FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards  and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 06-1-00 to 8-31-00.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.”     Will Rogers (1879 – 1935)

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

WMD FIRST RESPONDERS

www.wmdfirstresponders.com  

This site was created by first responders to help improve the response capabilities of emergency communications centers, EMS, fire, rescue, hazmat, law enforcement, bomb squads, SWAT, hospitals, public health, risk management, and other responder agencies/organizations.  Through information sharing, networking, planning, and research, first responders will be better prepared to respond to and manage terrorist events involving WMD.  Lots of good links and definitely worth the trip to see this one.                

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
TBA
OREGON
July 28, 2000, Warm Springs Reservation,

LEPC meeting.  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
7-18 & 19-2000  Anchorage


10-24 & 25-00   Fairbanks


1-16 & 17-01     Anchorage


4-17 & 18-01     Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
9-12 & 13, TBA, Probably Portland


12-5 & 6,  TBA, Probably Seattle

AK-RRT
TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

6-5 to 6-9-00

Air Monitoring for 

EPA at Bothell Army

Diane Ruthruff




for Hazardous Materials
Reserve Center










Ruthruff.Diane@epamail.epa.gov 

6-20 to 23-00

HazMat Awareness &
WSP Training


Aloha Watson




OPS Train the Trainer
Center, Shelton

360 753 0435

6-20 to 22-00

PIO Training


WA Emergency Mngt
Rosanne Garrand








in Tri Cities


1 800 562 6108


7-10 to 7-13-00
HazMat On-Scene

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Incident Commander




360 753 0435

7-18 to 20, 00
Introduction to 

WA Emergency Mngt
Rosanne Garrand




Emergency Management
at Tri-Cities


1-800-562-6108

7-18-00

Intro to ICS


Twin Falls, ID

          bds@bds.state.id.us 

7-22 to 7-26-00
Rope Rescue


Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore








FEE CHARGED

425-423-7635

7-24 to 27-00

HazMat On-Scene 

WSP Training


Aloha Watson




Command


Center, Shelton

360 753 0435

7-31 to 8-4-00
HazMat Technician

WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson








Center, North Bend, WA
360 753 0435

8-10-00

Responding to Chlorine
WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson




Emergencies


Academy, North Bend, WA
360 753 0435

8-14 to 8-18-00
HazMat Chemistry

Snohomish County DEM
Chris Colmore








Taught by WSP

425-423-7635

8-21 to 8-25-00
Exercise Design &

Oregon Emergency

503-378-2911

8-22 to 8-25-00
HazMat Ops level TTT
WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson












360 753 0435

8-28 to 8-31-00
HazMat On-Scene

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Incident Commander




360 753 0435

HOME STUDY COURSE HIGHLIGHT

IS 5   Hazardous Materials: A citizens Orientation.  This course provides a general introduction to hazardous materials that can serve as a foundation for more specific research.  To order or take the course online, see  www.fema.gov/emi/crslist.htm 

EXERCISES

6-13 & 6-14-00
Medical drills for WNP2 at Pasco and

Contact:  Larry Moore


Kennewick





FEMA 425 487 4743

6-15-00
DOE Drill “Bold Endeavor”  Richland

          “               “

6-17-00
Emergency Worker drill for WNP2



“               “


at Connell, WA

7-27-00
LAB Drill for WNP2 and Oregon at
Corvallis

“               “

8-14 – 18-00
Dingo Dawn, Bangor Sub base, WA.  Command   
Eleanor Castle FEMA


Post Exercise.




425 487 4697

9-12 to 13-00
WNP2, Full scale Ingestion exercise for

Larry Moore, FEMA


WA & OR counties near WNP2


425 487 4743

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

WMD & MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES.  June 15 & 16 at the Hilton Hotel at Dulles Airport in Virginia.  Presented by the Armed Forces Journal with help from IAFC, IAEM, National League of Cities and the National Guard Association.  Contact is Marty Masiuk at the IMR Group at (410) 987 2075 or by email at marty@imrnet.com 

 Hot Zone.  Ft. Worth Texas. June 21 – 24.  A joint venture of FEMA and EPA designed for the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.  Information is available at www.hotzone.org  Thanks to Russ Bookser for bringing this to my attention. 

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  Workshop & Exhibition.  “Moving Preparedness, Mitigation and Response Into the Next Century”  Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO.  303-384-6497 or, www.nrel.gov/surviving_disaster  Sponsored by FEMA & National Renewable Energy Laboratory, in conjunction with Dept of Energy.  
June 11 – 15, 2000

Responding to Acts of Terrorism, An In-Depth Summit for Emergency Responders.   July 10-12, 2000 at the Kellogg Conference Center, Washington, DC.  Covers Evidence gathering, proper on-scene procedures, detailing an advanced emergency plan, evaluating and understanding PPE, sustaining preparedness and case studies.  See www.nigi.org/h0116.htm or call 888 670 8200 for brochure.

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE

August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be 

a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 

Association of Contingency Planners, International Symposium.   August 14 – 16, 2000 in Seattle.  Call (425) 865 2797 or visit the website at, www.acp-wa-state.org/symposium  

Asia Pacific Conference on Disaster Medicine;   University of British Columbia, Canada.  First time in North America.  September 27 –30, 2000.   Contact: 604-822-6002.

POTPOURRI

1) In the April 2000 issue of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin there is an article by a Special Agent with the DEA Methamphetamine program titled, “ Clandestine Drug Labs, Chemical Time Bombs”.  It is a good, overall view of many different aspects of the problems with drug labs.  Let me know if you would like a copy of the article.     

2) Public comments on proposals concerning access to off site consequence analysis as a result of releases covered by the Risk Management Plans under the Clean Air Act are being accepted by the EPA until June 8.   If you are concerned about this possible access one way or the other, see www.epa.gov/ceppo for further information.

3) BODY CHEMISTRY; Ever wonder what doctors are testing for in those blood samples.  Here are two examples and an explanation.  More to follow in future issues.  SODIUM; The amount of sodium in your body is a reflection of the balance between sodium intake and sodium excretion.  Sodium intake depends on the amount and type of food you eat.  Sodium excretion occurs primarily through the gastrointestinal tract, the skin and the urine.  Elevated levels are associated with pregnancy, some kidney diseases, liver disease and heart disease.  Reduced levels of sodium are found with vomiting, diarrhea, excessive sweating and in some types of kidney and adrenal diseases.  POTASSIUM; Most of the body’s potassium is stored in muscle.  The amount of potassium in your body is a result of the balance between potassium intake and output.  Increased levels are generally associated with high potassium diets or potassium supplementation while decreased levels are associated with the use of certain diuretic medications, and in certain types of renal and adrenal disease.

4) The following is an informative, not commercial presentation.  If you are interested in re-breathers, contact Litton Life Support (Dean Cantrill or Nadine Buckhahn) at (319) 383-6254.  They have a NIOSH publication, which compares the performance of various re-breathers and also a list of users.  I have noticed lately that there seems to be a lot more interest in this, probably due to the fact that they provide extended time in suit without having to exit for a bottle change.  Is anyone out there using re-breathers?  If so, let me know what your experience has been and I will put it in the following issues.

5) MSDS sheets available free online.  Go to www.WorldSafety.com.  Use the home page to access this.  Also available there is a link to a US Army training site, under site of the month, that lists various short briefings that can be used for training.

6) Four alarm remedy!  For all of you who like your chili accompanied by a CO2 fire extinguisher, beware, the American Chemical society has said that spices such as Chili Powder, Pepper and Tumeric can actually prevent destruction of some E. coli bacteria in irradiated (low level) food.  The plus side is that these same spices might also protect healthy tissue in people who are having radiation therapy.  Another plus is that you may well be able to find the food by the glow in the dark.  The final word is that the intensity of the irradiation of food will still kill any bacteria.

7) BOOK REVIEW.   “Zero Option” by P.T. Deuterman.  A 1998 book from St. Martins Press.  Paperback.  The author has written several other books I have enjoyed.  On the Hammond scale of rating a book form 1 – 10, I would rate this book a 7.  A rating of ten means that even if there are a gazillion books I have not read, this one would be worth reading again.  Very few books fall into this category, examples are; “The Watchers” by Dean Koontz, “To Kill a Mocking Bird”, by Harper Lee and “Dune”, by Frank Herbert.  A rating of one means I could not get the book started, the type is small, I could not get past the opening credits and the cover is ugly, so why bother.  

8) Update on the increased HMEP grants.  At this point in time, the appeals have been disallowed and the increases took effect on May 1.  It remains to be seen if any lawsuits will be filed over this.  Thus, we should see some increased funds available for HazMat training and exercises.

9) I’ll keep an eye on this one and let you know what finally comes about.  There are at least three bills pending which propose changes to pipeline safety.  Several of these require that the pipeline companies work with SERC’s and LEPC’s.  (NO mention of TERCs).  

10)   In Washington State, responses to drug labs have increased from 38 in 1990 to 789 in 1999.  These responses have nearly doubled every year since 1994 and 2000 is well on its way to double the figure of 1999.

11) Many of you will, no doubt, remember one of the bad fumigants called methyl bromide.  Well, EPA has registered a replacement for this called Messengertm.  This is a protein that helps the plant defend itself from pests rather than kill the bug.  A company in our town of Bothell, Washington is the developer.   For more information on the new product, see, www.epa.gov/pesticides/biopesticides. 

12)  Do you have a problem with recruiting and retaining volunteers in your fire service agency?  If so, you might want to check a report by the USFA titled, “Recruitment and Retention in the Volunteer Fire Service – Problems and Solutions”.  This was published in cooperation with the National Volunteer Fire Council.  If you need a phone number, let me know.  

13)   Yes, it can happen.  An article in the Everett Herald from 5-21-00, relates that as a result of an employee complaint, Providence Everett Medical Center was fined $4,480 by the state Department of Labor & Industries for failure to supply protective clothing to people working in the hospital.  Complaints were that clothing was not available, employees did not know where to find it and some were taking contaminated clothing home rather than having it laundered at the hospital.  While this is not a very large fine, it points up the fact that all it takes to have an inspection is to have an employee complain.  When that happens, it is not just the specific complaint that is investigated, but many areas associated with the specific complaint.  At the National level, one of OSHA’s goals for FY 01 is to hire 63 more compliance officers.  Is this the start of something?

14)   Nice to see that someone feels HazMat is important.  The Natural Hazards Observer for May 2000 has a cover article by the EPA titled, “Hazardous Spills, Industrial Accidents, and Natural Hazards, The EPA’s Role in Disasters”.  The Natural Hazards Observer is a monthly publication by the University of Colorado, and an excellent source for information on natural hazards.  The publication is free by writing to, Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center, Institute of Behavioral Science #6, University of Colorado at Boulder, Campus Box 482, Boulder, CO     80309-0482.  You may also try the web site at www.colorado.edu/hazards.  

15)   The tentative date for the first shipment of low-level radioactive waste from the Hanford area to WIPP (Waste Isolation Pilot Project) in New Mexico, is scheduled for June 19.  From Tri-Cities area it will head south thru Oregon to the Boise area and then down through Utah.  The Yucca Mountain site in Nevada is still on hold.  This is the site for spent nuclear fuel.  

16) If you have not done so, you should check the America Burning Recommissioned Panel’s, “Findings and Recommendations” on the USFA web site at www.usfa.fema.gov.   There are some very timely and important points covered.  

17) Available from Rob Harper at Washington Emergency Management (1-800-562-6108) is a pamphlet in Spanish titled, “ Radiological Emergency Information for Farmers, Food Processors and Distributors”.   The booklet is also available in English.  

18)   TEPP.  Transportation Emergency Preparedness Program.  The TEPP mission is to assist DOE and other Federal, State, Tribal, and local authorities to prepare for response to a transportation incident involving DOE owned shipments of radioactive material.  There is a CD available, which provides training at awareness, operations and technician level.  In addition, this CD has seven drill scenarios from tabletop to full scale, and information on needs assessment.  For further information, see www.em.doe.gov/otem/program.html , or contact Susan Swoboda, Transportation Specialist, Waste Management Technical Services (509) 373 0241 or sue_swoboda@wmnsnw.com.  I have the CD available for loan, but have not had time to review it as of yet.  

19) Interested in being on an email list server from the CDC?  If so, visit the following site for about a dozen different topics, which may be of interest.  www.cdc.gov/subscribe.html 

20) Does your fire department have extra or old equipment you want to get rid of?  See www.wffal.org.  The World Fire Fighter Assistance League collects surplus equipment and ships it to fire departments in other lands.  I am sure that some of our surplus is better than having nothing at all in a foreign land.  I know that Police officers have done this same sort of thing with reconditioned ballistic vests for officers in foreign lands.  Lend a helping hand to those less fortunate than ourselves.  

21)   If you are interested in learning more about the problem of MTBE (a gasoline additive that has now been banned) there are two articles on it in the May edition of Environmental Protection Magazine.  If you cannot find it and would like a copy of the article, let me know.  A big main problem is that it affects ground water.  

22) On 9 May it was confirmed that a heroin addict in Oslo, Norway died from anthrax.  So, it does happen.  It is not known as of yet how the disease was contracted.

23) Two interesting articles in the May edition of “Firehouse” magazine.  The first is about the patron saint of firefighters, St. Florian, who was a Roman Centurion.  The day to honor him, and fallen firefighters, is May 4.  Remember that for next year.  The second article is on the 2000 edition of the Emergency Response Guidebook and the changes that have added 26 pages to the book.   If you do not get this magazine and would like a copy of either article, let me know.

NEW VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs

Video HM50/130


SEA Patch.  A commercial video of about 

three minutes on a magnetic patch system for barges and ships.

Video HM50/138
         

CAER and RMP’s in Your Community.  From 

Beach Cities CAER (California.  11 Minutes.  1999.

Video TER10/15
Surviving Weapons of Mass Destruction.  5-1-00.  US dept of Justice Programs.  Produced in Seattle with Seattle Fire.  A chemical scenario.  24 minutes, public safety use only. 

HM50/134 & TER10/14
Weapons of Mass Destruction & The First Responder.  From the Office of Justice Programs.  1995.  Produced in Seattle.  24 Minutes.  Public Safety use only.  

HM50/135
Surviving Weapons of Mass Destruction.  1999.  From DOJ and OJP.  Chem-Bio.  12 minutes.  Public Safety use only.

CD HM50/133
CHRIS Manual

CD HM50/131
Chemical Preparedness and Prevention Office Library on CD, a One-Stop Reference.  From EPA, April 2000

CD HM50/132
Hazardous Materials Transportation Training Modules.  From USDOT, 2000

Book HM50/136
Personnel Accountability System Technology Assessment (PASTA?).  From USFA and FEMA December 1999.  Passport systems, electronic & otherwise,  2 in 2 out and others.

Book HM50/137
Hazardous Materials Response Technology Assessment.   Clothing, breathing, detection, monitoring, surveillance, decontamination, absorbents, foams, communications, vehicles, robotics, future technologies and others subjects.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month we highlight the Federal Way, Washington HazMat team.  Federal Way is Located between Seattle and Tacoma and mostly west of I-5.

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:  Jim Hamilton, Administrator, Al Church, Chief of Operations.

HAZMAT CHIEF:  Battalion Chief Patrick Kettenring  (Thanks to Pat for completing this survey)

POPULATION SERVED:   100,000 plus within the jurisdiction.  200,000 plus within the contracted service area.

TOTAL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL:  

92 assigned to Operations 

7 Assigned to Prevention

4 assigned to Training

13 Assigned to Communications

14 support positions

HAZMAT PERSONNEL:   

15 Technicians

12 HazMat Incident Commanders

EQUIPMENT:  One 24-foot custom Wells Cargo Decontamination Trailer.  This is towed by a 1991 Utilimaster (International Chassis) step van.  The decontamination trailer is designed to allow two people to decontaminate at a time in a private and controlled environment.  Additionally, the Utilimaster is set up as a mobile Command Post for large-scale incidents.  In addition, we respond one 20-foot  Wells Cargo Equipment Trailer towed by a 1988 Suburban that is also set up as a mobile Command Post.

TRAINING LEVELS:   15 Technicians are assigned to the team.  There are also 108 R&I and Operations level personnel available.

CHALLENGES:   Training, training and training.  Keeping our personnel trained and comfortable in the roles they will assume at an incident is vital.  Keeping pace with the evolving role of Hazardous Materials in the fire service (WMD, internet resources, equipment, PPE upgrades and so forth) is also very important.  We have specifically targeted personnel decontamination as an area that we want to improve, and work extensively with toxicologists during field events.   

GOALS:   We will strive to minimize the number of Hazmat incidents through proactive education and code enforcement. In addition, we will strive to minimize the magnitude of the incidents with a well-trained team.  Quality service will be provided at a reasonable cost; continuous improvement for our personnel will be stressed so that we can ensure that everyone goes home safe.  

MOST COMMON CALL:   Clandestine Drug Labs.  Specifically, the “Nazi” method; over the past three years, this constitutes 75% of our calls.

WHAT CHEMICALS OR HAZARDS POSE THE LARGEST PROBLEM; The chemicals commonly found in the clandestine drug labs.  Evaluating the lab to determine the production method, and, therefore, the chemicals used, pose an “unknown chemical” situation until the production method has been determined.  We also have Weyerhaeuser Research & Development facilities within our jurisdiction.  They occasionally work with designer and trade secret chemicals that require their chemists to provide technical assistance on responses.  Weyerhaeuser has their own spill response team, so we support their team on larger incidents.  

NUMBER OF CALLS PER YEAR:  15 – 20 annually

TERRORISM

NOTES

1) A website you may wish to visit.  www.frankcass.com/jnls/tpv_11-4.htm.  This is the Terrorism & Political Violence Homepage.  This is abstract from a quarterly journal that is also available to purchase.  There are a lot of subjects covered.  Thanks to Dennis Atwood of FEMA for pointing this one out.  

2) A voice in the wilderness.  I have a copy (I will send one if you wish) of the testimony of   Stan McKinney, director of South Carolina Emergency Management, on behalf of the National Emergency Management Association, before the House Subcommittee on Oversight, Investigations and Emergency Management, May 4, 2000.  In his testimony, Mr. McKinney supports expanding the Stafford Act definition of major disaster to include terrorist acts of violence.  In addition he supports keeping FEMA involved in this act with no dilution by adding more “Czars” to the Whitehouse and by adding an ESF for law enforcement in the Federal Response Plan.  He talks about building on what we have rather than creating something new.  My basic read is that he is supporting what most of us have been talking about for a long time, get down to the worker bee level in WMD events, and help us out.

3)  Another website to check out is, www.state.gov/www/global/terrorism/1999report/1999index.html .  The site is called, “Patterns of Global Terrorism 1999”.  Lots of overviews by country and other categories.  Thanks to Paul Maniscalco for the heads up on this one.

4) News for the terrorism site seems to be in the doldrums right now.  Congress is looking at a lot of different items and no major decisions have been made lately.  One thing that will be of interest when they are published will be the “lessons learned’ from the recent “Top Off” exercise.  My grapevine says there were some definite problems encountered and how we handle that will be a topic of much interest.  More next month, I hope.                  









































































