FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials team members, and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 4, #8

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and woe.  No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise.  Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst form of Government except all those others that have been tried from time to time.”  Winston Churchill

“Once conform, once do what others do because they do it, and a kind of lethargy steals over all the finer senses of the soul.”  Montaigne 

                      

AVAILABLE LIST

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 650 titles, by snail mail only) a free service.  (3 items at a time).  Last updated February 4, 2002.  These items are available to anyone who might be able to use them.

ATTENTION; if your copy of the reference library list is over three months old, you should request a new one. 

SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC (Regional Interagency Steering Committee) MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
August 29, Camp Murray, WA. Please note, this is a change from the previous entry.  
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


LEPC Meetings; Salem, November 8.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
TBA

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
September 25 – 26, Tri Cities, WA


January 29 – 30, 2003, Ocean Shores, WA

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
November 13, March 26, 2003, July 16, 2003, November 12, 2003.

Alaska RISC
October 16,  February 19, 2003, June 18, 2003, October 15, 2003.

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

8-6 to 8-7-02
Hospital Emergency 
Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Department Management
By WA DEM


800 562 6108




Of Hazardous Materials Incidents

8-12 to 8-16-02
HazMat Technician

Ft. Richardson, AK

Capt. Van Alstine








by 103rd CST


907 428 6665

8-13-02

HazWoper Refresher

Metlakatla, AK

JenniferBrewer



FEE COURSE






907 225 7002

8-19 to 8-23-02
HazMat Technician

Ft Richardson, AK

Capt. Van Alstine












907 428 6665

8-19 to 8-21-02
Awareness-Operations
Paine Field, WA

Ron Bowen




Train the Trainer

At Snohomish Co DEM
360 753 0357

8-20-02

HazWoper Refresher

Kake, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

8-27 to8- 28-02
Mass Fatalities

Snohomish County DEM
Rosanne Garrand








At Everett, WA

253 512 7048

8-27 to 8-29-02
ICS Train-the-Trainer
Snohomish County DEM
Rosanne Garrand




(G261.1)


At Everett, WA

253 512 7048

9-4-02

HazWoper Refresher

Skagway, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

9-8 to 9-13-02
Emergency Response to
National Fire Academy
301 447 1035




Terrorism: Advanced
Emmitsburg, MD




Tactical Consequence management

9-9 to 9-11-02
HAZWOPER


Ketchikan, AK

Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

9-10-02

HazMat Awareness

Moscow, ID


Mary Halverson












208 422 5723

9-10 to 9-11-02
Chemistry for Environ-
Region 10


Diane Ruthruff




mental Professionals
Exact location TBD

206 553 5139

9-12 to 9-13-02
Terrorism, EMS

 North Bend, WA

Bob Jones








WA Fire Training

425 423 3000 x104


9-14 to 9-15-02
Terrorism, Company
     
     “               “

     “               “




Officer

9-15 TO 9-21-02
Emergency Response to
National Fire Academy
301 447 1035




Terrorism: Incident Mngt.
Emmitsburg, MD

9-16 to 9-18-02
HAZWOPER


Juneau, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

9-19-02

HazWoper Refresher

Juneau, AK


     “               “




FEE Course

9-23 to 9-27-02
HazMat Technician

     “               “

     “               “

9-21-02

Burlington Northern

Ephrata, WA

Grant Co. Emerg. Mngt.




Railroad Emergency





509 762 1462




Response & Hazardous Materials Awareness (TransCaer Train)

9-24 to 9-25-02
EOC Mngt & Operations
Juneau


Cheryl Easterwood












907 586 0221

9-24 to 9-25-02
ICS 200


Barrow, AK


Bruce Culver












907 825 2995

9-16 to 9-19-02
HazMat On-Scene

WA State Patrol

Bob Jones




Incident Command

at Shelton, WA

425 453 3000 x104

9-21-02

Railroad Emergency

Moses Lake, WA

Sam Lorenz




Response Training

by Grant County &

509 762 1462








WA DEM.  5 hours.  

9-25 to 9-26-02
ICS Incident Commander
Multnomah, Co. OR

Scott Salmon












503 793 7158

10-1 to 10-3-02
HAZWOPER


Angoon, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

10-1 to 10-3-02
Emergency Medical

Juneau


Cheryl Easterwood




Service Ops & Planning for WMD



907 586 0221

10-1 to 10-3-02
Emergency Operations
Washington State EOC
Rosanne Garrand




Center (EOC) Training
Camp Murray, WA

253 512 7048

10-8-02

HazWoper Refresher

Ketchikan, AK

Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

10-8 to 10-11-02
Exercise Design and 
Whatcom County

Roseanne Garrand




Evaluation


Bellingham, WA

253 512 7048

10-9 to 10-10-02
ICS Planning Section
Portland, OR


Patty Hopkins












503 823 3738

10-14-02

HazWoper Refresher

Pelican, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

10-15 to 10-16-02
Intro to ICS


Multnomah Co.  OR

Scott Salmon












503 793 7158

10-15-02

WMD - Responder 

Lower Columbia CC

Rosanne Garrand




Awareness


Longview, WA

253 512 7048

10-16-02

WMD – Responder

     “               “

     “               “




Operations

10-17-02

HazWoper Refresher

Elfin Cove, AK

Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

10-17-02

WMD – Incident Command
 Longview, WA  

Rosanne Garrand

10-18-02

WMD – Incident Response
     “               “

 253 512 7048




to Terrorist Bombings Awareness Level

10-19 to 10-20-02
Arson Detection for

NFA Course at North

Bob Jones




First Responders

Bend. Sponsored by WA
425 453 3000 x104








Fire Marshal.

10-29-02

HazWoper Refresher

Wrangell, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

10-30 to 10-31-02
Basic PIO (G290)

Twin Falls, ID


Dave Jackson








By Idaho BDS


208334 3460

11-4-02

HazWoper Refresher

Ketchikan, AK

     “               “




FEE Course








11-5 to 11-7-02
Science of Oil Spills

Anchorage


Mala Kalyan












907 269 7435

11-5 to 11-7-02
RCRA Seminar

PLU, Tacoma, WA

Dianne Ruthruff




FEE Course


By EPA


206 553 5139

11-6-02

HazWoper Refresher

Juneau, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002 

11-6 to 11-7-02
ICS Finance section

Washington Co. OR

Terry Dunton












503 642 0369

11-7-02

HazMat Awareness

Shelley, ID


Ann Christensen












208 357 7973

11-7 to 11-8-02
Mass Fatalities (G386)
Coeur d’Alene, ID

Dave Jackson












208 334 3460

11-8-02

HazWoper Refresher

Yakutat, AK


Jennifer Brewer




FEE Course






907 225 7002

11-9 to 11-10-02
Basic Life Support &

NFA Course at North

Bob Jones




Hazardous Materials

Bend, WA Sponsored

425 453 3000 x104




Response


by WA Fire Marshal.

11-11 to 11-12-02
Intro to ICS


Portland, OR


Patty Hopkins












503 823 3738

11-19 to 11-20-02
ICS Logistics section
Gresham, OR


Cristina Sanchez












503 618 2355

11-19 to 11-21-02
Principles of Emergency
Thurston County

Rosanne Garrand




Management (G230)

Olympia, WA


253 512 7048

12-3 TO 12-5-02
Basic Public Information
Clark Co., WA


Rosanne Garrand




Officer (G290)

By WA DEM


253 512 7048

12-10 to 12-11-02
ICS Operations Section
Clackamas Co. OR

Casey Marley












503 655 8378

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.    

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;   www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.  These courses are free.       
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

8-10-02             Tolovana River, AK      Field Deployment 
Larry Iwamoto

                         by Alyeska.




907 276 4441

9-15 to 21-02    Ingestion Pathway,      Full Scale                
Eleanor Castle

                         MS-1, EWAC Drill
       Tri-Cities, WA

425 487 4697


9-20-02             Welches, OR                USDOE Tabletop
Dave Cassel








503 378 2911 x226

9-20 to 22-02    North Slope
       Field Deployment
Larry Iwamoto

                         by Alyeska       




907 276 4441         

9-17-02             Washington  & Oregon Functional

Eleanor Castle 425 487 4697

9-19-02             Delta River, AK
        Field Deployment
Larry Iwamoto

                        by Alyeska





907 276 4441 

Week of 9-23    Ketchikan                     CANUSDIX tabletop & Field Deployment  Call USCG.

10-17-02          Valdez                           TBD                             Larry Iwamoto

                                                             Marine Terminal Drill  907 276 4441

11-9-02            Chandalar River, AK      Field Deployment        Larry Iwamoto

May 2003         Seattle, King County     Full scale
           Butch Colvin

                        Washington State, and many other locations   202 305 2177

                         This is TOPOFF.

April 2 – 3, 03   Oregon.  Quakex
        Statewide

Kelly Jo Jensen








503 378 2911 x246

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES, LESSONS LEARNED, ALL ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

August 12 – 13.  Boston.  Terrorism: Threats Tactics, Training & Technology.  Presented by the Terrorism Research Center.  See. www.terrorism.com. 

August 19 – 22.  Oregon Emergency Management Workshop, Eugene.  Contact Kelly Jo Jensen at 503 378 2911 x246

August 22.  Workshop on Aviation Terrorism & Biological Agents.  Kansas City, MO.  Co sponsored by IAEM.  More information online at www.edmus.info. 

August 23 – 26.  Fire – Rescue International, Kansas City, MO.  www.ichiefs.org. 

August 28 – 29.  FEMA Region X & Office of National Prepredness & USFA.  Senior Leaders Homeland Security Summit.  For information, contact June Uson, FEMA Region X at 425 487 4634.

September 3 – 6.  The Continuing Challenge, HazMat Workshop.   Sacramento, CA www.hazmat.org. 

September 8 – 11.  Orlando, Fl.  14th International Disaster Recovery Symposium and Exhibition.  See www.drj.com. 

September 9 – 13.  Seattle.  Bioterrorism and Emergency Public Health Preparedness:  The Summer Institute for Health Practice.  Contact Nedra Pautler 206 616 9245 or pautler@u.washington.edu. 

September 10 – 12.  Idaho LEPC Conference.  Moscow.  Contact Mary Halverson, 208 422 5723.

September 23 - 25  Grays Harbor, WA.  Washington State Emergency Management Association Conference.  See www.wsema.org.    

September 23.  Arlington, VA.  Homeland Defense: Protecting America’s Water Infrastructure.  www.homelanddefensejournal.com 

October 4-11.  San Diego.  National Safety Council Congress and Expo.  See www.congress.nsc.org. 

October 9, Homeland Defense: Emergency Response Teams.  Washington, DC.  www.marketaccess.org. 

October 12 – 16.  International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), Columbus, Ohio.  See www.iaem.com. 

October 21 – 24.  Marriott Hotel & Marina, San Diego.  4th Decontamination Commodity Area Conference (DECON 2002).  See http://eNSTG.com/Register. Conference code number is 4TH42927.

October 29.  Chemical Safety: At Work and At Home.  Part of the Washington Governors Industrial Safety & Health Conference October 30 – 31.  Contact Char Alexander 360 902 5446 or alen235@lni.wa.gov. 

November 7 & 8.  Tempe, AZ.  Dangerous Goods in Dangerous Times.  See www.dgac.org. 

November 18 – 20, Washington, D.C.  e-Safety.  Technological Solutions for Public Safety and Emergency Communications.   www.e-safety.org. 

November 19 – 20.  BioSecurity 2002.  MGM Grand, Las Vegas.  See www.biosecuritysummit.com. 

December 8 – 12.  Baltimore.  2002 EPA Region III Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Conference.  More information to come.  

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

There are no other CHER- CAP projects in the works at this time, although Idaho has expressed an interest.  If you are interested in CHER-CAP, give me a call.  I will be happy to talk to you or come to your location and give your community a presentation on CHER-CAP. 

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items offered, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies); it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1)  In the last week of June a Hazardous Materials Contingency Management course was conducted at Paine Field in Everett, WA.  In keeping with the philosophy that the instructor learns a lot also, I would like to pass along three items I received from Rob Schneider, the emergency preparedness manager for the Redmond, WA fire department.  By the way, the instructors were, Beth Sheldrake of EPA, Dave Hodgeboom of Washington Emergency management, Mike McCallister of Snohomish County Emergency Management and myself.  1)  Hazard Identification Vulnerability Analysis (HIVA) conducted by Redmond.  2)  Emergency Management Information: A Special Bulletin to All Redmond Employees, January 2002.  3)  Educational Programs for Fire & Life Safety and Emergency Preparedness.  A Tri-fold brochure.  Available in copy form.   

2) A good reminder and source for information on shelter-In-Place, is the site at, www.nicsinfo.org/SIP%20Center.htm. 

3) June 18 and 19, FEMA Region X conducted our first Tribal Emergency Management Workshop at the Skagit Valley Resort & Casino in Bow, Washington.  The workshop, titled, “Protecting Our Way of Life”,  was a success, in my opinion, as we had over 30 of the Northwest Tribes represented.  I managed to get in a little information on HazMat.  One of the items that was produced for the workshop that may be of interest is the “Tribal Resource Guide”.  This is a spiral bound 5.5 X 8.5” 72-page document.  I have a few extras if you would like one and were not at the conference.  In conjunction with this, there is also a “Disaster Assistance: A Guide to Recovery Programs” available.

4) Free HazMat training seminars are available through US DOT.  For more information on dates and places, see, http://hazmat.dot.gov/training.htm. 

5) I have reprints of two articles that appeared in several national magazines that may be of interest.  1)  Personal Protective Equipment, Respiratory Technology.  2)  Planned, Deliberate, Sustained Response.  An overview for first responders to chemical and biological Detectors.  

6) If you are still trying to find a good site for the NIOSH Pocket Guid, you can get it at www.cdc.gov/niosh/npg/npg.html.  Downloadable or searchable. 

7) Businesses looking for ideas on developing a security plan should visit, www.nicsinfo.org/SecurityEmergencyGuides.htm.  There are plans for; security guides for the Chemical industry, emergency management guides for business and industry and generic RMP facility security evaluation. 

8) Looking for some examples of site safety plans?  Try the following two web sites, www.uscg.mil/hq/nsfcc/nsfweb/NSF/onlinedoc2.html,  and www.oes.ca.gov. 

9) Greg Banner of Rhode Island has updated his web site.  There are links to a lot of information here.  If you have not checked it out before, try it now at, www.healthri.org/environment/biot/web_sites.doc.

10) This is a company site, but under the Compliance/Safety Links section there are, in fact, a number of good links.  Try, www.chemtelinc.com. 

11) OK, I won’t get on my soapbox and tell you to dust off the old CDV 700 radiation monitors, now you can do it with your lap tops.  www.blackcatsystems.com, has devices you can use with your pc to monitor alpha, beta and gamma.  Prices start at only $149.  Get your while there hot. (so to speak)

12) Do you have companies that store diesel for emergency generators.  Evidently, there are a number of companies who do and are not aware that they may need a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures plan.  The EPA requirements may well apply.  If the company has 1) total underground buried storage of more than 42,000 gallons or 2) total above ground storage of more than 1,320 gallons or 3) above ground oil storage of more than 660 gallons, they should check out the following site for more information.  www.epa.gov/oilspill/spcc. 

13) Courtesy of Greg Banner, try the following site for, “Disaster Mental Health Services: A Guidebook for Clinicians and Administrators”.  This is from the National Center for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/departments/socialwork/Provider/DMHS.htm#toc. 

14) According to an article in the Federal Register, RSPA is investigating a company called BKC Industries in North Carolina for using faulty test equipment to certify pressure cylinders.  The hydro tests have been determined to be faulty.  For further information contact Terrell Hinds at 404 305 6120.  The cylinders involved are stamped with the following RIN:  D236.  The marking on the cylinder appears in the following pattern;                          D2

Month              Year

              63

15) Two articles of interest in the July issue of Safety+Health 

Magazine.1)  Are Employers Responsible for Reproductive Health?  2)  Airing Out Concerns.  A new report on respirators spotlights improper selection, use and training.   Available. 

16) The Department of Justice has a new tool for chemical companies to 

help them assess security threats and vulnerabilities.  To check this out, go to www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/195171.htm.  

17) From the web.  “The state of Claifornia has become the first state in 

the nation to initiate a standardized Web-based distance learning program to train hazardous materials emergency responders.  FireRescueWORLD.com, has teamed up with the California Governors Office of Emergency Services and its California Specialized Training Institute (CSTI) training branc to educate and prepare the state’s 200,000 plus HazMat emergency responders.”   Go to www.fireRescueWORLD.com. 

18) Together, at last, in one place;   NAERG at 

http://hazmat.dot.gov/gydebook.htm,  Cameo, Marplot, Aloha at www.epa.gov/ceppo/cameo, Chris Manual at www.chrismanual.com, and another program from CANUTEC at, www.tc.gc.ca/canutec/en/guide/guide.htm. 

19) Received an interesting 8-page article from Paul Maniscalco titled, 

“World Religions: Islam in the KISS format”.  Available.  

20) The June issue of Police magazine has a good article on bomb 

disposal squads.  Copy available.

21)  http://bt.naccho.org, is a web site that allows health officials to log 

in various health plans which they are willing to share with others.  Sponsored by the National Association of County & City Health Officials.  Information courtesy of Greg Banner.

22) I have several copies of a FEMA brochure titled, “Dealing With 

Mold & Mildew in Your Flood Damaged Home”.  I know this topic comes up on occasion for HazMat people,  available.

23) ATSDR has a new CD out.  It is tilted “ATSDR ToxProfiles 

2002”.  There are in depth profiles for 159 chemicals.  Contact for the disc is the order line at 1-888-42 ATSDR.  Believe me, there is a LOT of information on each chemical.  

24) Interesting article at,

www.truckinginfo.com/news/news_print.asp?news_id=47514, talks about all of the additional things that DOT is looking at to increase security measures for hazardous material shipments.  I also have a copy.

25)  Another interesting article is a one-page flyer I got somewhere that talks about fires started at gas pumps.  Seems that most of them are caused by women who get back into their cars while the vehicle is fueling and then go back to the pump where static electricity causes a spark.  A person who does get back in the vehicle needs to ground before touching the nozzle.  I have a copy if you would like one.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

These are new additions to the library

Due to a recent move in office spaces the reference library is temporarily out of service.  Hopefully, this will be remedied very soon.  Sorry for the inconvenience.  

Still no word on the reference library  re-instatement. I’ll let everyone know as soon as I hear anything.  

Two CDs I have acquired lately are; 1)  State of Alaska.  Contents are, Earthquake and Tsunami awareness, disaster preparedness brochures, guides for business, disaster coloring book and several other items.  And 2)  GIS Solutions for Homeland Security.  This is a commercial CD which contains an overview, video interviews, demonstrations and a resource kit. No numbers yet, just ask for them.  

TERRORISM

1) A threat warning from the FBI states that Law Enforcement should be aware the terrorists might be looking to use fuel tankers in attacks against Jewish neighborhoods and synagogues. 

2) If you have not heard of this one, be aware that there is also a threat alert for persons trying to buy ambulances and other surplus emergency equipment to disguise their attempts to infiltrate and use them as weapons. 

3) The Department of Justice has now released an assessment tool for the nation’s 15,000 chemical facilities to use in identifying and assessing potential security threats, risks and vulnerabilities.  It is available at, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij.

4) The Federal Transit Administration has a series of Emergency Preparedness and Security forums coming up around the country.  August 12 & 13 San Jose, August 14 & 15 San Francisco, August 20 &21 Washington DC, August 27 & 28 Chicago, September 17 & 18 St Louis, October 16 & 17 Detroit, October 30 & 31 Denver.  Check out www.transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov, for more information.  

5) New Book.  “The New Terrorism: Fanaticism and the Arms of Mass Destruction”, by Walter Laqueur.  Check the site at www.terrorism.com. 

6) Interesting article out of the New York Times titled, “Why Police made it out of the World Trade Center when firefighters didn’t”.  I have a copy.

7) Check this one out.  Drug Preparedness and Response to Bioterrorism.  From the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, FDA.  www.fda.gov/cder/drugprepare. 

8) A Spokane, Washington Man was arrested in June for building a biological weapon made with ricin.  All you need is a castor bean plant.  The article notes that it is twice as deadly as Cobra venom.  I remember some years back where this was spread on the door handle of a police car somewhere in the country. 

9) Came across an interesting publication titled “Emerrency Response & Disaster Management”  It is published in conjunction  with IAEM once a year, evidently.  At any rate there are 7 short (1-3 pages) articles of interest and copies are available.  1)  Terrorisms Effect on Specialist Equipment Development, about medical equipment.  2) Bioterror and Biological Warfare Agents.  3) Identification of Bio-Warfare Agents.  4) Tools to Detect the Nature of NBC Attacks.  5)  Preventing the Proliferation of Biological Weapons.  6) Meeting the requirements of NBC protection, about respirators  7) Reducing the Risk Posed by Chemical Releases.  About software. 

10) COBRA training.  HOT (Hands On Training) courses are 2 days “advanced training program providing hands-on training with personal protective equipment, advanced sampling and monitoring equipment, evidence collection and preservation, mass casualty triage, and explosive/ordnance secondary devices and searches.  The course concludes with a multi-task, hands on performance oriented training in the WMD (Toxic Agent) (COBRA) Training Facility.  HazMat Technicians are not eligible for this course.  DOJ/WMD – Alabama curriculum department is working on a sustainment program for HazMat Technicians to attend.  The eligibility for the HOT course has been expanded to include graduates from our resident operations and command courses.”   Dates;  August 14 – 17, September 3-6, 4-7 and 8-11.  Contact your state WMD training officer.  In Washington, contact Rosanne Garrand at 253 512 7048.

11) A note from Carl Kitz at EPA led me to the following site with lots (and I mean LOTS) of information on homeland security.  www.twotigersonline.com/resources.html. 

12) FEMA now has the report, “World Trade Center Building Performance Study: Data Collection, Preliminary Observations and Recommendations (2001, 256 pages free)”  At, www.house.gov/science/hot/wtc/wtcreport.htm. 
13) From the Natural Hazards Observer, three new web sites for 

terrorism.  1) www.ssrc.org/sept11. Social science perspectives 

for understanding the times we are in.  2)  

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/odp/docs/cip.pdf. Access to many 

documents including, Critical Incident Protocol: A Public and 

Private Partnership.  3)  

www.engr.psu.edu/ae/wtc/wtctragedy.html. Engineering focus 

on what happened at the Trade Center site.  

14) The IAFC has a position paper on the proposed Department of 

Homeland Security.  It can be found at, 

www.iafc.org/downloads/dhs.pdf. 
AFTERTHOUGHTS

In July, FEMA Region X received a visit from representatives of the ATSDR (Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry) out of the Seattle Region X office.  I thought I knew a little bit about the agency, but it turned out I learned a lot from their visit.  Some of you may know them from the great CD they produce called Managing Hazardous Materials Incidents (September 2001).  This CD is a new and updated version of the old three volume set that is geared to hospitals and Decon.  The new CD also includes their ToxFAQs.  In addition, they now have another CD called ATSDR ToxProfiles 2002.  This CD is a complete profile of about 150 different chemicals.  An example is the hard copy of the profile on Uranium that they gave me, it is almost an inch thick by itself with everything you ever wanted to know.  I have not had time to review the entire CD, but it looks very promising as a reference tool for HazMat teams.  

ATSDR is a stand-alone section of the CDC. They report to the same boss as the CDC, but they are separate.  For the most part the are co-located in the EPA regional office for each region.  They were created by SARA and are funded by CERCLA.  ATSDR has committed itself to become more involved with the CHER-CAP process and has run one pilot and has two more in the works back east.  They will work with the hospitals involved to enable hospitals to better handle contaminated patients.  

If you would like to learn more about ATSDR or have a presentation by them, I would suggest that you call Karen Larson, the Region Representative in Seattle at 206 553 6878.  Our local LEPC has them coming to speak at our September meeting.  Call me if you would like more information on either CD.

I have an 8-page and a 4-page handout available about ATSDR and what they do, their products available and other information.

The following article is used by permission of Hazardous Material Management Magazine.  Written by Rem Gaade

The New NFPA 472: Are Your Training Programs Still Compliant?

“As HazMat emergency responders, we are governed by the competencies set out in National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards 471, 472, and 473.  In fact, NFPA 472, ‘Professional Competence of Responders to Hazardous Material Incident’ is the NFPA’s most accepted standard worldwide.

The standards are not laws but in the absence of any legislation mandating competencies for HazMat response they have become de facto laws for which we are held accountable in court, at inquiries, and at inquests.

The acceptance of these standards by all major players, including industry and governments, management and unions, makes NFPA 472 the framework for the way we do business.

It will therefore be a shock to trainers when they open the 2002 edition of the standard, because everything has changed.  They are not arbitrary changes made by the Technical Committee on HazMat Response Personnel.  Rather, they changes were required by the NFPA because of its adoption two years ago of a new style manual.  Before we look at the technical changes, here are the style changes that have caused all previous paragraph references to become obsolete.

NFPA documents are now structured with referenced documents in Chapter 2 (previously an appendix).  Definitions previously found in Chapter 1 as part of “’Administration’ are now Chapter 3.  These two changes mean that all other chapter numbers move up two numbers.

Paragraph numbering systems previously consisting of digits and lower case parenthesized letters now contain digits and letters that may be bold or regular, upper or lower case, in parentheses or not.  No sub-paragraph reference shall contain more than six digits.  All sub-divided paragraphs and sections shall have at least two sub-divisions.

Other style changes include appendices that are now annexes, metric (SI) measurements that take precedence with ‘inch/pound’ units following in parentheses, and re-formulated tables and columns.

Happily, the technical changes are easier to explain.

As the U.S. is about to start large-scale shipments of nuclear waste to repositories such as Yucca Mountain, Nevada, and processing sites such as Savannah River, South Carolina, a whole range of new competencies relating to radiation physics, radioactive materials, their packaging, and response to Class 7 emergencies were added.  These are spread throughout the document at the Operations, Technician, and Incident Commander levels.  There is also a new annex for ‘Competencies for the Technician with a Radioactive Material Specialty.”

The 1997 edition of NFPA 472 missed the insertion of terrorism related competencies by two months.  Immediately after its release a Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) was issued with competencies relating to recognizing criminal and terrorist use of hazardous materials.  The TIA covered chemical and biological incidents, body substance isolation and decontamination, and similar competencies. 

Unfortunately many responders are not aware that TIAs exist and this one was no exception.  The 1997 Terrorism TIA material was therefore updated and brought into the main body of the standard, affecting all levels of competence (Awareness, Operations, Technician, and Incident Commander).  The relevance of this work was proven during September to November 2001.

Minor changes were made in areas of new reporting requirements, human physiology, triage and secondary contamination concerns, mass decontamination, assessment of personal risk, responder identification, evidence preservation, and legal documentation requirements.

These changes are at all four responder levels and affect not only public sector responders but also ‘Private Sector Specialist’ employees.  

The good news is that we now have a standard that reflects our changed world.  The bad news is that in five years we get to do it all again.  Here are the 2007 cycle dates for those wishing to submit changes or additions to NFPA 471, 472 and 473: submission of proposals by June 25, 2005 and submission of comments on committee actions on the proposals by March 31, 2006.

As the sole Canadian member of the Technical Committee and of its Terrorism Task Group, I would be glad to assist any readers with questions or concerns about NFPA 472.

For more information on the new NFPA 472 Standard, ‘Professional Competencies of Responders to Hazardous Materials Incidents’ contact Rem Gaade at 905 827 1236 or gaade@idirect.com.” 
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