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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 4, #2
QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Success flourishes only in perseverance – ceaseless, restless perseverance.”  Baron Manfred von Richthofen

“A life spent in making mistakes is not only more honorable, but more useful than a life spent doing nothing.”  George Bernard Shaw

                      

AVAILABLE LIST

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. List has the Internet address and a brief description of each site. Last updated 12-00.  (Available by email)  THIS ITEM WILL BE AVAILABLE BUT NOT UPDATED, THERE ARE TOO MANY SITES AND NOT ENOUGH TIME TO KEEP UP WITH ALL OF THEM.  I WILL TRY TO GET YOU A MORE UPDATED LIST OR LISTS AS SOON AS I CAN.

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 650 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time).  Last updated October 17, 2001.  These items are available to anyone who might be able to use them.

ATTENTION;  If your copy of the reference library list is over two months old, you should request a new one. 

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
February 7, 2002.  Camp Murray


April 3rd, in conjunction with the Partners in Preparedness Conference in Bellevue.
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


March 14, from 0900 – 1500, In Salem.   LEPC Meetings;  Salem,  March is the annual LEPC Conference, May 10, July 12 and November 8.

IDAHO
Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 422 5725.  

ALASKA
April 18, 2002, Anchorage

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
TBA

AK-RRT
TBA

Northwest RISC
March 13, 2002; July 10, 2002

Alaska RISC
February 13, 2002; June 12, 2002

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

2-4-02

ICS 200


Wassilla, AK


Jeanne












907 373 8800

2-5-02

Dangerous Waste 

WA Dept of Ecology

360 407 6718




Management Workshop
Everett


$45.00 Charge

2-5 to 2-6-05
ICS Operations

Oregon Emergency

Casey Marley








Mngt. At Clackamas Co.
503 655 8378

2-7-02

Dangerous Waste

Seattle, Red Lion South
360 407 6718




Mngt Workshop

Center by WA Dept of
$45.00 Charge








Ecology

2-8-02

     “               “

     “               “

     “               “

2-11 to 2-15

Exercise Design and

By Oregon OEM at

Kelly Jo Jensen




Evaluation


Hillsboro


503 378 2911 x246

2-11-02

ICS 200


Wasilla, AK


Jeanne












907 373 8800

2-11 to 2-12-02
Threat/Risk Assessment
Anchorage, at the EOC
Tracy Matthews












907 343 1403

2-14 to 2-15-02 
Threat/Risk Assessment
Wasilla, AK


Jeanne












907 373 8800

2-18 to 2-19-02
Threat/Risk Assessment
Kenai



Jan Henry












907 262 4910

2-19 to 2-22-02
HazMat On-Scene

WSP Training Academy
Bob Jones




Incident Command

Shelton, WA


425 423 3000 x104

2-20-02

Response Team Training
Craig, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




No Charge






907 225 7002

2-21-02

ICS 200


Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
     “          “




Fee Course

2-21 to 2-22-02
Threat/Risk Assessment
Fairbanks, AK

Bill Hedrick












907 451 9001

2-22-02

8 hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

2-25-02

ICS 200


Juneau, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

2-25 to 2-27-02
Awareness-Ops Train-
WSP at NW Regional

     “               “




The-Trainer


Training Center, Vancouver, WA

2-26 to 28-02
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Juneau, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

2-27 to 2-28-02
Intro to ICS


Oregon Emergency

Terry Dunton








Mngt. At Washington Co.
503 642 0369

3-1-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Juneau, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

2-4 to 3-6-02
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Ketchikan, AK by SESAPRO Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

3-4 to 3-8-02
Hazardous Materials

At USCG, Portland

Diane Ruthruff




Incident Response

by EPA


206 553 5139




Operations (ERTP)

3-6 to 3-7-02
8 Hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course 1800 – 2200 each night


907 225 7002

3-6 to 3-7-02
ICS Planning


Oregon Emergency

Casey Marley








Mngt. At Clackamas Co
503 655 8378

3-11-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Haines, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

3-11 to 3-13-02
On-Scene Incident              WSP at Mt Vernon,

Bob Jones




Command      

WA Fire Department

425 423 3000x104

3-11 to 3-15-02
Emergency Response
Oregon Emergency

KELLY Jo Jensen




Planning for Terrorism
Mngt. Location TBD

503 378 2911 x246

3-12-02

Response Team Training
Haines, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




No Fee







907 225 7002

3-12-02

WMD Responder Awareness Whatcom County

Dave Hodgeboom








by WA DEM


800 562 6108

3-13-02

WMD Responder Operations Whatcom County

     “               “

3-14-02

WMD Responder, IC

Whatcom County

     “               “

3-15-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

3-15-02

WMD Incident Response
Whatcom County

     “               “




to Terrorist Bombings

3-12 to 3-14-02
ICS Info Officer

Oregon Emergency

Maria Kintaro








Mngt. At Multnomah Co.
503 642 0369

3-18-02

Risk Management

EPA Office, Seattle

Tammy




Programs – Basics





513 251 7669

3-19 to 3-21-02
Risk Management 

TBA



     “               “




Programs - Techniques



These above two courses are intended for federal, state and local 

government as well as SERC and LEPC members.  Industry will be allowed 

on a space available basis and be charged a fee.

3-19 to 3-22-02
WMD ICS Unified

Fairbanks, AK

Bill Hedrick




Command






907 451 9001

3-19 to 3-22-02
WMD ICS Unified

Juneau, AK


Cheryl Easterwood




Command






907 586 0221

3-19 to 3-21-02
EMS Planning and

WA Fire Training at

Bob Jones




Operations for WMD

Paine Field (Everett)

425 453 3000




This course has two pre-requisites:  Terrorism Awareness & EMS Concepts 




for WMD.  These course can be found at www.teex.com/campus. 

3-20 to 3-21-02
Mass Fatalities Incident
WA DEM at Mason County
Michael Gordon




Response






800 562 6108

3-25, 28 &30-02
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

3-25 to 3-28-02
WMD ICS Unified

Kodiak, AX


Chief Kamai




Command






907 486 8000

3-26 to 3-27-02
Emergency Response to
WSP at Vancouver, WA
Bob Jones




Terrorism:  Tactical





425 453 3000 x104




Considerations: Company Officer

3-28-02

Response Team Training
Ketchikan, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




No Fee







907 225 7002

3-28 to 3-29-02
Emergency Response to
WSP at Vancouver, WA
 Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations: Hazardous Materials 425 453 3000

4-1 to 4-2-02
Law Enforcement

Anchorage EOC

Tracy Matthews




Response to WMD





907 343 1403

4-2 to 4-3-02
Intro to ICS


Portland By OR OEM
Patty Hopkins












503 823 3738

4-2,5 & 6-02

24 Hr HAZWOPER

Juneau, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

4-4 to 4-5-02
Law Enforcement





Jan Henry




Response to WMD





907 262 4910

4-6 to 4-7-02
Terrorism, Company

WA Fire Training at

Bob Jones




Officer



North Bend, WA

425 453 3000 x104

4-8 to 4-12-02
National Inland Search
Boise, by USCG and BDS
 

4-8-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER Refresh
Sitka, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

4-8 to 4-9-02
Terrorism, EMS

WA Fire Training at

Bob Jones








North Bend, WA

425 453 3000 x104

4-9-02

Response Team Training
Sitka, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




No Fee







907 225 7002

4-9 to 4-12-02
Exercise Design and

WA State at Camp

Roseanne Garrand




Evaluation


Murray


1-800-562-6108

4-10 to 4-12-2
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Sitka, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

4-15 to 4-17-02
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Petersburg, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

4-15 to 4-17-02
Awareness and Ops

WA Fire Training at

Bob Jones




train-the-trainer

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000 x104

4-16 to 4-19-02
MCI Planning


Hillsboro by OR OEM
Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 x246

4-17 to 4-18-02
ICS: Logistics


Washington Co., Oregon
Terry Dunton












503 642 0369

4-18-02

Response Team Training
Petersburg, AK by SEAPRO
Jenny Brewer




No Fee







907 225 7002

4-22 to 4-24-02
24 Hr HAZWOPER

Kake, AK by SEAPRO
     “          “




Fee Course

4-23 to 4-24-02
ICS: Incident Commander
Multnomah Co. OR

Patty Hopkins












503 823 3738

4-25-02

Response Team Training
Kake, AK


 Jenny Brewer




No Fee







907 225 7002

5-6-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER

Juneau, AK by SAEPRO
     “          “




FEE Course



5-6 & 7-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER

Juneau, AK by SEAPRO
     “          “




Fee Course, 1800 – 22000 each night

5-8 to 5-10-02
HazMat Incident

WA Fire Training at

Bob Jones




Command


North Bend, WA

425 453 3000 x104

5-13 to 17-02
Hazardous Materials

Anchorage, AK by

Diane Ruthruff




Incident Response 

EPA



206 553 5139




Operations (ERTP)

5-20 to 24-02
EMS Special Operations     See item # 4 in the Potpourri section below.

5-29-02

8 Hr HAZWOPER

Gustavus, AK


Jenny Brewer




Fee Course






907 225 7002

5-30-02

Response Team Training
Gustavus, AK


     “          “




No Fee

6-10 to 6-14-02
HazMat Technician

 WA Fire Training at

 Bob Jones








 North Bend, WA

425 423 3000 x104

9-12 to 9-13-02
Terrorism, EMS

     “               “

     “               “

9-14 to 9-15-02
Terrorism, Company
     
     “               “

     “               “




Officer

9-23 to 9-27-02
HazMat Technician

     “               “

     “               “

10-8 to 10-11-02
Exercise Design and 
WA State at Camp

Roseanne Garrand




Evaluation


Murray


1-8---562-6108

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Richland, Washington.

FOR FEMA HOME STUDY COURSES, GO TO;   www.fema.gov/emi/ishome.htm.         
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

3-21-02           Pasco, WA                     DOE, Tabletop              Ted Morales 509 376 8947  
 



                 For WA, OR and DOE   

5-6 to 5-10      Umatilla & Pendleton   Full exercise

Larry Keen 425 487 4757

                       Oregon                         

5-23-02           Prince William Sound    Field and Tabletop



                  BP Exercise

6-20-02           Richland, WA                Wildfire & 
           Ted Morales 509 376 8947




       Transportation 

9-17-02           Washington  & Oregon  Functional

Eleanor Castle 425 487 4697



YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

February 7-10, 2002, Boise, ID.  International Critical Incident Stress Foundation Conference.  For information, see, www.icisf.org. Scroll to conferences.

February 12 – 13.  First Annual Global Conference on Bio/Chem Terrorism.  Hyatt Regency, Crystal City, VA.  For more information call Katie McDonnell at 301 493-5500 or try www.bioterrorism-defense.com. 

February 27 -28, 2002.  Hospital/WMD Consequence Management, Harrah’s, Las Vegas.   888 670 8200

March 4 – 6.  Las Vegas Convention Center.  International Security Conference.  www.iscwest.com. 

March 25 – 26.  10th Annual Terrorism Trends and Forecasts 2002.  John Jay College, New York.  See, www.iacsp.com/annual_symposium.html. 

April 1 – 4.  Managing the Terrorist Threat II.  Adam’s Mark Hotel, Houston.  See www.fightterror.com. 

April 3 – 4, 2002.  TechTrends 2002.  Baltimore, MD.  www.ndia.org. 

May 6 – 8. Albuquerque, NM.  Technologies for Public Safety in Critical Incident Response.  This is the conference the was cancelled last September.  See they website at www.nlectc.org/conf/nij2002/nij2002.html. 

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation  CHER-CAP  will now be going again.  We anticipate at this time that the time frame for the final drill has been set for March 16, 2002.  If any of you would like to come and see this drill, let me know.    We had a phase II meeting and training the week of January 22.  The scenario, at this time looks like a railroad incident, since they have a major line that runs through the Reservation.  Our Phase III meeting is January 22 – 24.  This will immediately preceed their CSEPP drill starting the 26th of January.

Kotzebue, Alaska  has been nominated by Alaska  Emergency Management.  We will be talking soon about times and dates for this one, with the final drill most likely happening in late May or early June of 2002.  The phase I meeting was held January 16th in Kotzebue.   The meeting was very  well received and it looks like there will be a lot of challenges, but a lot of rewards in completing the process.  It was an interesting trip for my first ever excursion above the Arctic Circle. 

There are no others in the works at this time.  If you are interested in CHER-CAP, give me a call.  I will be happy to talk to you or come to your location and give you a presentation on CHER-CAP. 

NOTE

If you wish to order any of the items I offer, please refer to the page and number of the item (if that applies), it helps me to understand more quickly what it is you are asking for.  Thank you.  

POTPOURRI

1)  I have been reading lately that motor carriers are no longer allowed to display safety slogans on their permanently mounted hazmat placards.  This would include such things as, “Drive Safely”.  The thought is that it might confuse responders who are looking for a placard.  The American Trucking Association is recommending to carriers that they remove these slogans from their flip style placards as soon as possible. To avoid fines.  I am not sure what rule this pertains to, but if someone else knows just what rule this might be, perhaps they could let me know and I will put it in the next UPDATE.  Found a reference, http://hazmat.dot.gov/hm206.pdf, or http://hazmat.dot.gov/rules/hm206.htm.  
2) If you did not try for the Fire Grant last year or did not make the cut for the available 100 million, take heart.  There has been approval to raise the Fire Grant amount this year to 360 million.  Dust off your old proposal or start working on a new one.  If you need some help with this, contact me and I will give you the name of our Fire Grant coordinator who sat in on some of the selection last year.  He may be able to give you some good pointers.  Also, EMS has been added.  No buildings.  Additionally, the application period will be March 1 to April 1, and I hear that it will be internet based only.  Get ready!!
3) Three interesting articles from the December issue of, “Law and Order”.  1)  Although aimed at law enforcement, this article applies to all, “The Consequences of Not Adequately Training or Reviewing Departmental Policy”.  2)  “HAMMER Training Facility”, about some of the Law Enforcement training that they do.  3)  “WMD Training”, aimed at Law Enforcement, but a good article anyway.  If you would like a copy of any of these articles, let me know.  
4) Critical Incident Management Systems will hold a class May 20 – 24 in Warrenton, Oregon.  This class is intended for medically trained persons.  You must be first responder or above (With Certificate) to attend.  You must also fill out a very short medical form to attend this conference which costs $85.00.  The class covers Special Operations Environments; Protocols and Care Under Fire; Radiological, Biological and Chemical Hazards; Explosives and Booby Traps; Urban and Wooded Environment; Tactical Equipment Options; Hostage Dynamics and more.  To find out more and request an application, email, jfg@pacifier.com. 
5) Washington SERC now has a web page.  Go to www.wa.gov/wsem.  At the top under “activities” select Hazardous Materials.  Still under development, but a good start.  
6) I do not know a lot about this, but selected NYPD members, during the New Years celebration in Times Square used a small radiation detector. The device is about the size of a pack of cigarettes and if a source gets close enough, it vibrates, sounds an alarm and flashes.  It costs about $1,400, however.  We will probably be hearing more about this one.  
7) According to several articles I have read, it is expected that the increased use of biosafety equipment will lead to an increased number of people who will find out that they are allergic to latex.  While only about 1% of the general population seems to be allergic to latex, this increases to 5 to 12% of health care workers and others who wear the gloves regularly.  
8) Environmental Protection Magazine (December issue) had an interesting, short, editorial titled, “Seeing Community Right–To-Know Laws in a New Light”.  This was written as a result of the events of September 11th.  I have a copy. 
9) FEMA (That’s us)  is developing, with the aid of a contractor and focus group, an LEPC Members Course.  I have a short paper on the events of the first meeting if you would like to see it.  Sounds very good and very interesting.  
10)  Have you ever wondered where to find people who recycle batteries, including the lithium batteries?  Here are a few web sites to check out.  www.kinsbursky.com/cbmfac.html. This company also has outlets in Canada.  The next one is www.toxco.com/index.html.  In addition there is, www.recycle.net/assn/batt_001.html.  Check them out, there is a lot of information available.

11)  Available.  Received this from the National Institute for Chemical Studies.  “Sheltering in Place as a Public Protective Action”. 50 pages.  

12)  If you ever have the need to write your own MSDS sheets, I came across a book you might be interested in.  It is expensive, $180, but if you want further information, you can write to; International Toxicology, Inc., P.O. Box 2144, Eugene, OR  97402.

13)  If you are looking for information on WMD broadcasts done by ComNet, I have several sites for you;  For previous programs, see, http://terrorism.spjc.edu/ntptcomnet.htm, or http://terrorism.spjc.edu/ntptliveresponse.htm.  For archived programs, see, http://terrorism.spjc.edu/2001schedule.htm. 
14)  Two short, but interesting, articles in the December issue of Firehouse Magazine.  !) “HazMat Totes”  on containers for storing and carrying supplies.  2)  “Domestic Terrorism: What have we learned?”  Copies available. 

15)  CAMEO update.  The all-new CAMEO should be out by the end of February.  The CAMEO automated email message system will make the announcement.  If you are not on that list, send an email to; listserver@unixmail.rtpnc.epa.gov, leave the subject field blank and in the body of the message put “Subscribe CAMEO”  and add your name.  NOTICE!! Upload of old CAMEO to new CAMEO will only work from CAMEO vl.2.1.  You need to upgrade if you have not.  It is imperative to back up the old vl.2.1 before exporting vl.2.1 to new CAMEOfm.  You can do this by getting the CAMEO backup utility.  For this, see www.cameosupport.com.  More later, and thanks to Frank Bovee, EPA Region X.  

16)  If you are looking for a place with lots of safety tips on subject from chemicals to truck safety, try this site, www.safetypages.com.  LOTS of information.

17)  Current list of lists and clean air information is at, www.epa.gov/ceppo/ap-otgu.htm. 

18)  Several interesting articles obtained from a reader of the UPDATE, Fred Millar.   1)  “Shelter in Place Won’t Protect Us”  2 pages  2)  ‘Preserving Worker and Community Right to Know Information as a Means to Reduce the Risk of Chemical Disasters by Accidental Release or Terrorism”  3)  Protecting Children in the New Time of Terrorism.  Available.  

19)  An interesting web site at www.nursingworld.org/news/disaster.  Information on caring for patients in a bioterrorism incident, protecting the caregiver, how to prepare the hospital and a number of resources.  

20)  At www.city.waltham.ma.us/lepcweb/EPAinfo_Lead-Acid_Battery_fax_sheet.htm,  is a report on lead-acid batteries and the risks they pose.  The article discusses why it is important to report their use on Tier II reports.  Check it out.  

21)  If you are planning an MCI or HazMat drill where you expect to cut clothes from your “victims”, consider asking your local hospital to keep several pairs of their “too old for hospital use” scrubs for you.  Dress your “victims” that are to have their clothes cut off in these and there is no big loss when you are done.

22)  Does anyone need a spectacle Kit for an MSA Ultravue Face piece?  If so, contact me.  

23)  The State of Washington Hospital Association is in the process of drafting a statement on the use of level C for health care worker Decon.  When this is finalized, I will put the statement in this publication.  A good, positive step, in my opinion.  This is being driven by the JCAHO standard for accredited hospitals.  

24)  NIOSH has added a Spanish language section to their web site.  Go to, www.cdc.gov/niosh and click on the “NIOSH En Espanol”  logo in the middle of the first page.  

25)  If your jurisdiction allows Tier II reporting by software, you might want to check out the site at, www.epa.gov/ceppo/tier2.htm.  The material is downloadable. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

These are new additions to the library

Much more to come next month, not enough time to enter them this month.  

TERRORISM

1) I have available a video and a CD titled, “FEMA Region X Federal/State Terrorism Workshop”.  This was from a two-day workshop held June 26 and 27 in Seattle.  The CD contains papers, PowerPoint presentations, web links, Word and PDF files used for this conference. LOTS of information. The video contains the presentations by different speakers.  If you would like one, let me know.   

2) Two interesting articles in the December issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin.  1) Speech by FBI Director Mueller to the US Conference of Mayors in October.  2)  Article titled, “Military Support of Domestic Law Enforcement Operations: Working Within Posse Comitatus”.  If you would like either one, let me know.  

3) Another anthrax site to check out for a lot of information.  www.cdc.gov/niosh/emres01.html. 

4) If people have tips on the anthrax deaths or just want to check out what is known so far, check out, www.fbi.gov/majcases/anthrax/amerithraxlinks.htm. 

5) The Federal Trade Commission is sending out emails to marketers of bioterrorism products that the products they sell must meet strict standards and testing before being advertised as capable of deterring biological and Chemical threats.  This ought to be interesting when it comes to some of the old gas masks and other items. 

6) Perhaps the next name we hear of in our search for terrorist will be Imad Fayes Mugniyeh.  According to an article in Insight Magazine, and received from Paul Maniscalco,  he is described as’ “one of the world’s most ruthless and elusive killers”.  I have a 5-page brief on this individual.  

7) I believe I mentioned this before, but it might do well to carry over to some of your schools.  Federal officials are beginning inspections of university facilities across the country that do research on viruses and bacteria.  They began at the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.  

8) This course began in December, but if you know of an Emergency Room Doctor who might be interested in learning how to deal with bioterrorism, have them check out the following web site for more information,  www.pemba.utk.edu/bt101. 

9) Available.  An 11-page document titled, “Large-Scale Quarantine Following Biological Terrorism in the United States”. 

10) The North Carolina Statewide Program for Infection Control and Epidemiology (SPICE) has developed a wall chart on bioterrorist agents. It includes smallpox, anthrax, plague and botulism.  It is available at, www.unc.edu/depts/spice/bioterrorism.html.  

11) If your jurisdiction is also a seaport, does your emergency plan cover this adequately?  If not, or if you are not sure, perhaps it is time to address this problem.  It certainly seems to be getting some attention at the national level.  Check with your local LEPC to see if the problem is addressed.  

12) Something to keep a close eye on will be the new Transportation Security Administration.  It has been described as a law enforcement agency which includes customer service.  Imagine hiring 30,000 new employees to watch over Highways, 130,000 miles of rails, airports and 361 seaports.  There will be a lot happening.  

13) Remember the idea of the “dirty bomb”?  If you saw the article, in Kandahar they found uranium, cyanide and other goodies hidden away.  Go find those old CDV-700s and dust them off.  Train, drill and know what to do

14)   It used to be OSLDPS, now it is ODP (Office of Domestic Preparedness).  Whatever name you know it by, they have a lot of training available and I have a copy of the catalog that I would be willing to share.  This includes Awareness, Ops, Technician, Command, videos, and technical assistance. 

15) Available.  6-page report titled, “Field Testing for Biological Substances”.  From the State of California.  Talks about Smart Ticket, Test Strips, High End Detection, Gas Trapping and Lab Testing.   

16) The House has approved a 2.9 Billion bill with authorization to detect and respond to acts of terrorism.  

17) “Guidelines for Use of Personal Protective Equipment by Law Enforcement Personnel During a Terrorist Chemical Agent Incident”, is available at,  www2.sbccom.army.mil/hld/cwirp/ppe_law_enforcement_ca_incicent_download.htm. 

18) The Heritage Foundation has issued a report with priority recommendations for eliminating vulnerability to terrorist attacks.  114 pages in PDF.  www.heritage.org/homelanddefense/HomelandDefenseweb.pdf. 

19) At, www.usatoday.com/graphics/news/gra/gbioterror/frame.htm, is a tool that graphically depicts the comparative incubation period and issues for some of the high threat bio agents, to include, anthrax, plague, smallpox, tularemia and several others.

20) The Gilmore Commission has released it’s third report on domestic preparedness.  It can be found at,  www.rand.org/nsrd/terrpanel. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS

The following is from the November/December issue of the Beacon.  It was written by David Benner of the Prince William County Dept. of Fire and Rescue.

HAZMAT TRIAGE; THE BENNER PLAN

“In the light of recent events, terrorism and terrorist bombings have become real concerns in our society.  Every time you hear of an explosion in your area, you have to consider whether it is a terrorist or non-terrorist incident.  Whether incidents are works of diabolical minds, or acts of nature or human error, explosions and HazMat incidents will not go away, and will be something we must always be ready to face head on with competence and expertise.  Planning for such events has been inadequate in most localities, and “HazMat Purple” may be a very useful tool in correcting this lack of planning.

Consider the following example:  there is a powerful explosion at a large biochemical research institution, or a large chemical storage facility in a heavily populated area.  This situation has become a mass casualty incident mixing with a HazMat incident, and you are the first unit on the scene, or the second or the third.  Triage is initiated using the “S.T.A.R.T” method (Simple Triage and Rapid Treatment).  Everything is falling into place as planned with the incident command system now in place.  A serious problem occurs in the treatment area of the EMS sector: several of the patients and rescue personnel are contaminated with an unknown substance that came from earlier patients and rescue personnel.

An area where a breakdown can occur in the initial triage tagging in a combined mass casualty and HazMat incident is the contamination of the non-contaminated patients, rescue personnel, and equipment.  We scramble to fix the problem after it is late into the incident: something should have been done before it happened in the first place.  One way to improve an already good system is to add a few more colors beyond the “Red, Yellow, Green and Black” priorities included in the “S.T.A.R.T.” program.  After the initial “S.T.A.R.T.” program there has been little or no uniformity in tagging the HazMat contaminated victims.  This area is where an addition could be made to bring uniformity across the nation.

The triage color, “Hazmat Purple” could be the answer.  The colors “Purple”, “Lite Blue”, and “White” could be added for HazMat incidents.  What do the colors mean, and how should they be used?  “Purple” would be used to tag all confirmed or suspected contaminated patients, personnel, and equipment.  All rescue personnel that come in contact with any confirmed or suspected contaminated patients, or work in any contaminated areas, should be self-tagged “purple” and cease tagging non-contaminated patients, rescue personnel, equipment, and all others even remotely related to the physical site.  “Light Blue”  would be reserved for all HazMat victims. Rescue personnel, and equipment that were contaminated or suspected as being contaminated that have gone through decontamination by HazMat personnel trained in the decontamination of people and gear.  The only people that would need to carry these additional colors would be the initial tag and sort team on all suspected HazMat incidents, the “gat keepers” on HazMat incidents, and by all “gate keepers” at all EMS treatment areas.  “Gate keepers” would be needed for the HazMat decontamination area, and just prior to the entrance to the EMS treatment area.  The EMS “gate keeper” would make sure all incoming patients and personnel were properly tagged and redirect any still contaminated personnel and patients back to the HazMat decontamination area.

This tagging HazMat triage system can be used in conjunction with the ‘S.T.A.R.T.’ program or as a freestanding system.  If this ‘HazMat Purple” system were only partially adopted, HazMat teams would be the ones needing to use it.  This system could also be used for marking affected areas, vehicles, gear and tools: “Purple” for contaminated, “White” for non-contaminated, and “Light Blue” for de-contaminated.

Try this tagging system on your next practical HazMat or mass casualty incident training scenario.  It’s easy, fast and inexpensive to implement.  I am sure you will like the color “HazMat Purple”.

Food for thought.  

(IF YOU KNOW OF A SHORT ARTICLE THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OTHERS, LET ME KNOW)

NOTE:  In the State of Washington, a white tag indicates that a patient has been decontaminated.  This is in addition to the colors of the START 

system.
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