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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #4

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Accept the challenges so that you may feel the exhilaration of victory.”  George S. Patton

“What we hope ever to do with ease, we must learn first to do with diligence.”   Samuel Johnson

WORD PLAY

Alter a word by adding, subtracting or changing one letter, then give it a new definition.   INTAXICATION; Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts until you realize it was your money to start with.

AVAILABLE LISTS

HazMat & Terrorism Internet Address list. 16 pages. A reference source. (Available by email)

Region X Lending Library List (Books, Videos, CDs, over 600 titles, by snail mail only) A free service.  (3 items at a time)

NOT A LIST, JUST EXCESS VIDEOS.  First come, first served.  1)  Get out and stay alive 16 Minutes, fire safety – 2)  Make Yourself a Promise, 27 minutes, earthquake preparedness (Timely, eh?) one of them is closed captioned. 4 copies – 3)  Children and Trauma; The School’s Response, 20 minutes – 4)  Earthquakes and Schools, 16 minutes.  Check with your local emergency manager if you are not able to use them. 

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
June 14.  Moses Lake, WA.  SERC meeting and LEPC conference, one day.  
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council) This serves as the Oregon SERC.


April 6 – May 4 – June 1 – July 6 – August 3 – September 7 – October 5 – November 2 – December 7.   All In Salem.


LEPC, April 19, June 8, and July 13, August 17, October 12, November 16. All are in Salem

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
April 17 & 18, 2001, Anchorage

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
May 2 – 3, Spokane, WA


September 19 – 20, Bellingham, WA


January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
NEW! An additional RISC meeting will be held in Seattle, at a location TBA, on April 36 to discuss Energy policies in the Northwest.

July 18, 2001


November 14, 2001

Alaska RISC
June 13, 2001


October 17, 2001

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

4-3 to 4-5-01

Emergency Operations
King Co., WA


Alan Jakobitz




Center







1 800 562 6108

4-4 to 4-5-01

Operations Section, ICS
Washington County,

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon


503 378 2911

4-11 to 4-12-01
Intro to ICS

           Multnomah County

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon


503 378 2911

4-17 to 18-01

Safety & Health Decision
EPA Sponsored, Ft

Diane Ruthruff




Making for Managers
Richardson, AK

206 553 5139

4-17 to 4-19-01
Basic and Intermediate
Snohomish Co, DEM,
Chris Colmore




ICS



Paine Field, Everett, WA
425 423 7635

4-18 to 4-20-01
HazMat Awareness/Ops
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Train-the-trainer

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000








By WA State Patrol

4-24 to 25-01

Introductory Preliminary
Ft. Lewis, WA


Diane Ruthruff




Assessment Training
Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

4-24 to 4-26-01
Basic and intermediate
Snohomish Co., DEM
Chris Colmore




ICS



Paine Field, Everett, WA
425 423 7635

4-24 to 4-27-01
Exercise Design and 
Wenatchee, WA

Gerald Jenson




Evaluation






1 800 562 6108

4-25 to 4-26-01
Incident Commander
Portland, OR


Kelly Jo Jensen












503 3782911

4-25 to 4-27-01
HazMat Incident 

North Bend, WA

Bob Jones




Command


By WA State Patrol

425 453 3000

4-26 & 27-01

Introductory Site 

Ft. Lewis, WA


Diane Ruthruff




Assessment Training
Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

5-3 to 5-4-01

Emergency Response to
Spokane FPD #10

Bob Jones




Terrorism; Tactical





424 453 3000




Considerations, EMS

5-5 to 5-6-01

Emergency Response to
Spokane Fire Dept.

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations,


425 453 3000




Company Officer

5-7 to 5-11-01
WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

5-14 to 5-19-01
Technical Emergency
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Response Training

Sponsored by Center for
WA EMD 800 562 




(COBRA)


Domestic Preparedness
6108

5-7 to 5-11-01
WMD Incident Commander
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic 
WA DEM 800 562 








Preparedness


6108

5-18-01

Toxic Release Inventory
Moses Lake, WA

SAIC 509-765 9317




Training, Sponsored by EPA, at Shilo Inn.

5-21 to 5-25-01
WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

5-21 to 5-25

WMD Incident Commander
    “               “

     “               “




Training (COBRA)

5-21 to 5-22-01
Toxic Release Inventory
Portland, OR


SAIC 800 899 0248




Training, Sponsored by EPA at Days Inn, City Center

5-22 to 5-26-01
WMD Incident Commander
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic 
WA DEM 800 562 








Preparedness


6108

5-22 to 5-26

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

5-23 to 5-24-01
Toxic Release Inventory
Seattle, Federal Bldg
SAIC 800 806 8145




Training, Sponsored by EPA

5-30 to 6-1-01
HazMat Incident

WSP Academy

Bob Jones




Command


Shelton, WA


425 453 3000

6-4 to 6-8-01

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic 
WA DEM 800 562 








Preparedness


6108

6-4 to 6-8

WMD Incident Commander
     “               “

     “               “




Training (COBRA)

6-5 to 6-9-01


“          “

     “               “

     “               “

6-4 to 6-8-01

Air Monitoring For

Army Reserve Training
Diane Ruthruff




Hazardous Materials

Center, Bothell, WA

206 553 5139








Sponsored by EPA

6-4 to 6-15-01
Hazardous Materials

NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov 




Operating Site Practices

6-4 to 6-6-01

Hazardous Materials

WA State Patrol at

Bob Jones




Incident Command

Yakima fire Dept

425 453 3000

6-5 to 6-9-01

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic 
WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

6-11 to 6-16-01
Technical Emergency 
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Response Training Course
Sponsored by Center for
WA DEM 800 562




(COBRA)


Domestic Preparedness
6108

6-11 to 6-15-01
Hazardous Materials

Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Technician


North Bend, WA

425 453 3000

6-18 to 6-22

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

6-18 to 6-29-01
     “               “  

     “               “

     “               “

6-18 to 6-22-01
WMD Incident Command
     “               “ 

     “               “




Training (COBRA)

8-19 to 8-24-01
Hazardous Materials 
NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Incident Management

6-20 to 6-22-01
Train-the-trainer, HazMat
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Awareness and Ops

North Bend, WA.  By WSP
425 453 3000

6-25 to 6-29

WMD HazMat Technician
Anniston, AL


Dave Hodgeboom




Training (COBRA)

Center for Domestic

WA DEM 800 562








Preparedness


6108

6-25 to 6-29

WMD Incident Command
     “               “

     “               “




Training (COBRA)

6-26 to 6-27-01
Exercise Design (G120)
American Falls, ID

David Jackson












208 334 2336

9-23 to 9-28-01
Hazardous Materials

NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Incident Management (VIP)

9-23 to 9-28-01
Emergency Response to
NFA, Emmitsburg, MD
www.usfa.fema.gov



Terrorism: Incident Management (VIP)

NOTE:  All the COBRA courses listed above are free with travel included.  There are certain requirements for each course.  I have a copy of the course descriptions, requirements and application if you need it.  In Washington, ALL requests for this training must go through Dave Hodgeboom.  Your state may well have a person who makes these arrangements for you.  I included Dave for Washington as an example of who to call.  If you have the name and number of your state contact for this training, let me know and I will include this in the next issue of the UPDATE.  

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

RICHLAND, WA.

For additional HazMat classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 10   ANIMALS IN DISASTER – MODULE B – COMMUNITY PLANNING.   Module B  is intended to guide emergency management officials and animal owners, care providers, and industries in preparing community disaster plans.   
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

4-11-01           Washington County,    Earthquake exercise
Kelly Jo Jensen

                       Oregon
                                                     503  378 2911

5-2 & 3-01       King Salmon, AK        Training & Tabletop
Larry Iwamoto,  AK



               Major exercise 

907 269 7683

5-3-01             Swan Island Ship
    Operational Exercise
Chief Muir (Portland Fire)

                       Repair Yard. 
    Marine Fire Safety Drill
503 823 3736

                       Columbia River, Portland  


5-7 to 11-01    CSEPP

    Required exercise

Larry Keen 425 487 4757

5-9-01             Tosco, Tacoma,
     Tabletop & deploy-
Joe Chirco 

                       WA                              ment at facility
            562 906 7567

5-9-01             Umatilla & Morrow      CSEPP Exercise
            Larry Keen

                       Counties, Oregon,                                              425 487 4757

                        And Benton County, 

                        WA


5-16-01            WA state Earthquake  Functional

                         Drill


6-1-01             Whittier, AK

     Field Deployment
 Larry Iwamoto, AK








907 269 7683

6-4 to 6-6-01   Chenega, AK               Tabletop and Field
Bob Flint




     Deployment

AK Dept. of Conservation

6-13&14-01      Port Angeles, WA
     Tabletop &

John Schumacher



 
      Deployment

360 293 1601

6-27-01            Valdez, AK


Field Deployment
Bonnie Friedman








AK Dept of Conservation 

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

Fire Department Instructors Conference, April 30 – May 6, 2001, Sacramento, CA.  1-888-472-7462.

WMD III.  Bio-Terrorism Consequence Management Table Top Exercise:  A Scenario Driven Disaster Planning Game.  Dulles Hilton, Herndon, VA.,  April 2-3, 2001.  See,  www.afji.com/conferences/program.htm
National REP (Radiological Emergency Preparedness) Program Conference,  Nashville,  April 2 – 5.  See, www.deq.state.la.us/nrep. 

Partners in Preparedness.  April 17 – 18, Bellevue, WA.  See, http://hrs.crgnet.com/wwen2001. 

Occupational Health and Safety Conference.  April 20 – 27, San Francisco.   www.aaohn.org/aohc2001/registration.htm. .  

National Disaster Medical System Conference.  April 21-25, Dallas Texas.  www.oep.dhhs.gov/NDMS_Conference/ndms_conference.html. Or (301) 443 1167.

National Planning Conference and Exhibition on Weapons of Mass Destruction, Terrorism Preparedness and Response.  April 30 – May 2, 2001.   Salt Lake City.  Seminars, exhibits, workshops, demonstrations.  See, http://register.ndia.org/interview/register.ndia?~Brochure~1450. 

Pacific Northwest Regional HazMat Conference & Workshop.  Wenatchee, Washington, May 23 – 25, 2001.  Contact Mike Hammond at (425) 487 4775 or mike.Hammond@fema.gov.

Mass Casualty Incidents, EMS,  Conference and Exposition.  Baltimore, July 24 – 29.  See www.emsmci.com, or call 800-827-8009

NOTE:  The Technology Conference scheduled for May 21-24 in San Diego has been cancelled.

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

CHER-CAP  in the states of Washington and Oregon is underway.  We now have a contractor assigned to help with these first two.  We will be having our Phase 1 meetings at the Umatilla Tribes on April 2, 3 and morning of the 4th, and  the same meeting for Franklin County on the afternoon of the 4th and the 5th and 6th.  Franklin County has a date picked out for their final exercise, this being September 28th.  If any of you would be interested to observe any of these meetings, now or  in the future, let me know and I will keep you informed.  You are welcome to come and observe what is going on.  This would be especially helpful if you are considering a CHER-CAP for your own community.  In Alaska, the community of Kotzebue is still considering this, and in Idaho, I recently gave a presentation to Jerome County.  I am still available to meet with you or give presentations on CHER-CAP, all you need to do is call me.  

 I am still looking for good exercise evaluators in the area of Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS, Public Works and other related disciplines.  If you know of someone or would like to volunteer, let me know.  If you have not had exercise evaluation training, it would be beneficial to get that done as soon as possible.  If you need this training, let me know as there will be several classes on this topic coming up soon.          

POTPOURRI

1) Available.  FEMA Rep 5, Revision 2 dated November 2000.  This is the, ‘Guidance for Developing State, Tribal, and Local Radiological Emergency Response Planning and Preparedness for Transportation Accidents”.  This is the official version to replace the “Draft” version that was available last year.   

2) A brochure you might want to get.  The Chemical Manufacturers Association has a brochure titled, “Handling Hazardous Materials Incidents, A Lending Library of Audiovisual Training Programs for Emergency Response Personnel”.  These are mostly video tapes, but there are also some slide shows.  A few titles include; Hazardous Materials: The Pesticide Challenge, Emergency Response Procedures for Agricultural Ammonia Releases, Teamwork – Safe Handling of a Hazardous Materials Incident, Phosphorus and the First Responder, Hydrogen Peroxide Safety and Handling, Poisons: Identification-Toxicity and safe Handling.  Write to;  NCRIC, Chemical Manufacturers Association, 2501 M St. NW, Washington, D.C.  20037. 

3) If you have not done so already, you might want to check out, www.usfa.fema.gov/assist.  This site has information on financial assistance and resource information on a variety of topics to include; community facilities grant program, federal surplus property program, catalog of federal domestic assistance and many more.  The site was updated on 2-26-01.  

4) Questions on the FEMA Fire Grant Program can be emailed to; USFAGrants@fema.gov.  The 30 day filing for this opens up April 2.  Start now if you have not already done so.

5) At www.nifc.gov check out the information on the releasing of funds to rural fire departments.  Four agencies of the Department of the Interior will distribute $10 million to, “…enhance the fire protection capability of rural fire districts”.  See the site for eligibility requirements and other items of interest. 

6) Do you ever deal with difficult people?   As a member of a HazMat response team as a representative of Fire, Law Enforcement, State ecology or numerous other organizations, you might have to work with owners, suspects or workers involved in a HazMat incident.  If you are interested in learning how to deal with some of these people, a site you might want to check out is, http://verbal-judo.com/fexibility.html.  I know that this is a subject taught in Law Enforcement for some time now with a great deal of success, talk to one of your local law enforcement agencies if you have never heard of it.  The technique does work and might well be worth checking out.  

7) May 23 to 25 at the West Coast Convention Center in Wenatchee, Washington is the 14th annual Pacific Northwest Regional HazMat Conference and Workshop.  Sponsored by the Washington State Association of Fire Chiefs Hazardous Materials Division and the Washington State Patrol Fire Marshal’s Office, Hazardous Materials Unit.  Sessions on Evidence preservation, functions of the PIO, chemistry of explosives, monitoring and detecting equipment, respiratory protection, railroad hazmat safety, hands on practical, and many more.  Contact me for more information and application form.  

8) Available.  The 2001 Catalog of Activities from the National Fire Academy.  Just let me know if you want it.

9)  A proposal going for vote in May at the NFPA would require that professional, full-time departments staff each apparatus with four people.  If you are interested in learning more about this, try www.nfpa.org/procom/pdffs/1710-pdf. A lot of economic considerations in this one.  I also have a copy of a brief commentary on comments made at a recent meeting of NFPA, ICHIEFS and ICMA if you would like to have it.

10)  The Washington Department of Ecology has produced 2 checklists that may be of interest to you since both have been approved as an initial site safety plan by Washington OSHA.  The first is, “Department of Ecology Spill Operations Section Drug Lab Site Hazard Assessment Worksheet”.  This, and the next, are both I page, 2 sided.  The second is a generic checklist titled, “Department of Ecology – Spill Operations Section Hazard Assessment 
Worksheet”.  I have these both in hard copy, if you would like a copy, I can mail or fax a copy.
11) A good site for looking up CFRs is. www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-table-search.html#page1.  

12)  The FBI is hiring for its Hazardous Materials Response Unit.  Information is available at www.fbijobs.com/FBIJoblist.asp.  The job is listed as “Physical Security Specialist”. 

13)  The March 2001 issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin has an article titled, “Media Trends and the Public Information Officer”.  If you do not have access to this magazine, I have copies.  Also, there is one from the February 2001 issue of Law and Order titled, “More Media Relations Winners”.  

14)  On May 22, Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality, Idaho State Police, BHS, and Idaho Transportation are sponsoring a Diesel Spills workshop.  It will be in Pocatello at Idaho State U from 0830 – 1630.  Topics covered will be; Company and driver responsibility before and after the accident, what happens after you notify, Now what? Clean up and remediation, common sense tactics to prevent your bad day from becoming worse, vendor presentations and outside mock up.  There is a $25.00 fee, but lunch is provided.  For more information, contact Kathy at ISU 208 282 3155.  I have a copy of the brochure if you would like to see it. 

15)  BODY CHEMISTRY:  TSH; (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) stimulates the production and discharge of your thyroid hormones.  An increase in TSH can be found in primary hypothyroidism.  Other reasons for elevated TSH can be due to pituitary dysfunction and central hypothyroidism.  Decreased levels of TSH may be associated with Graves Disease, thyroid adenoma and nodular goiter.  FREE THYROXIN INDEX (T7) The T7, also known as the free thyroxin index, is a measure of effective thyroxin concentration and T-uptake, a functional measure of thyroid binding protein activity.  PSA Prostate Specific antigen (PSA) is a protein associated with prostatic tissue.  Elevated serum PSA values are associated with prostate cancer, benign prosthetic hypertrophy and inflammatory conditions of other adjacent genitourinary tissues.  PSA determinations can be useful in detecting metastic or persistent prostate disease in patients following surgical or medical treatment of prostate cancer.  

16)  Firehouse Magazine, March 2001 has an interesting article titled, “Emergency Traffic Management”.  It is the first of a two-part article and addresses a variety of situations including HazMat.  I have copies of the article, if you need one.

17)  If you are not already aware of this, the Washington Fire Marshal’s Office, Fire Protection Bureau, now has an email monthly newsletter.  The newsletter contains information on Fire, HazMat and Terrorism training sponsored by the bureau, as well as other items of interest.  To subscribe, email your request to; basicff1@wsp.wa.gov.  I do not think you have to be from Washington to get this, since some of the information may benefit others.  

18)  A bit of information received from Washington Department of Ecology.  A Dollar Store in Yakima has pulled all motor oil, brand name of “Apex Oil” , from the shelves.  It seems that the “oil” contains solvents and other ingredients harmful to an engine.  If you ever see it, don’t use it.

19)  I must develop a catalog system for this UPDATE, as I cannot remember, without looking at every issue if I have included the following before or not.  At any rate, at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/chemaids/react.html, you can download a worksheet which will tell you what happens when you combine two chemicals of your choosing.  It is called the Chemical Reactivity Worksheet.  This could be very beneficial to HazMat teams working a spill with multiple chemicals involved.  

20)  The Recall Roundup, a project by the US Consumer Product Safety Commission to reduce serious fire related injuries and deaths in children, is scheduled for April 17 this year.  The program is encouraging consumers to remove hazardous products from their homes.  If you would like to know more about this effort in the states of, Washington, Montana, Alaska, Idaho and Oregon, call Eugene Staebell in Kent, Washington at (253) 631 6806 or estaebell@cpsc.gov.

21)  Responding to what must have been a very loud outcry, President Bush has reinstated the FIRE Act money for FY 02.   Further information on this can be found at, www.usfa.fema.gov/grants. 

22)  Keep your eyes on the TV Guide in the latter part of April.  60 Minutes is going to do a follow-up on the story it did last year on the CSEPP program in the Umatilla area.  Speaking of CSEPP, for a look at a good website from Umatilla and Morrow counties in Oregon and Benton county in Washington, go to;  www.csepp.net. 

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE LOAN

CD     FR100/71

Emergency Operations Center Simulation.

Vinceville Fire Simulation.  From the Department 

of Energy, 1998.  

CD     TER10/16

Weapons of Mass Destruction Events.  The 

Coordinated Federal Response.  January 2000 

From the Department of Energy.  

CD     HM50/160

Suit Smart from Kappler Industries.  The software 

Solution for Protective Apparel.  

CD     TER10/18

Emergency Operations Center Simulation. 

 Vinceville Terrorist Simulation.  1997 from the 

Department of Energy.

ZIP Disc  HM50/135
Hazardous Materials Contingency Planning Course.  

Slides. 9 modules for Instructors in Power Point.  

From FEMA and Utah Emergency Management.

VIDEO TER10/20.1
From EENET.  January 3, 2001 Consequence 

Management News, Equipment and Training.  1 hour.  

Concerns the OK City memorial, critical incident 

protocol, Office for victims of crime and a profile 

of a small community and it’s WMD preparedness.

VIDEO  TER10/26

From EENET.  1-24-01.  1 hour.  Weapons of Mass 

Destruction – live response.  Building a successful 

media plan.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month, I am highlighting a private contractor in our area.  It seems to me that we should know about these companies and their capabilities.

COMPANY:
Global Diving and Salvage, Inc.  Seattle, WA

POC:
Devon Grennan, Tim Beaver,  (206) 623 0621/ 800 441 3483.

POPULATION SERVED:


Marine industrial community, both vessels and facilities.

TOTAL PERSONNEL:


30 full time HAZWOPER trained personnel.

TYPE OF EQUIPOMENT:


Oil spill response equipment, both marine and land based.   Limited hazardous materials response equipment.  Heavy lift marine salvage equipment.  Emergency lightering equipment.  Commercial diving equipment.  Soil and groundwater remediation equipment.

TRAINING LEVELS:


All personnel have 40 hour HAZWOPER training and CPR/First aid.  Supervisors have 8 hour HAZWOPER Supervisor Training.   Primary response levels are Level C PPE.

CALL PER YEAR:



Typically 50 – 70 emergency responses.

CHALLENGES:
Providing a full service emergency response for clients, ranging from diving, salvage, oil spill and HazMat services.

GOALS:
Continue implementation of a more rounded hazardous materials response team, rather than the current focus on petroleum-based responses.

COMMON RESPONSE:


Point source petroleum spill from vessel or facility.

LARGEST PROBLEM:


The scenario that poses the largest problem typically in an abandoned fishing vessel, where there is usually a large stockpile of various chemicals that have been put into smaller, unmarked containers.  The scenario is played out with monitoring, entry, hazard categorization, overpacking and disposal.  Although it seems like a straight-faced HazMat project, the vessel is usually at a location where logistical support is not readily available, and/or sinking.

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) In preparation at the federal level, it appears, according to one source I have seen, that the U.S. is buying one half billion (With a B) ciprofloxacin tablets.  This is the drug of choice to fight bacteria attacks such as those caused by anthrax.  Evidently this drug is not cheap as a 500 mg tablet runs about $4.25.

2) The BioReliance Corp. has contracted with the military to produce 300,000 doses of smallpox vaccine.  Not much, but it is a beginning. This batch is supposed to be started before the end of the year.

3) If you would like to get the newsletter from CBIAC (Chemical and Biological Defense Information Analysis Center), go to www.cbiac.apgea.army.mil.   Once there, go to the section that says, Mailing List Request Form. 

4) According to Johns Hopkins, Botulinum is a major biological weapons threat.  There is a vaccine available, but its widespread use will eliminate the medicinal uses of the toxin.  Be aware of this, however, as it is something to inform medical personnel about, and that would include how to diagnose the problem.  

5) Another biological problem that we are becoming more aware of is foot-and-mouth disease.  This disease released in the food supply can cause havoc.  Consider talking with veterinarians in your area to understand more about this disease.  

6) Although there has certainly been a lot of material printed lately about National Guard Civil Support Teams being unprepared, I have also seen a number of people (at the local level) refute that notion.   Several studies have pointed to a lot of problems, but from my point of view, the CST here in Washington State seems to be progressing rather well.  I’ll keep a close eye on this one.  

7) June Uson, the FEMA Region X Terrorism contact is now producing a Terrorism Program Conference, Meeting, Training and Exercise Calendar.  At this point in time it is available only by email or by fax or snail mail.  We are exploring the possibility of having this posted to the region X web site.  In the meantime, if this is of interest to you, send an email to june.uson@fema.gov. This calendar covers as many events as she knows of in Region X, and some of national importance outside the region.  If you know of a meeting, exercise or other terrorism related happening that is not on the schedule, I am sure June would appreciate hearing about it.  

8) According to “The Beacon”, February issue,  There is now a Palm Pilot version of, “On-Scene Commanders Guide for Responding to Chemical and Biological Incidents” available for download.  Go to www.ndpo.gov, check the emergency responder prompt and it will tell you how to access the common communications link. 

9) Government Printing  Office has a Bomb Threat Standoff Card available for purchase.  It is a two-sided, four-color 3X5 laminated card with a pictorial representation of 8 bomb threats and associated explosive capacities, building and outdoor distances.  Stock # 064-000-00028, $3.75 per ten.  See www.gpo.gov and go to bookstore.

10) The National Terrorism Preparedness Institute provides satellite broadcasts.  The last one was in March.  To find out about future broadcasts and how to view them, visit, http://terrorism.spjc.edu/liveresponse.html. 

11) Mac Thornberry (R-Texas) introduced a bill to create a new agency for homeland security.  His proposal would turn FEMA into the National Homeland Security Agency.  FEMA would still work on natural disasters, but would also be the lead agency for responding to and preventing terrorist attacks.  The Coast Guard, Customs and Border Patrol would also become independent agencies.  Critical infrastructure protection would also be included in the new agency.  The purpose for this, he says, is that at present homeland security is fragmented among many different agencies.  

THE LAST WORD

Found on the HazMat web.  This concerns exercises/events.  Although some of the ideas are very good, I am not sure I agree with all of it, but it seems to be a good starting point for discussion.  

Some lessons learned:

1) Keep your response simple

a) If you don’t play with the new toys before the exercise, don’t use them on the day of the exercise.  (Too late to read the instructions)

b) Don’t plan for large elaborate setups, and don’t try and set them up.

c) Do it the way that you know it will be done on a regular day, don’t develop some great new idea for the exercise.

2) Rescue all live victims.

a) Don’t wait 1, 1 ½, or 2 hours to rescue folks. (Have you ever seen the time where no one got rescued?)

b) People who are alive when the first crews arrive, should be removed by those crews.

c) If you need level A to rescue people, you need body bags to put them into.

3) ID the product while the rescue is going on.

a) The key to success is “protect and detect”.

b) Use lots of monitors – know how to use them and trust them.

4) Decon only those that are truly contaminated.

a) Decon only those that are symptomatic, or have a solid or liquid on them.

b) Psychological decon can be set up later, or be off-site.

c) Wash them for 3 minutes, no more, no less – this is the best time as determined by a new study, get most of the big chunks off.

d) You can’t decon someone unless you know what they have on them (ID).

5) Isolate the event, keep everyone out of the area, security is the key.

6) Only occupy as much property as you can control.

7) Call for the RIGHT help early and often.

8) Establish 3-5 strategic goals, post them, and stick to them.

a) When some agency(ies) tell you that they are there to help, point to the goals, ask, “can you help me with those?”  If the answer is no, or not sure, or we don’t do that – show them to the door, tell them to go away and when they can help you, that you will be the first to call on them.

9) Don’t let the bastards win! 

a) it’s your town before the event (or exercise) and it will be your town after the event.  Everyone always leaves and you are left with the mess that they dropped on you.

b)  It’s your sandbox – you determine who plays in it.
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