         FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #6

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“You have to count on living every single day in a way you believe will make you feel good about your life – so that if it were over tomorrow, you’d be content with yourself..”  Jane Seymour

“He’s not dead, he’s electroencephalographically challenged”  Unknown

WORD PLAY

Alter a word by adding, subtracting or changing one letter, then, give it a new definition.   INOCULATTE; To take coffee intravenously when you are running late.

AVAILABLE LISTS

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. List has the Internet address and a brief description of each site. Las updated 12-00.  (Available by email)

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 600 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time)  UPDATED on 5-21-01.

NOTE

Since I have been in the office only 4 days in the month of May, you will notice that this month’s UPDATE is shorter than normal.  I will do my best to catch up in the month of June.  Hope you all have a great month and, how about those Mariners!!!.

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
TBD.  Contact Mark Ligman for exact date. 1-800-562-6108.
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) this serves as the Oregon SERC.


June 1 – July 6 – August 3 – September 7 – October 5 – November 2 – December 7.   All In Salem.


LEPC, June 8, and July 13, August 17, October 12, November 16. All are in Salem

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
July 18 & 19, Fairbanks.

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
September 19 – 20, Bellingham, WA


January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
July 18, 2001


November 14, 2001

Alaska RISC
June 13, 2001

October 17, 2001

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

6-4 to 6-8-01

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 1-800-








Preparedness


562-6108

6-4 to 6-8-01

WMD Incident Commander
Anniston, AL


     “          “




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic Preparedness

6-5 to 6-9-01

     “          “


     “               “

     “          “

6-5 to 6-9-01

WMD HazMat Technician
     “          “


     “          “




Training (COBRA)

6-4 to 6-8-01

Air Monitoring For

Army Reserve Training
Diane Ruthruff




Hazardous Materials

Center, Bothell, WA

206 553 5139








Sponsored by EPA

6-4 to 6-15-01
Hazardous Materials

NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov 




Operating Site Practices

6-4 to 6-6-01

Hazardous Materials

WA State Patrol at

Bob Jones




Incident Command

Yakima fire Dept

425 453 3000

6-9-01


Rapid Response to

Chelan Fire Dist #2

 Bob Jones




Ammonia Emergencies
Wenatchee, WA

425 453 3000

6-11 to 6-16-01
Technical Emergency
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Response Training

Center for Domestic 
WA DEM 1-800




(COBRA)


Preparedness


562 6108

6-11 to 6-15-01
Hazardous Materials

Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Technician


North Bend, WA

425 453 3000

6-12-01

EMT Tactical Response
Portland Fire


Patty Rueter




to NBC Terrorism 

0700 – 1600


503 823 3809

6-13-01

     “               “

     “          “


     “          “

6-14-01

D2000 Detector Training
Portland Fire


Patty Rueter




1300 – 1400






503 823 3809

6-15-01

     “               “

     “          “


     “          “

6-16-01

     “               “

     “          “


     “          “

6-15-01

Responding to Chlorine
WA Fire Training Academy
     “          “




Emergencies


North Bend

6-18 to 6-29-01
     “               “  

     “               “

     “               “

6-18 to 6-22-01
WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 1-800








Preparedness


562-6108

6-18 to 6-22-01
WMD Incident Command
     ‘          “


     “          “




Training (COBRA)

6-20 to 6-22-01
Train-the-trainer, HazMat
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Awareness and Ops

North Bend, WA.  By WSP
425 453 3000

6-25 to 6-29-01
WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 1-800








Preparedness


562 6108

6-25 to 6-29-01
WMD Incident Command
     “          “


     “          “




Training (COBRA)

6-26 to 6-27-01
Exercise Design (G120)
American Falls, ID

David Jackson

7-23 to 7-24-01
Emergency Response to
WA Fire Training

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend
425 453 3000




Considerations, Hazardous Materials

7-25 to 7-26-01
Emergency Response to
WA Fire Training

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical

North Bend


425 453 3000




Considerations EMS


8-7 to 8-9-01

Introduction to Ground-
Army Reserve Training
Diane Ruthruff




water Investigations

Center, Bothell, WA

206 553 5139








Sponsored By EPA

8-10-01

Advanced Groundwater
     “               “

     “          “




Investigations

8-11-01

Planning Section, ICS
Multnomah County, OR
Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911 x 246

8-15 to 8-17-01
HazMat Awareness/

WA Fire Training

Bob Jones




Operations Train the 
North Bend


425 453 3000




Trainer

8-19 to 8-24-01
Hazardous Materials 
NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Incident Management










208 334 2336

8-20 to 8-24-01
Hazardous Materials

WA Fire Training

Bob Jones




Technician


Academy, North Bend
425 453 3000

8-21 to 8-24-01
Hazardous Materials

Wenatchee, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




Contingency Planning
by WA DEM


1-8—562 6108

8-21 to 8-22-01
Mass Fatalities Incident
Idaho BDS


Richard Wolfe




Management






208 666 6738

8-27 to 8-31-01
Hazardous Materials

Anchorage, AK

Diane Ruthruff




Incident Response

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

8-28-01

Domestic Preparedness
Camp Murray, WA

Dave Hodgeboom




WMD Awareness





1-800-562-6108

8-29-01

Domestic Preparedness
     “               “

     “          “




WMD, Operations

8-30-01

Domestic Preparedness
     “               “

     “          “




WMD, Incident Command

9-11 to 9-12-01
Chemistry for Environ-
Seattle, by EPA

     “          “




mental Professionals,  
at EPA Office




Fundamentals

9-13 to 14-01

Chemistry for Environ-
Seattle, by EPA

     “          “




mental Professionals,
at EPA Office




Applied.

9-23 to 9-28-01
Hazardous Materials

NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Incident Management (VIP)

9-23 to 9-28-01
Emergency Response to
NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Terrorism: Incident Management (VIP)

OUT OF REGION TRAINING

Received an email from Jim Guseman of Burlington Northern/Santa Fe.  “On June 28, 29 and 30 2001 at Aurora, Il, the BNSF will be hosting three days of HazMat training.  On June 29, there will be a training drill which is a three tier training exercise; 1) Terrorist attack 2) Terrorist attack causing a HazMat release and 3) a secondary device.  The other days include; classroom and hands-on of the BNSF TransCAER Training Tank Car and 8 hour State of Illinois Certified training program dealing with HazMat incidents and passenger trains.  This invitation is extended to any that would like to attend.”   Jim can be reached at, 630 692 6297.

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat (and other) classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.  The HAMMER facility is in Tri-Cities, Washington.

NOTE:  All the COBRA courses listed above are free with travel included.  There are certain requirements for each course.  I have a copy of the course descriptions and requirements if you need them.  In Washington, ALL requests must go through Dave Hodgeboom.  In Oregon, they must go through Kelly Jo Jensen at Oregon Emergency Management.  In Idaho, Check with Bill Bishop and Alaska, check with Bob LaPointe.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 393   INTRODUCTION TO MITIGATION.  As the costs of disasters continue to rise, everyone must find ways to reduce hazard risks to our communities and ourselves.  As communities plan for development, mitigation should be an important component of the planning effort.     
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

6-1-01             Whittier, AK

     Field Deployment
 Larry Iwamoto, AK








907 269 7683

6-4 to 6-6-01   Chenega, AK               Tabletop and Field
Bob Flint




     Deployment

AK Dept. of Conservation

6-13&14-01      Port Angeles, WA
     Tabletop &

John Schumacher



 
      Deployment

360 293 1601

6-27-01            Valdez, AK

     Field Deployment
Bonnie Friedman








AK Dept of Conservation 

7-9 to 7-13-01  Diablo Dragon
     Washington State
Dave Hodgeboom








1-800-562-6108

7-18-01            Longview, WA
     Tabletop & Deployment
Ron Schoelich

                        at Longview Fiber        Drill
                      360 636 6316

7-19 to 20-01  Tesoro Vancouver
     Tabletop & Deployment
 John Schumacher

                        Terminal

      Drill

            360 293 1601

8-9-01               USN Fleet &
      Tabletop & Deployment  Michael Tucker

                         Industrial Supply,       Drill
                       360 476 2135 Ext 223

                         Port Orchard, WA







YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

ICHIEFS 2001 HazMat Conference.  June 7 – 10, Hunt Valley, MD.   www.ichiefs.org/conferences/hazmat2001.htm. 

Responding to Acts of Terrorism.  Los Angeles, July 16 – 18.  www.nigi.org/h0146.htm 

Mass Casualty Incidents Conference and Exposition.  Baltimore, July 24 – 29.  See www.emsmci.com, or call 800-827-8009

Responding to Acts of Terrorism.  Los Angeles, July 16 – 18.  In association with George Washington University, and IAEM.  See www.iir-ny.com. 

EMS Mass Casualty Incident Conference, Baltimore, July 25 – 28.  In conjunction with Firehouse Expo.  See www.emsmci.com. 

Technologies for Public Safety in Critical Incident Response Conference, Albuquerque, September 17 – 19.  For all members of the first response community.  See, www.nlectc.org/conf/nij2001.html.

BULL WHIP (Building Unified Leadership Levels with Hazard Incident Planning)  The Wyoming HazMat and WMD conference will be held in Lander, Wyoming September 17 – 21.  See, http://wema.state.wy.us/bullwhip.htm.   

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation have asked to postpone their CHER-CAP for six months.  The emergency plan that they wished to test is undergoing revision, and they wanted to be able to test the new revision as a part of the CHER-CAP.  This revision will not be completed until August or September, and thus the need for postponement.  I will let you know as soon as the process is approved for a re-start.  Meanwhile, the Franklin County CHER-CAP has completed Phase Two in May.  We had a decon walk-through with each of the three hospitals and the regional HazMat team.  The scenario may not need the 150 “victims” originally planned for, but the rest of the scenario is the same.  We have set the week of July 23rd for the Phase Three visit with Ken Harlan of Shan English & Associates.      

I am still looking for a few more good exercise evaluators, specifically in the area of Hospital emergency Decon and Emergency room,  EMS,  and Public Works.  If you know of someone or would like to volunteer, let me know.  If you have not had exercise evaluation training, no problem, as I will arrange a one-day training session soon. Let me know if you are able to help.         

POTPOURRI

1) Completely useless, but fascinating information.  Have you ever wondered what sort of mark one billion pennies would make?  Stacked in blocks they would equal 5 blocks 9x11x41, or five school busses.  Total weight 3,125 tons, stacked height 987 miles and flat area would cover 89.7 acres.   Start that savings program now.

2) Last Month I mentioned the story about the booby-trapped air bag compartments.  I have now a copy of an article from the May issue of Police Magazine on this subject with further contact information if needed.  

3) I ordered several extra copies of the course, “Emergency Operations Center, Management and operations Course”.  I have both the Instructor guide and the student manual.  Let me know if you would like a copy.  

4) Just a snapshot of what the foot and mouth disease is doing in Britain.  So far, 3,050,000 animals slaughtered or identified as being for slaughter.  If this was a Bioweapons test, it seems to be working.  

5) Article from Contingency Planning & Management, May/June 2001.  “The Facts and Fallacies of Indoor Air Quality.”  Available by request, talks about “Sick” buildings and other topics.

6) Interested in finding out about places to get grants.  One source is, www.cfda.gov/federalcommons.  This site has information on grants for a variety of subjects to include; Disaster Prevention and Relief, Environmental Quality, Law Justice and legal services, Science and Technology and has links to other sites.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

VIDEO
HM50/44
Shelter in Place.  12 Min.  From the National    

Institute for Chemical Safety.

VIDEO
HM50/126
Shelter in Place.  10.5 min.  Spanish Version from 

Morrow County, Oregon, Emergency Management.

VIDEO
HM50/115
Shelter in Place at Your Office.  12 Min.  From 

Kanawha Putnam Emergency Planning Committee.

VIDEO
SFTY01/20
It Only Takes a Second.  4 Min.  With Manual.  

Workplace safety.

VIDEO
TNG30/89
The Difficult Guest.  With Manual.  About 

Understanding and serving difficult customers.

VIDEO
FR100/78
From EENET.  One hour.  “A Conversation With 

Ken Burris”.  Interview with the head of the USFA.

VIDEO
TNG30/68.4.1  From EENET.  One Hour.  Classroom Connection, 

Making Safe Schools.  Marilyn McGuire.  From an 

August 2000 conference.

VIDEO
TNG30/88
From EENET. 2 Hours.  Highlights From the 

Second Fire and Emergency Services Higher 

Education Conference.  April 2001.

VIDEO
EX170/11
CHER-CAP, The Lake Havasu City Exercise.  2 

Hours. About the entire CHER-CAP process.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month, it is back to the state of Idaho. Thanks to Mark Wendelsdorf for his assistance in putting this together.  

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:
The Southwest Idaho Regional Response Team is comprised of 3 fire departments in the area; Boise, Caldwell and Nampa.  For the small spills and drug labs only half of the team responds based on the incident location.  In the event of large or unknown spills, the full team responds.  We will be profiling the Caldwell Fire Department leg of the team, which is commanded by Chief Bruce Allcott.

HAZMAT CHIEF: 
The Hazardous Materials Chief is Assistant Chief Mark Wendelsdorf.

POPULATION SERVED:  The Caldwell Fire Department serves a population of 35,000.  The Hazardous Materials Response Team serves the twelve Southwest Counties in Idaho, which has a population of over 250,000.    

TOTAL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL:   The Caldwell Fire Department is a Combination Department with 27 career (24 working the 4-platoon system and 3 Chief Officers) and 15 paid on-call.    

HAZAMT PERSONNEL:  The Caldwell Fire Department has 18 members on the HazMat team.  The members are divided into 3 squads that rotate “call out” every week.   

TYPE OF EQUIPMENT:  The State of Idaho Bureau of Hazardous Materials has established a list of materials to be carried and a funding source for the initial purchase of this equipment.  Currently, they use a truck and trailer concept for response.  The state is working to purchase a new truck for the team later this year.  

TRAINING LEVELS:  All team members are trained to the technician level with ICS.  From that point on, each squad has personnel who specialize in various areas, such as chemistry, over the road, rail or radiation response.  

NUMBER OF CALLSPER YEAR:  Caldwell averages about 25 hazardous materials responses a year, most of which are to assist Law Enforcement with drug labs.  

CHALLENGES:  The greatest challenge that Caldwell faces is to stay current with the changing technologies and instrumentation that is available.  They are also addressing issues relating to WMD and the role that will be played by the team in that scenario.    

GOALS:  To provide the best level of response that is possible.  They will work to achieve this by providing additional training to their personnel as it is made available and try to expand the training offered to other emergency responders in the 12 counties in which they respond.

MOST COMMON TYPE OF CALL:  Assisting with drug lab seizures.  The Law Enforcement officers in the state receive training and direction that the HazMat team is a part of their response to a drug lab, and as such it becomes our most common type of call.  At drug labs we assist with monitoring, decontamination, site safety, back up team and medical monitoring.

LARGEST CHEMICAL HAZARD:  The largest potential comes from chemicals found in the agriculture industry, since most of the area is agriculture based.  For Caldwell, the greatest challenge is ammonia, since they have two very large industries that use it for refrigeration.  Both of these companies have had large leaks in the last 12 months.  

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) Found a good web site run by the Southern Poverty Law Center.  www.tolerance.org. The site has current news, information on hate sites, hate groups in each state, how to fight hate, a tolerance test and many other interesting and helpful ways to promote tolerance in our society and our lives.  Well worth the visit.   

THE LAST WORD

An interesting safety warning from the HazMat newsgroup forum.

“When a CO2 fire extinguisher is operated, rapid expansion of the gas causes cooling which manifests itself as a “fog” consisting of dry ice (i.e., CO2) particles and, if the relative humidity is high, water ice formed from moisture in the air.  These entrained ice particles move very rapidly and any that collide with the plastic horn of the fire extinguisher are likely to become triboelectrically charged.  This reveals the somewhat ironic result that even such a conventional safety device as a fire extinguisher can create a significant electrostatic hazard in certain applications.  The hazard arises when an extinguisher is used to inert a shipboard fuel tank.  This practice, called “hatch snuffing”, is done through an open hatch.  If sufficient charge is separated, a brush electrostatic discharge can occur, igniting flammable vapors or mist present just outside the hatch opening.  The risk associated with this phenomenon can be avoided simply by removing the plastic horn from the CO2 fire extinguisher (Leonard and Clark, 1975).  Without the horn, entrained ice particles have no surface to interact with and against which to become charged.”









































































