FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@dhs.gov.
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QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“ So many of our dreams seem impossible, then improbable, then inevitable.”  Christopher Reeve

“The future ain’t what it used to be.”  Yogi Berra 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
January 7, 2004, location TBD

SERC page, www.emd.wa.gov/5-ppt/prgms/serc/serc-idx.htm. 

OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC. 2nd Thursday of every odd month, Salem.  0900 – 1500.


LEPC Meetings; 3rd Friday of every month, 0900 – 1500, Fire Marshal’s Office, Salem.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  Website, www2.state.id.us/serc. 

ALASKA
January. Juneau  


Web Page.  www.ak-prepared.com/serc. 

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
January 21 – 22.  Idaho. Location TBD 


May 19 & 20. Washington State, location TBD


September 15 & 16.  Oregon, location TBD


The website for the RRT is www.rrt10nwac.com.  

AK-RRT
January 27, Anchorage. Held in conjunction with the AK RISC meeting on the 28th.  Capt. Cook Hotel.


Alaska RRT website is, www.akrrt.org. 


Events and Exercise schedule is at, www.akrrt.org/history.shtml. 

Northwest RISC
November 12, 2003, March 24, 2004, November 17, 2004.

Alaska RISC
January 28, 2004. October 15; January 28, 2004; June 23, 2004; September 22, 2004.

LEPC MEETINGS

If you would like your meeting posted, let me know.

     LEPC
TIME & DATE             LOCATION

Snohomish County
 November 6. 1000
Skagit County DEM





 This will be a NW Region LEPC Meeting in 

 Mount Vernon, WA.  For more information, Call 

 Mike McCallister at Snohomish Couth DEM, 

 425 423 7635. They will be discussing the 

 sharing of resources and developing a list for 

 those resources.

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    CONTACT            

11-3 to 11-7-03
Emergency Response
Valdez, AK By EPA, AK 
Todd Perkins




to HazMat Incidents

DEC  & 103 CST

907 428 6620

11-4 to 11-6-03
Emergency Medical

Salem, OR by Oregon
Kelly Jo Craigmiles




Services Operations &
Emergency Mngt.
         503 3732911 x22246




Planning for WMD

11-3-03

8 Hr Hazwoper refresher
Juneau, AK


SeaPro




FEE Class






907 225 7002

11-3 to 11-7-03
Emergency Response to
Valdez, AK by EPA 

George Keeney




Hazmat Incidents





907 835 4473


11-3 to 11-4-03
WMD Awareness

Bechtel Nevada Counter
Contact your State




Instructor TTT

Terrorism Ops Support
WMD Coordinator

11-3 to 11-4-03
WMD Awareness

     “               “

     “               “




Instructor TTT

11-5 to 11-7-03
WMD Rad/Nuc Awareness/
     “               “

     “               “




Responder Ops

11-5 to 11-7-03
WMD Exercise 

     “               “

     “               “




Development

11-5 to 11-6-03
HazCat Training

Seattle.  U of W

Ron Bowen








By WSP


360 753 0357

11-4 to 11-6-03
24-Hour Hazwoper

Juneau, AK


SeaPro




FEE Class






907 225 7002

11-7-03

8hr Hazwoper refresher
Juneau, AK


SeaPro




FEE Class






907 225 7002

11-7 & 11-8-03
Pipeline Emergency

Burlington, WA Fire

Ron Bowen




Incident Command

Dept.



360 753 0357

11-8 to 11-9-03
Incident Safety Officer
NFA Course at Pasco, WA.,
Les Litzenberger








Franklin Co. Fire

509 547 9306

11-10 to 11-12-03
Annual CHMM (Certified
Seattle, WA


Joe Grojean




Hazardous Materials





206 232 0145




Manager) Overview Course




THIS IS A FEE COURSE.  Exam follows the course.

11-10 to 11-14-03
E915 – IEMC 


Emmitsburg, MD

State Emergency




Consequences of

FEMA Course


Mngt. Training Off.




Terrorism

11-10 to 11-13-03
E407 Terrorism Planning
Emmitsburg, MD

Contact your State




Train-the-Trainer

FEMA Course


Training Officer

11-11to 11-14-03
Community Based

CDC & Louisville, KY
Linda Hawkins




Emergency Response
Metro Health


502 574 3646




Program.  Public Health and Emergency Responders.  Free, but you provide 

travel and lodging.

11-12 to 11-14-03
24 Hr Hazwoper

Craig, AK


SeaPro




FEE Class






907 225 7002

11-13-03

Basic ICS


Snohomish CO., WA

Chris Colmore








0900 – 1200


425 423 7635

11-13-03

Intermediate ICS

Snohomish CO., WA

     “               “








1300 - 1700

11-14 to 11-16-03
On Scene Incident

Yakima, WA Fire Dept.
Ron Bowen




Command






360 753 0357

11-18 to 11-20-03
Prosecuting Environ-
Oklahoma City

Andrea Frausto




mental Crimes

By Western States

602 542 8511








Projects.

11-18 to 11-19-03
Emergency Response to
Eugene, Or by Oregon
Kelly Jo Craigmiles




Terrorism: Basic

Emergency Mngt.
        503 373 2911 x22246




Concepts.

11-17 to 11-20-03
WMD Rad/Nuc HazMat
Bechtel Nevada Counter
Contact your State




Technician


Terrorism Ops Support
WMD Coordinator

11-19 to 11-21-03
WMD Exercise

     “               “

     “               “




Development

11-19 to 11-21-03
WMD Rad/Nuc Awareness/
     “               “

     “               “




Responder Ops

12-1 to 12-2-03
WMD Awareness

     “               “

     “               “




Instructor TTT

12-1 to 12-2-03
WMD Awareness 

     “               “

     “               “




Instructor TTT

12-3 to 12-5-03
WMD Exercise 

     “               “

     “               “




Development

12-3 to 12-5-03
WMD Rad/Nuc Awareness/
     “               “

     “               “




Responder Ops

12-8 to 12-9-03
WMD Awareness 

     “               “

     “               “




Instructor TTT

12-10 to 12-12-03
WMD Exercise

     “               “

     “               “




Development

12-10 to 12-12-03
WMD Rad/Nuc Awareness/
     “               “

     “               “




Responder Ops   

12-1 to 12-5-03
Clandestine Labs.  40
Fire Academy, North

Dave Kummerlowe




hour Ops & Safety

Bend, WA.  By WSP

425 883 8007




THIS IS A FEE COURSE

12-8 to 12-11-03
E407 Terrorism Planning
Emmitsburg, MD

Contact your State




Train-the-Trainer

FEMA course


Training Officer

12-9 to 12-12-03
Community Based

CDC & Louisville, KY
Linda Hawkins




Emergency Response
Metro Health


502 574 3646




Program.  Public Health and Emergency Responders.  Free, but you provide 

travel and lodging.

12-12 to 12-14-03
Hazardous Materials First
Yakima, WA Fire Dept
Ron Bowen




Responder: Awareness/




360 753 0357




Operations Level Train-The-Trainer

12-16 10 12-18-03
WMD Rad/Nuc Awareness/
Bechtel Nevada Counter
Contact your State




Responder Ops

Terrorism Ops Support
WMD Coordinator

1-12 to 1-17-04
Command & Control

Monmouth, OR

Robert Bennett




of Incident Operations
By NFA 


301 447 1483

1-20 to 1-22
 &
Hazardous Waste 

Seattle and Olympia

206 543 1069 or

1-23-03

Refresher Training

WA. By U      http://depts.washington.edu/ehce







of W




This is 4 different days for the same one day class.

2-9 to 2-14-04
Advanced Incident Safety
Anchorage, AK

Robert Bennett




Operations Mngt.

By NFA


301 447 1483

2-10 to 2-12-04
Basic Public Information
Kitsap Co., WA

Mike Gordon




Officer







253 512 7049

2-18-04

WMD: Incident Command
Cowlitz Co., WA

Dave Hodgeboom








By WA DEM



253 512 7051

2-24 to 2-26-04
Emergency Planning

Snohomish Co., WA

Mike Gordon








by WA DEM


253 512 7049

2-28 to 2-29-04
Training Operations

Spokane, WA. By NFA
Brian McMahan




for Small Departments




425 392 3433

3-1 to 3-2-04
Health & Safety Officer
Spokane, WA by NFA
Brian McMahan












425 392 3433

3-8 to 3-13-04
Command and Control of
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Robert Bennett




Incident Operations

By NFA


301 447 1483

3-8 to 3-11-04
Emergency Management 
FEMA, Emmitsburg,

Linda Straka




Framework for Tribal
MD.



301 447 1162




Governments.  E580





If you would like more info on this course you may also call me.  Course is 

free with the exception that you must pay for meals.  Travel is covered.

3-20 to 3-21-04
Emergency Response to
Camano Island, WA by
Jeff Hofstad




Terrorism: Strategic

NFA



360 629 3008




Considerations

4-5 to 4-10-04
Hazardous Materials

Kenai, AK


Robert Bennett




Incident Management
By NFA


301 447 1483

5-1 to 5-2-04
Emergency Response to
Kirkland, WA by NFA
Pam Gross




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations


425 556 2263

NOTE FROM Above.  For the Bechtel Technician classes, they would also appreciate a call directly to 702 295 3224 before you coordinate your class with your state WMD coordinator.

NOTE #2

WMD Coordinators:  Oregon, Kelly Jo Craigmiles 503 378 2911.  Washington, Dave Hodgeboom 800 562 6108.  Alaska, Ted Smith 907 428 7041.  Idaho, Bill Bishop 208 422 5726.

ADDITIONAL TRAINING SITES OF NOTE

EPA TRAINING SITE FOR REGION X

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/OMP.NSF/af6d4571f3e2b1698825650f0071180a/4c19e0917482cf7b882565a900721156?OpenDocument. 

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING FOR NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND AREA TRAINING

www.nationalfiretraining.gov 

also

www.nwcg.gov go to training.

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;             http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/  .  Please note:  This is a new website address.  All of these courses are free.

FEMA has a new online self-study course for community safety educators.  It is a short web-based course on how to do a better job of planning, implementing and evaluating safety programs in your community.  The course teaches how to network effectively with various people in your organization and within your community to accomplish community life safety goals.  It is designed for all public fire and life safety educators, career and volunteer.  Try, http://lstrngl.fema.gov/LearningSpace5/Program/UI/Main/Themes/Kendall/Main.asp  Course #  Q118. 

EXERCISES

ALASKA

November.  North Slope Borough.  Tabletop drill and training at Barrow.  Contact Natalie Howard.

IDAHO

November 5.  Nez Perce County Regional Tabletop Bio drill.  Contact Mel Johnson

September 23.  Elmore County. Tabletop chemical drill. Contact David Sparks 208 634 7070

November 5. Nez Perce Co.  Tabletop Bio drill.  Mel Johnson.  208 799 3084

Oregon

None reported

WASHINGTON

3 November.  Columbia Generating Station.  Contact Ron Wilson 253 512 7040.

19 November.  CAIRA drill.  Contact Ray Cross 253 512 7046.

OTHERS

For the Region X (WA, OR, ID) Regional Response Team exercise schedule, please refer to www.rrt10nwac.com/files/schedule/drill_schedule.htm.  If you are interested in drills, this is a good site.      


YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

November 5 – 6.  Atlantic City, NJ.  International Counter-Terrorism Officers Association.  www.ictoa.org.  or 877 444 1287.

November 5 – 7.  San Francisco.  Winter Membership meeting, Western States Environmental Crimes.  Andrea Frausto 602 542 8511

November 13 & 14.  Arlington, VA.  2003 Dangerous Goods Annual Conference.  See, www.dgac.org. 

November 17- 21.  HazMat Explo and NASTTPO meeting.  Las Vegas.  www.hazmatexplo.org. 

November 16 – 19.  Norfolk, VA.  U.S. EPA Region III Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Conference.   www.2003conference.org. 

November 11 –1 13.  Washington, DC.  Contingency Planning & Management Conference.  www.contingencyplanningexpo.com. 

November 12.  Arlington, VA.  Homeland Defense Training Conference.  Transportation and Borders.  www.homelanddefensejournal.com/conf_border.htm. 

November 17 – 19.  Doubletree Columbia River, Portland, OR.  Risk Assessment for Decision-Making Related to Uncharacteristic Wildfire.  http://outreach.cof.orst.edu/riskassessment. 

November 17-20.  Long Beach, CA.  Emergency Response 2003.  Integrating the Response.  www.emergencyresponse2003.com. 

December 3 – 5. Atlanta.  6th National Environmental Public Health Conference.  www.cdc.gov/nceh/information/ncehconf03.htm. 

February 8 - 11.  The Conference on Nuclear Training and Education.  Orlando, FL.  www.conteonline.org. 

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

CHER-CAP is changing.  FEMA has redesigned CHER-CAP to include all-

hazards.  This would include; floods, earthquakes, chemical spills, terrorist 

incidents and all other types of emergencies.  Originally, it was designed as a 

community-based planning, training, assessment and exercise program that 

focused on preparing communities to respond to Hazardous Materials 

incidents.  To encompass all hazards, CHER-CAP has been renamed, it is now 

Community Hazards Emergency Response Capability Assurance Process.  

Same Acronym.  It will utilize a comprehensive capability assurance 

methodology that includes risk assessment, a review and crosswalk of 

emergency operations planning and standard operating procedures, 

connecting training resources with needs, both tabletop and peer-evaluated 

full-scale exercises, reporting, documentation and sustaining continual 

improvements.  R. David Paulison, Director of FEMA’s Preparedness Division 

states, “Effective emergency response operations are based on 

Comprehensive, risk-based preparedness programs for all hazards.”

If you would like more information, please contact me.  The logo on the front 

of this document does not yet reflect the new wording.

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1) www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-03-752,  Nuclear Regulatory Commission report, Oversight of Security at Commercial Nuclear Power Plants Needs to be Strengthened.  

2) Safety presentations are available at, http://siri.uvm.edu/ppt/powerpt.html.  Many different topics.

3) At www.osha.gov/dep/evacmatrix/index.html,  you will find an Evacuation Planning Matrix.  Worth the look if you plan for this in a business, industry or school.  

4) EPA has a new website to help high school students learn about their environment and ways to protect it.  Try, www.epa.gov/highschool. 

5) The US Chemical Safety Board has a new website with lots of new features to improve access.  Try it at, www.CSB.gov. 

6) An article I saw in the Arizona Gatekeeper told of a city HazMat team (the city was not named), with 60 members, who was cited for three potential violations.  The problems noted were; 1) team members were not offered physical exams  2) lack of proper fit testing and 3) no annual training on respiration equipment.  It would seem to me that this would be a good time to make sure that your house is in order.  If we, as HazMat personnel, do not live up to regulations, how can we expect others to do so.  

7) At, www.ccthomas.com, there is a new book titled, “Emergency Response and Emergency Management Law”.  There are chapters on Response, EMS, HazMat and many others.

8) A Radiation detector found at www.berkeleynucleonics.com, there is a detector which can measure Alpha, Beta, Gamma, x-ray and neutron radiation.  It gives a digital readout and identifies the isotope.  It can also read multiple isotopes.  At one meter it was able to identify Americium in a smoke detector placed between the detector and a plutonium source. Pricey, though at $10,000.

9) Attorney General Ashcroft has established a group of prosecutors from the Environment and Natural Resources Division who will work with U.S. attorneys and the Transportation Department to train enforcement and regulatory personnel to investigate and prosecute violators of hazardous material shipment requirements.  

10) If you deal with hazardous waste, you might want to check out the Hazardous Waste Inspectors Checklist at, www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/wastediv/rcra/ceicheck.pdf. This list is used by inspectors when conducting an inspection.  

11) Download for the periodic table under several different formats is available at, http://periodic.lanl.gov/downloads/main.html. 

12) At http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/EMICourses/e464.asp, there is a new course titled, Disaster Resistant Jobs: Strategies for Community Emergency & Economic Risk (CEER) Management.  This is a resident course at EMI.

13) Fire and Explosion Planning Matrix, Building and Facility Planning Guides, from OSHA.  www.osha.gov/dep/fire-expmatrix/index.html. 

14)  The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives has a new program to help school administrators and state and local officials better prepare for bomb threats against schools.  www.threatplan.org. 

15) A new drug being used for a high among younger people is Dextromethorphan.  The use is called Robo Tripping.  For more information on this, go to, www.dea.gov.

16) EPA has a new web site concerning the open burning of household waste.  Since this is now considered to be the nations largest quantified source of dioxins in the air, it is of concern.  For more information and brochures, try, www.epa.gov/msw/backyard. 

17) I am developing an information packet on Prussian Blue, a medicine used to help counteract Cesium 137 poisoning.  If you are interested, let me know, and I will mail you a copy of what I have so far.

18) Available from my desktop are the new AEGLs (Acute Exposure Guideline Levels) for one-time exposure and the AEGLs for occupational and general population standards.

19) The September issue of Homeland Protection Professional has two articles worth reading.  1)  Get Out of Town.  As they assemble mass-evacuation strategies, disaster planners increasingly knowledgeable about human behavior.  As a result, they trust the public more.  2)  Command Goes On the Road.  In the post 9-11 era, command and communications vehicles have become a much more justifiable part of many agencies’ shopping list.  Very good article.

20) A free publication some of you may be interested in is “E-Train” The Environmental Training Newsletter for Small Communities.  A lot of information on water and wastewater subjects plus others.  I have a copy of the application, or you may write the National Environmental Training Center for Small Communities at, WVU Research Corporation, West Virginia University, P.O. Box 6064, Morgantown, WV  26506-6064. 

21) FEMA has a new online board game to test children’s disaster knowledge.  Check out www.fema.gov/kids/games/board.  The game can be played online or downloaded.  Worth the trip.  

22) Public Health Guidance for Community-Level Preparedness and Response to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS),  www.cdc.gov/ncidod/sars/sarsprepplan.htm. 

23) If you are also responsible for safety, you might be interested in a free safety sign builder.  Check it out at, www.stclaire.com/safety_sign_builder/ssb-panel.php. 

24) The state of Washington Department of Health, in conjunction with ATSDR hosts HSEES (Hazardous Substances Emergency Events Surveillance) system.  This gives you all the information you might want on HazMat spills in the state.  Try, www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/hsees.htm. 

25) The August/September issue of HazMat Management Magazine has several articles of interest.  1)  The NEW Environmentalists.  Certain activists advocate that market competition and property rights are fundamental to environmental protection.  You need to know about these people.  2)  The NEW Normal.  How to protect against biological, fire and terrorism risks.  3)  DEET.  A one page article on acute and chronic effects.  Available.  

26) At www.all-hands.net/pn, you can sign up for a list serve for emergency and continuity professionals.  Newsletter, also.  





AVAILABLE LIST

The Region X Lending Library List, consists of, books, videos, and CDs.  We have over 650 titles.  Some of the titles are; HazMat, Terrorism, Fire, Arson, Emergency Management, Floods and so forth.  These items are available (3 items at a time) by mail.  The only cost to you is to mail them back.  This list is available to all.  If you have not updated your mailing list in the last three months or so, you should order a new one.  You can do this by email or phone.  Presently, the Region X lending library is undergoing an updating of much of the material to digital.  Until this is complete, most titles will be unavailable.  Once the process is completed, the HazMat, Fire, Arson, REP and Terrorism sections of the library will be moved to be housed in the HazMat area, where those responsible for those sections will have more control of the lending library to see that it is current and up to date.  I will let you know when we are ready to start lending again.  10-23-03 note.  Still working on this.

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

If you have a suggestion as to a book, CD or video you would like to see carried in the library, please forward that idea to me.  I will make every attempt to obtain whatever it is that you need.   

MODE

TITLE

REFERENCE #
  DESCRIPTION

COUNTERTERRORISM

1) www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/security/brpcover.htm. Recommendations for Bridge and Tunnel Security.  From the Department of Transportation.  

2) An  updated version of a previously released document.  Improving Local and State Agency Response to Terrorist Incidents Involving Biological Weapons.  http://hld.sbccom.army.mil/downloads/bwirp/bwirp_planning_guide.pdf.   60 pages.

3) Recognition of Illness Associated With Exposure to Chemical Agents, US 2003.  is located at, www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5239a3.htm. 

4) Risk Assessment of Using Firefighter Protective Ensemble (FFPE) with Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) for Rescue Operations During a Terrorist Chemical Agent Incident.  June 2003.  http://hld.sbccom.army.mil/downloads/mirp/ffpe_scba_rescue_ops.pdf. 33pages.

5) A book (fee) and Guide (free) are available at www.rand.org/publications/MR/MR1731, is titled, Individual Preparedness Response to Chemical, Radiological, Nuclear, and Biological Terrorist Attacks. 

6) At www.pocketmobility.com, there is information on new software titled, HazMaster G#.  This loads on a palm pilot or other machines and, among other items, says that it allows hazardous material identification by odor (?), color, texture and other observable physical characteristics. Might be worth the look.  

7) www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-152, Bioterrorism: Public Health Response to Anthrax Incidents of 2001.  October, 2003, 48 pages.

8)  A personal skin protectant used by several different countries is called RSDL (Reactive Skin Decontamination Lotion). If you would like more information on this, try, www.nbcteam.com/personal.shtml. Also, www.odel.on.ca, and, www.medicalcare.nu/English/micro.htm. 

9) A site worth checking out for all you planners is, www.dhs.state.or.us/publichealth/preparedness/index.cfm.  From the Oregon Department of Health.  The website was established as a result of September 11 and the following anthrax attacks.

10) www.acs.ohio-state.edu/researchnews/archive/stewart.htm, is the National Homeland Security Consortium web site.  This is for people looking for and willing to share information on homeland security.

11) A book available from CBIAC at www.cbiac.apgea.army.mil,  is, Best Practices and Guidelines for Mass Personnel Decontamination.  June 2003, $20.00.  Also from the same source is a two-CD set, WMD Reference.  July 2003, $25.00.

12) The October issue of Firehouse Magazine has an article titled, CDP Terrorism Training For Emergency Responders.  A good article, and available.  

13) The September issue of Homeland First Responder has several articles of interest.  1)  DOT Tests CAD Integration in Utah and Washington.  2)  Lessons From Northern Command.  Major General Dale Meyerrose sent a compelling message to the homeland first response community with the following speech.  3)  ICS: Talking ‘bout and Evolution.  Nationwide changes are afoot for incident command funding, training and application.  4) EMP  Terror:  E-bombs have the potential to wipe out emergency response by destroying the technologies we rely on.  Available.  

14) Physician Preparedness for Acts of Water Terrorism.  www.waterhealthconnection.org. Recognizing water-borne illnesses.

AFTERTHOUGHTS

CSEPP

Exercise planning meeting for the 2004 Umatilla CSEPP exercise, is scheduled for the Hermiston Fire Station three at 0900 on November 13.  The exercise in 2004 is tentatively scheduled for May 5, a daytime exercise.

ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS

You may contact Rob Carnahan, the Region X Fire Grants Coordinator, at 425 487 4751 (Robert.carnahan@dhs.gov) for information.  Rob is now working just half time, so it may be a while before he is able to respond to you.  Also, you may have heard that the Fire Grants are now handled by the Office of Domestic Preparedness.  I do not know, as yet, how, or if, this will affect the program.  USFA will still remain a part of the process.  

Grant Applications are now being accepted for the 2003 Fire Prevention and Safety Grants.  See www.usfa.fema.gov/fire-service/grants/2003grants/03-prev-grants.shtm. 

CERT – CITIZEN CORPS

Contact Fred Bretsch at 425 487 4512 for more information.

Look for a joint CERT conference coming up in June of 2004 in Boise.  This will be held in conjunction with Region VIII.  More information to follow.   

The following is a large portion of an article from the Federal Times.

FIRST RESPONDER STANDARDS WILL TAKE YEARS TO DEVELOP.

Federal, state and local emergency managers may have to wait more than a year for national standards on training, equipment and communications, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

FEMA is working with other Homeland Security Department officials in the Science and Technology Directorate and the Office for Domestic Preparedness to determine standards for first responders, said a FEMA official who asked not to be named.

The agency cannot make standards mandatory, but officials have said they intend to target financial assistance to sate and local agencies that comply with the standards.

Developing and disseminating new standards – which could affect everything from training to common radio frequencies for first responders – could take from one to three years, the official said.

Developing standards is an involved process and includes gathering a great deal of input from fire fighters, police officers, emergency medical workers and other first responders and then synchronizing that into effective, affordable common standards.

Agencies including FEMA, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are developing preparedness standards.

…..

The Office of Domestic Preparedness (ODP) already has put into place and continues to create standards and guidelines for equipment, training and other areas funded through grants, said Suzanne Mencer, nominee for the office’s director position, in Sept. 11 responses to written questions from Congress.

“These standards and guidelines have been and are being developed collaboratively with subject-matter experts from ODP, other federal agencies and the state and local emergency response community,” Mencer said.  

First responder organizations have incentive to meet the standards when grant money is tied to the acceptance of standards, Mencer said.

Some nonfederal organizations have helped to set preparedness standards for first responders, according to a July 16 Congressional Research Service report, “Homeland Security: Standards for State and Local Preparedness.”

Foe example, the Emergency Management Accreditation Program, a nonprofit organization based in Lexington, Kentucky, require state and local first responders to meet certain standards for disaster preparedness and response to fulfill the voluntary assessment and accreditation process.  A nine-member commission appointed by the National Emergency Managers Association, International Association of Emergency Managers and FEMA oversee the accreditation process, said Emily DeMers, the Program’s executive director.

The program’s standards include requirements for emergency management programs to have documented training programs for emergency management and response personnel; plans for lessening disaster impacts; procedures for getting information out to the public; and standard operating procedures, check lists and other instructions to execute emergency plans.  The standards also require a financial management system allowing for a quick request, receipt and distribution of money.

The Emergency Management Accreditation Program based its standards on a National Fire Protection Association standard for disaster management, emergency management and business continuity, DeMers said.

The program is using these standards to conduct a federally supported assessment of states’ and territories’ emergency preparedness, DeMers said.  She said she expects the assessments of all states and territories to be complete by the end of 2004.

The program is receiving more than $1 million in federal funds this year to do the assessment and possibly a little less than that in 2004, she said.

“FEMA actually asked us to do that to help establish baselines for where the states and territories are and identify areas where improvement is needed,” DeMers said.

The assessments costs states nothing, but accreditation costs, which vary based on population, can be several thousand dollars, DeMers said.

The National Fire Protection Association has a number of voluntary standards in place for the firefighting community, said Gary Tokle, assistant vice president for public fire protection for the association, located in Quincy, Massachusetts.

The association has a range of standards – from portable fire extinguishers for airplanes to fire and explosion prevention at woodworking facilities to fire service instructors qualifications.

The development of national standards for terrorism preparedness, specifically, has sparked the attention of Congress.

Members of the House and Senate have introduced bills during the past year that would establish standards for terrorism preparedness training, regional response plans and other emergency response areas.

One bill, HR 105, would establish standards for emergency communications and response equipment, as well as terrorism preparedness and training.

Another, S 1245, would require the Homeland Security secretary to create national performance standards for state and local responders.
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