue of Homeland Protection Professional has series of articles on the subject.  Available.

15) Interested in domestic terrorism?  A good article in the November issue of Homeland Defense Journal titled The Mystery of Wasco County.  This is about the Rajneesh takeover of Antelope, Oregon, and the lessons learned from this.  Available.

16) The 5th Gilmore Terrorism Commission report is now out at, www.rand.org/nsrd/terrpanel/ .  

17) WMD Terrorism Database. From the Center of Nonproliferation Studies.  http://cns.miis.edu/db/wmdt_demo/index.htm. 

18) I have a copy of the TOPOFF after action report in my terrorism files if you would like to have it electronically.  

AFTERTHOUGHTS

CSEPP

The next exercise planning meeting for the 2004 Umatilla CSEPP exercise, is scheduled for the Hermiston Fire Station three at 0900 on December 18.  The exercise in 2004 is scheduled for May 5, a daytime exercise.

ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS

You may contact Rob Carnahan, the Region X Fire Grants Coordinator, at 425 487 4751 (Robert.carnahan@dhs.gov) for information.  Rob is now working just halftime, so it may be a while before he is able to respond to you.  Our second point of contact is Gil Eggleston at 425 487 4797.

The most current grant, program and training information is always available at, www.usfa.fema.gov/applications/listserv/usfamail.cfm.  Visit this site and sign up for email updates.  

Tucked away in the FY 2004 National Defense Authorization Act, H.R. 1588 is a $7.7 billion grant program aimed at improving the capabilities of fire departments to respond to emergency incidents and threats of terrorism.  These are called the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grants.  This program is designed to run for 7 years.  The President is, at this point in time, supposed to sign this bill.

As I learn more about whether on not ODP will take over the Fire Grant program, I will let you know what is going on, or what I know.  

CERT – CITIZEN CORPS

Contact Fred Bretsch at 425 487 4512 for more information.

Look for a joint CERT conference coming up in June of 2004 in Boise.  This will be held in conjunction with Region VIII.  More information to follow.   The funding stream for Citizen Corps/CERT is now in the hands of ODP (Office of Domestic Preparedness).  FEMA will still work with the States to coordinate until the funding issue is totally settled.  

RADIOLOGICAL

From the TECH Beat, Fall 2003

Radiological Detection: Instrumentation available at no cost.

“Agencies have a new source for equipment – the Homeland Defense Equipment Reuse (HDER) program.  Jointly sponsored by the Department of Homeland Security’s Office for Domestic Preparedness (ODP) and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Assets Utilization, National Center of Excellence for Materials Recycle, the program provides surplus radiological detection instrumentation and other equipment and needed training and technical support.  All excess Federal Government equipment available through the program has been rehabilitated and is available to first-responder agencies across the Nation at no charge.

Mobile teams from ODP’s Domestic Preparedness Equipment Technical Assistance Program (DPETAP) will offer on-site equipment and maintenance training and provide technical information.  (Training covers the classes of available equipment, not specific makes and models.)  Also, volunteers from local chapters of the Health Physics Society, a nonprofit scientific professional organization whose mission is to promote the practice of radiation safety, can perform field checks and basic maintenance, provide hands-on refresher training, and answer questions.  The volunteers also will check the equipment when agencies receive it.  Available items include – handheld dose rate meters (Ionization chambers); Electronic Pulsers; Microrem meters; Count rate meters for contamination surveys; Instrument probes (alpha and gamma scintillation and Geiger Mueller [G-M] probes); Pocket ionization chambers (self-reading pocket dosimeters).

Actual items available at any particular point in time will vary; quarterly inventory lists will be provided.  Agencies may request items every quarter, but HDER reserves the right to limit the items given to a particular agency or agencies to ensure equality in distribution.

For more information about the HDER program, call the ODP helpline, 800-368-6498.  For more information about DPETAP training, visit www.nlectc.org/equipment/hder.html. 

Badges? We need those stinking badges!

Article from the IAFC Critical Infrastructure Program Info gram.

“The CIPIC learned that the theft or disappearance of police uniforms, badges, and gear during this year has law enforcement authorities worried that terrorists might use such items to gain access to the critical infrastructures and high-security areas of the country.  ‘Hundreds of official identification cards, badges, decals, uniforms, and government license plates have been reported stolen or lost,’ said a recent state police bulletin.  Last month, another police department reported that a box containing 50 new badge-sets was stolen.  Additionally, security experts are concerned about the ‘worldwide proliferation of individuals or companies  that traffic in high-quality imitations of emergency vehicles as well as uniforms.’

Chief officers of emergency departments must be made aware of the above information in order to reconsider the threat to and vulnerabilities of their own critical infrastructures.  Furthermore, the CIPIC suggests that first responders remain vigilant for police impersonators wearing incomplete or inappropriate uniforms and driving suspicious or copycat police vehicles.  Caution is particularly recommended at incidents involving a large number of responders and critical assets.  Finally, it is advisable for fire/EMS leaders to review and update their internal procedures pertaining to stolen or lost department property.”

TOXIC CHEMICAL TRAINING COURSE FOR MEDICAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL.

This course, which is designed for physicians, physicians assistants, paramedics, and nurses as well as emergency response personnel who are in the area of a chemical stockpile, will again be offered at Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland.  The date is March 29 – April 2, 2004.  For more information, call Lisa Scott at 443 402 2666.  Applications must be received no later than February 2.  
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