FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”

UPDATE 

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 08-1-00 to 10-31-00.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“It Ain’t bragging if it’s the truth.”     Dizzy Dean

“You have a left side and a right.  The left side controls the right half of your body, and the right side controls the left half.  Therefore, left-handers are the only people in their right mind.”  Bill (Spaceman) Lee, as a Montreal Expo.

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS  CAMPUS

www.teex.com/campus/campus.cfm  

From the National Emergency Response and Rescue Training Center (NERRTC).  This includes awareness level training in the following areas;  Terrorism Awareness for Emergency First Responders,  Emergency Medical Services, and Public Works (Still under construction.  This site requires a log in and password.                  

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
October 4 in Oak Harbor, WA.  In conjunction with the Washington State Emergency Managers Association.
OREGON
August 21, 2000, In Eugene in conjunction with the Oregon Emergency Managers Association annual meeting.
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
10-24 & 25-00   Fairbanks


1-16 & 17-01     Anchorage


4-17 & 18-01     Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
9-12 & 13,  Newport, Oregon


12-5 & 6,  TBA, Probably Seattle

AK-RRT
TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

8-8 to 8-9-00

Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training 
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend, 
360-753-0498




Considerations: HazMat
          WA

8-10-00

Responding to Chlorine
WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson




Emergencies


Academy, North Bend, WA
360 753 0435

8-14 to 8-18-00
HazMat Chemistry

Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore








Taught by WSP

425-423-7635

8-15 to 8-16-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: 

WA




Emergency Medical Services

8-17 to 8-18-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: Company
          WA




Officer

8-21 to 8-25-00
Exercise Design &

Oregon Emergency

503-378-2911

8-22 to 8-25-00
HazMat Ops level TTT
WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson












360 753 0435

8-28 to 8-31-00
HazMat On-Scene

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Incident Commander




360 753 0435

9-6 to 9-8-00

Railway Emergency 

WSP at North Bend Fire
Aloha Watson




Response.  


Academy.


360 753 0435




PREREQUISITE:   Hazardous Materials Technician

9-12 to 9-13-00
Emergency Response to
WSP at Fire Training
John Farrow




Terrorism: Tactical

Academy, North Bend,
360-753-0498




Considerations: Company
            WA




Officer

9-14 to 9-15-00
Emergency Response to

“          “

     “          “




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations: Emergency Medical Services

HOME STUDY COURSE HIGHLIGHT

IS 120   AN ORIENTATION TO COMMUNITY DISASTER EXERCISES.  This course includes a videocassette and a student manual that provides an orientation to the types of exercises used to test and evaluate a community’s emergency plan.  see  www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 

EXERCISES

8-14 – 18-00
Dingo Dawn, Bangor Sub base, WA.  Command   
Eleanor Castle FEMA


Post Exercise.




425 487 4697

8-16 & 17-00
Tabletop and deployment.  Portland, OR

USCG LTJG Curt


USCG MSO. Includes Hazardous Material

Van Hauter (503)


And Oil Spill response.



247 4013

8-25-00
Deployment exercise, Naval Air Station

Jim Johnston (360)


Whidbey Island, WA




257 4430

9-12 to 13-00
WNP2, Full scale Ingestion exercise for

Larry Moore, FEMA


WA & OR counties near WNP2


425 487 4743

9-13-00
Deployment Exercise, Yellowstone


Kim Barre (509)


Pipeline, Spokane, WA



536 8414

9-22-00
Deployment exercise, ARCO Cherry Point
Bill Pattenaude, (360)


Blaine, WA





371-1216

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

Asia Pacific Conference on Disaster Medicine;   University of British Columbia, Canada.  First time in North America.  September 27 –30, 2000.   Contact: 604-822-6002.

THE NEW MILLENIUM – THE ROAD AHEAD.  13th Annual Emergency Preparedness Conference. Vancouver, BC.  http://epma.bc.ca/epc 

POTPOURRI

1) Body Chemistry, Part III.     MAGNESIUM;  Sixty percent of the magnesium in your body is found in your bones and the remainder is equally divided between your muscles and other tissues.  Low magnesium level can be linked to chronic alcoholism, poor absorbtion and acute pancreatitis.  Increased concentrations are found in dehydration and diabetic acidosis.  UREA NITROGEN (BUN);  Your liver is responsible for the synthesis of urea as a part of protein metabolism.  The kidney is primarily responsible for the excretion of urea.  Elevated levels of urea are associated with high protein diets, dehydration and with kidney disease.  Reduced levels of urea may result from liver disease.  

2) Beware the “Expert”.  Recently, I heard a good definition of the word, “Expert”.  “Ex” means a has been, and “spurt” is a drip under pressure.  

3) Interesting ecology facts from Washington state.  In 1999 there were 3,450 reported in the state.  King (Seattle) county led the pack with 828 reported spills.  Asotin County (Clarkston) had the least with 1 spill.  In 1999 there were 789 field responses by DOE to clean up clandestine drug labs.  This compared with 349 in 1998 and 203 in 1997.

4) If you would like a copy of the latest video, book and CD lending library list, let me know, it has all of the listings up to July.  Also available if you did not get one is the newest copy of the HazMat and Terrorism Internet address list.  It was updated as of 6-30-00. 

5) This is not HazMat related, but may be of interest to those of you interested in the EMS field.  The CDC has written a draft guide for state and local officials titled, “Pandemic Influenza: a Planning Guide for State and Local Officials”.  There seems to be a lot of interest lately in pandemics, so thought I would pass this on to you.  See the following website; www.cdc.gov/od/nvpo/pandemicflu.htm 

6) From USA Today, June 29.  “A government task force has unleashed its latest weapon in the fight against bioterrorism: foam.  Similar in appearance to standard firefighting foam, the chemical neutralizes deadly chemicals and biological agents including sarin, which was used in the 1995 Tokyo subway attack that killed 12 people, and anthrax, a pathogen widely recognized for its ease of production and mobility.  The foam is intended for use at emergency or disaster sites by “first responders”, who include firefighters, hazardous materials teams, bomb squads, paramedics and public works crews.  The foam can also be used in industrial settings, according to Arthur D. Little’s Technology and Innovation group of Cambridge, Mass., developer of the foam.  It will be available for about $10.00 per gallon as soon as commercial partners sign on.”   I will keep you posted on this.  

7) HazMat Acronyms.  DFG – Department of Fish and Game.  DOC – Department of Commerce.  DTG – Date/Time Group.  EPCRA – Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know.  FOSC – Federal On-Scene Coordinator.  FRA – Federal Railroad Administration.

8) Glossary of Terms; HazMat.  Abatement – The actions taken to reduce the amount, degree of hazard, or intensity of the release or threatened release of a hazardous material.  Absorbent material – A material designed to pick up and hold liquid hazardous material to prevent contamination spread.  Absorption – 1)  The process of absorbing or “picking up” a liquid hazardous material to prevent enlargement of the contaminated area; 2) Movement of a toxicant into the circulatory system by oral, dermal, or inhalation exposure.  Acceptable Risk – A risk judged to be outweighed by corresponding benefits or one that is of such a degree that it is considered to pose minimal potential for adverse effects.  

9) CHER-CAP.  You have by now noticed the new logo on this issue and the last.  CHER-CAP stands for Comprehensive HazMat Emergency Response Capability Assessment Program.  If your community would like to take a look at its capability to respond effectively to a HazMat incident, and possibly improve this capability, CHER-CAP may be what you are looking for.  I have a number of brochures and fact sheets on the program, a video describing the program, and I would be very happy to make a presentation to your department and other initially interested parties.  This presentation takes about an hour or so depending on the amount of questions.  If this is something you are interested in, give me a call for an appointment.  You have your choice of me coming to you, or you coming to visit the bunker here at Region X.  

10) If anyone is in desperate need of a copy of the Federal Response Plan, we have a few extra.  

11) The following information came to me in a roundabout way.  I will attempt to track down the original article and bring it here when I do.  At any rate, the NDPO (National Defense Preparedness Office) is encouraging LEPCs and SERCs to participate in, “the formulation of local, statewide and regional comprehensive bioterrorism preparedness and response systems and plans developed by State and local public health departments.  LEPCs that seek to participate in the development of bioterrorism preparedness plans are encouraged to take the following actions:  ……work with state and local public health agencies, ….. contact pertinent groups involved in bioterrorism preparedness and response that have received funding.”  Lastly, the report encourages State and local health agencies to work with LEPCs to develop the same plans.  The idea, in my opinion, is sound, all of us in the HazMat field should be aware of and be working with our SERC and local LEPC.  If you do not know who to contact in your local LEPC (or CAER unit), contact your county emergency manager or go to www.epa.gov/ceppo/lepclist.htm .

12) The Hazardous Materials Advisory Council has added a section on job opportunities in the field of HazMat to its website.  Check it out at www.hmac.org. 

13)  New CD available.  From FEMA & the National Urban Search and Rescue Response System, comes, “Structural Collapse Technician Course”.  I know this is nor strictly HazMat related, but felt you might want to pass this along to your USAR contacts.  Dated 7-2-00 it is Windows 95-98 compatible.

14) If you would like to see information on the whys and wherefores of the Cerro Grande fire in New Mexico, try, www.nps.gov/cerrogrande.  

15) Something you should check out if you are interested in something new that is coming in fire service training.  The National Fire Academy is working on a number of Off-campus initiatives to provide better customer service to its field constituencies.  You may view this at www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/pn072000a.htm.  

VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR LOAN

Video, & Instructor and Student manual

HM50/147

Federal Compliance & Regulatory Overview Training. 

From the National Association of Chemical Distributors 

Educational Foundation.  A training source to help 

understand safety, health and environmental regulations. 

Designed as an 8 hour course.

Instructional Guide and Audio tape

HM50/148

You Be the Chemist.  Grades K-3.  From the Chemical 

Education Foundation.

Instructional Guide and Video

HM50/149

You Be the Chemist for grades 4-6.  From the Chemical 

Education Foundation.

Video and accompanying literature

HM50/150

How to Shelter-in-place.   From the Marion County,

Indiana, Hazardous Materials Planning Committee.   

Video is 5.5 minutes

Video and Instructional Guide

HM50/151

Handling HazMat Incidents Responsibly.  From the 




Chemical Education Foundation.

Planning Guide

HM50/152

Emergency Operations Center/command Center Guidance 

Document.  From the Union/Middlesex (New Jersey) 

Hazardous Materials Advisory Council.

Book HM50/153
Funding Alternatives for Fire and Emergency Services.   

From USFA and FEMA, December 1999.

Video
FR100/70
EENET, “National Fire Incident Reporting System 

(NFIRS)  Part 1, 5-24-00”

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

Due to vacation, busy schedule and lack of submissions, we will try again for next month.

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) Glossary of terms: terrorism related.  ACETYLCHOLINE;  a chemical neurotransmitter produced by nerve cells acting as a chemical “messenger” to stimulate the heart, skeletal muscles, and numerous secretory glands.  ACETYLCHOLINESTERASE;  An enzyme that normally hydrolyzes the neurotransmitter acetylcholine, thereby stopping its activity, but can be inhibited by organophosphates, carbamates and certain other “nerve agents”.  AEROBIC;  capable of living and growing only in the presence of free oxygen.  ANTHRAX;  a rod shaped aerobic bacteria Bacillus anthracis which is spore producing and exists in three forms; ; the pulmonary form is usually 100% lethal..  ATROPINE;  Therapeutic drug used as an antidote for nerve agents, is very effective in blocking the effects of excess acetylcholine.

2) I have copies of some articles handed out recently at a presentation by Dr. Ward Hinds the Public Health Officer for Snohomish County.  They are;  Copy of a Power Point presentation on “Agents of Bioterrorism, Article titled, “Bioterrorism as a Public Health Threat, and “Potential Biological Weapons Threats”.  Let me know if you would like copies.

3) On September 26, 27 and 28 from 1530 – 1930 there will be a live satellite broadcast from the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) on, “Biological Warfare and Terrorism Medical Issues and Response”.  If you need the satellite coordinates for this, give me a call.  

4) Acronyms, Terrorism.  BAL – military designation for Lewisite 


 antidote British Anti-Lewisite.  BDRP – Biological Defense 


 Research Program (DoD).  CAM – Chemical Agent Monitor; 


 Electronic detection device specifically for nerve agents.  CBDCOM 

· Chemical-Biological Defense Command (US Army).

5) Glossary of Terms: Terrorism.   Atropine – Therapeutic drug used as an antidote for nerve agents, is very effective in blocking the effects of excess acetylcholine.  Bacillus – a rod-shaped bacterium.  Bacteria – single cell living microscopic organism varying in size from 0.5 microns to 5 microns with a nucleus, intracellular structure, and a cell wall capable of duplicating itself through cell division.  Some types of bacteria can transform into spores which may last for years or decades.  Some types of bacteris can produce highly lethal toxins (botullinum).  Bacterial Agent – A pathogenic substance that can cause disease in humans and animals by means of two mechanisms; By invading living tissue or by producing poisonous toxins, or both.  









































































