
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

GENERAL GUIDANCE TO APPLICANTS

For PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Federal environmental and historic preservation laws require compliance in order for applicants to receive ANY Federal funds for projects.  There are many laws that require compliance, however, the following are the laws most often reviewed before FEMA funds projects:

	· National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

· Endangered Species Act

· National Historic Preservation Act

· Coastal Barrier Resources Act
	· EO 11990 Wetlands Protection

· EO 11988 Floodplain Management

· EO 12898 Environmental Justice

· Clean Water Act (Section 404)


Based on specific policy guidance from FEMA, applicants are allowed to complete the following work:

· Emergency Actions (e.g. search and rescue, emergency care, issues of life safety)

· Debris Removal (not necessarily disposal)

· Repairs/restoration to pre-disaster condition (with no significant change in footprint to include the construction area), unless the structure is older than 50 years

· Temporary repairs, unless the structure is older than 50 years

The NEPA process and other environmental considerations must be reviewed prior to initiating the following actions:

· Debris disposal

· Hazard mitigation opportunities that may be available under Section 406 Projects of the Stafford Act 

· Any project where the footprint is different than pre-disaster condition

· Any project with known or suspected environmental concerns

· Any project affecting a historic site or structure, a threatened, endangered or proposed species, and/or a wetland

After consultation with the State and FEMA, the following actions may be initiated: 

· Improved projects

· Alternate projects

· Other projects in which the approved scope of work has been changed

Environmental Considerations And Contacts

FEMA-DR-1333-MN

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) assists individuals and communities in response to and recovery from disasters.  In providing this assistance, FEMA must ensure that numerous environmental and historic preservation laws and Executive Orders are met.  All applicants receiving FEMA assistance must obtain and comply with all applicable local, State and Federal laws, requirements and permits.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding.  FEMA provides environmental technical assistance for all concerns and questions.

Declared counties for DR-1333-MN include: in southeast Minnesota, Dodge, Faribault, Fillmore, Freeborn, Houston, Mower, and Winona; in the northwest are Becker, Clay, Norman, Clearwater, and Roseau; in the Twin Cities area, Ramsey and Dakota; and in the southwest, Yellow Medicine.  The White Earth Reservation is also declared. 
Please contact Environmental Specialists Kevin Caughman, (612) 215-0152, or Kate Gaynor, (612) 215-0149, at the Minnesota Disaster Field Office, if you have questions or need assistance.  If you need assistance after the Field Office has closed, contact the Regional Environmental Officer, Jeanne Millin, at (312) 408-5540.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION:

Within the disaster area may be historic structures – buildings, bridges, or archeological sites. Many of these structures may not be on the National Register of Historic Places but may be eligible for inclusion in the National Register.  Historic structures are protected under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.   A structure being considered for Federal assistance that is 50 years or older or that otherwise has specific historic cultural significance must be reviewed under Section 106 before any demolition, construction or repair activity begins.

Any previously undisturbed area that may be impacted by a proposed project – e.g., relocating a utility, road realignment, or a material borrow for construction – being considered for Federal assistance, must be reviewed with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for archeological concerns before initiating construction.  However, please be aware that plowing or other agricultural impacts do not constitute a previous disturbance.

The Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office is the responsible agency and houses the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).  The point of contact is Dennis Gimmestad at 
651-296-5462. 

Mr. Dennis Gimmestad  
Minnesota Historical Society

State Historic Preservation Office 

345 Kellog Blvd. West, St. Paul 55102

(651) 296.5462
dennis.gimmestad@mnhs.org
To expedite architectural review of historic and potentially historic structures (e.g., buildings, bridges or other structures), please submit the following information:

· A detailed project discription describing the property/structure(s)

· The age of the structure and, if known, current and past use

· Clear color photographs, either hard copy or digital (no photo copies please)

· The exact location of the structure— the address and a map marked with the location.

To expedite review for work that involves surface-level or subsurface ground disturbances, please submit the following information:

· A brief description of all proposed work (include depth for subsurface impacts)

· An accurate map and location of the project area (a USGS topographic quad sheet whenever available)

· Letter correspondence should be addressed to the SHPO Point of Contact.  Any potential archaeological sites should be mailed to Dennis Gimmestad.  The site marked on a topographical map is required.

If you have electronic photos of potentially historic structures, email these photos, addresses, and dates of construction to Mr. Gimmestad’s assistant, Sarah Jordan Beimers, Review & Compliance Associate.

Sarah.jordanbeimers@mnhs.org
NOTE – If any buried cultural materials are encountered after the work begins (e.g., wells, cisterns, foundations, basements, prehistoric Indian artifacts, or human burials) please cease work and immediately call the SHPO.

DEBRIS:
Debris Burning: Requests to burn must meet all local and State burning requirements and permits.    Permits are required for all burning and can be issued through your local Ranger District.  These permits are for vegetative materials only and include no other debris.


The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Foresters to contact for permits are listed below by county:

Becker, Clay, and Norman 


Shari Hegerle


218.847.1596

Clearwater, Mahnomen and the 

Mark Carlstrom

218.694.2146

White Earth Reservation

Dodge, Freeborn, Mower


Kurt Hinz


507.285.7433

Faribault




Randy Schindle

507.389.5371

Fillmore




John Kelly


507.765.2740

Houston




Randall Mell


507.724.5264

Winona




David Svien


507.523.2183

Dakota, Ramsey



Lawrence Westerberg

651.772.7929

Roseau




Bob Wennerstrand 

218.386.1304

Yellow Medicine



Greg Russell


320.231.5164

Solid Waste Disposal: For disposal of solid waste, contact Minnesota Pollution Control Agency at 800-657-3864, or the local Pollution Control Specialist at the offices listed below.

Southeast counties:  



Mark Hugeback 

Rochester, MN

507.280.5585

Yellow Medicine county:


Brad Gillingham







Marshall, MN







507.537.7146

Northwest counties:  



Roger Rolf

Detroit Lakes, MN

218.846.0774

Ramsey and Dakota counties:

Jess Richards

Metro St. Paul area

651.282.9885

Clearwater county:



Kurt Hoffman or Mike Dinndorf







Brainerd, MN







218.828.2492

Note: Debris cannot be stored, even temporarily, in a wetland area.  

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is the primary contact for federally listed, threatened, and endangered species.  Russell Peterson is the USFWS point of contact for the State. 

Russell Peterson, Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office

4101 East 80th St.

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

(612) 725-3548, x201

(612) 725-3609 (fax)

russ_peterson@fws.gov
USFWS biologists are assigned to the counties as listed below.
Southeast Minnesota counties including Dodge, Faribault, Fillmore, Freeborn, Houston, Mower, Winona, and Dakota, contact Gary Wege, Biologist, at (612) 725-3548 x207.

Northwest Minnesota counties including Becker, Clay, Mahnomen, Norman, Clearwater, Roseau, and Yellow Medicine, and the White Earth Reservation, contact Paul Burke, Biologist, at (612) 725-3548 x205.

Ramsey county, contact Nick Rowse, Biologist, at (612) 725-3548, x210.

Reba Bicott-Denman, at (612) 725-3548 x200, is the secretary in the USFWS Twin Cities Field Office.  If necessary, contact Ms. Bicott-Denman by phone and arrange for a quick turnaround.  For all other projects, add the following to the consultation request:  “Because of the time-sensitive nature of our work, we would greatly appreciate a completion of your review within 2 weeks or as soon as possible.”  On all correspondence, state the county in which the project is located.
The DNR Fish and Wildlife Division is the primary contact for State-listed threatened and endangered species.  Contact: Karen Cieminski, Endangered Species Environmental Review Coordinator at (651) 296-8319. 

WORK IN OR AFFECTING WATER – SECTION 404 and 10 PERMITS (U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS):

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act apply to actions affecting waters of the United States.  This includes any part of the surface water tributary system (natural waters including small streams, lakes, ponds and wetlands) as well as isolated man-made waters such as stock tanks and construction or mining pits.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USCOE) administers both laws.  Examples of actions requiring permits include any construction, demolition, and dredging or filling in any part of surface water tributaries or systems including cutting roads and repair of damaged facilities.  

Obtaining permits is the responsibility of the applicant.  Unless it is an emergency action, obtaining permits must be done prior to construction.  


Contact the following project managers assigned to the counties as listed below.

Becker, Clay, Norman, Mahnomen and the White Earth Reservation:  Contact Leo Grabowski at (218) 829-8402.

Clearwater:  Contact Shelly Hanson at (218) 825-0515

Roseau:  Contact Jeff Koschak at (218) 829-2711.

Winona, Houston, Fillmore, Dodge, Freeborn, Faribault:  Contact Ms. Jan O’Malley at 

(507) 895-2064.

Ramsey:  Contact Tim Fell at (651) 290-5360.

Dakota:  Contact Dan Seemon at (651) 290-5380.

Yellow Medicine:  Contact Paul Richards at (651) 290-5372.

NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS OR PATHS:









Building of or cutting for new or temporary access roads or paths must have an environmental review prior to commencement of any work.  This requirement also applies to debris removal activities.

BRIDGES AND CULVERTS

A “Permit to Work in Public Waters” is required for any construction or reconstruction of culverts or bridges.  Contact your local area DNR hydrologist as listed in the next section.

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT, Executive Order 11988

FEMA reviews all flood management projects that take place in the floodplain.

Mr. David Schein, Sr. Floodplain Management Specialist

Hazard Identification & Risk Assessment Branch

FEMA – Region V

536 S. Clark St.

Chicago, IL 60605-1521

(312) 408-5539

(312) 408-5551 (fax)
david.schein@fema.gov
Any activity or project occurring in the floodplain must comply with Executive Order 11988 and must follow the eight step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9. 
Actions exempt from this E.O.:
· Debris removal
· Repairs or replacements under Section 406, Stafford Act, of less than $5,000.
For specific information, contact the Statewide Floodplain Program Manager, Tom Lutgen, at (651) 296-0522, or the DNR Division of Waters’ hydrologists assigned to each county as listed below.

Fillmore, Freeborn, Dodge, and Mower:  Contact Bob Bezek, Area Hydrologist, (507) 285-7423.

Winona and Houston:  Contact Bill Huber, Area Hydrologist, at (651) 345-5601.

Faribault: Contact Doug Losee, Area Hydrologist, at (507) 389-2151.

Ramsey:  Contact Molly Shodeen, Area Hydrologist, at (651) 770-7915.

Dakota:  Contact Mr. Pat Lynch, Area Hydrologist, at (651) 772-7917.

Clay, Norman, and Becker and Mahnomen counties including White Earth Reservation lands within the latter two counties:  Contact Bob Merritt, Area Hydrologist at 

(218) 847-1580.

Clearwater county and areas of White Earth Reservation in Clearwater county:  Contact Kirk English at (218) 755-3638.

Roseau:
Contact Patty Peltier at (218) 681-0947.

Yellow Medicine:  Contact the Regional Hydrologist, Dave Leuthe at (507) 359-6053.

PROTECTION OF WETLANDS, Executive Order 11990

Any modification to a wetland must comply with this Executive Order and must follow the eight step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9. 

Debris cannot be stored in a wetland, even temporarily.

Debris removal from a wetland and/or any other demolition, repair or construction must be coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and with the State Department of Natural Resources.  

Federal contacts for wetland delineation and impacts are the project managers assigned to the counties as listed below.

Becker, Clay, Norman, Mahnomen and the White Earth Reservation:  Contact Leo Grabowski at (218) 829-8402.

Yellow Medicine:  Contact Paul Richard at (651) 290-5372.

Clearwater:  Contact Jeff Koschak at (218) 829-2711.

Roseau:  Contact Shelly Hanson at (218) 825-0515.

Winona, Houston, Fillmore, Dodge, Freeborn, Faribault:  Contact Ms. Jan O’Malley at 

(507) 895-2064.

Ramsey:  Contact Tim Fell at (651) 290-5360.

Dakota:  Contact Dan Seemon at (651) 290-5380.

State contacts for wetland delineation and impacts are the DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist per region as listed below.

Don Nelson, Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist

DNR – Region V, SE Minnesota

(507) 281-7779

don.nelson@dnr.state.mn.us
Paul Stolen, Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist

DNR – Region I, Northwest Minnesota

(218) 755.4068

Victoria Poage

DNR – Region IV, Southwest Minnesota

(507) 359-6073


Wayne Barstad, Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist

DNR -- Region VI, Central Minnesota

(651) 772.7940

DNR Division of Waters’ contacts for wetland issues are as follows:

Mower County SWCD (Soil and Water Conservation District)

Jon Voz

101 21st St. SE, Austin, MN 55912 

(507) 434-2603 

(507) 434-2680 (fax) 

jdv@mnaustin.fsc.usda.gov
Fillmore County SWCD 

Jeremy Maul

900 Washington NW, Box A, Preston, MN 55965 

(507) 765-3878 

(507) 765-4415 (fax)

jsm@mn.nrcs.usda.gov 

Freeborn County Planning and Zoning

Richard Hoffman

(507) 377-5186 

(507) 377-5160 (fax)

Dodge County Planning and Zoning

Mark Gamm, Water Planning Coordinator 

P.O. Box 337, Mantorville MN, 55955

(507) 635-6273; (507) 

635-6265 (fax)

ADDITIONAL STATE CONTACTS:

Work in or affecting State Forests and Wildlife Management Areas

The Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest comprises 35,000 acres in Fillmore, Houston, and Winona Counties.  For further information, contact:

Jim Brooks

DNR – Region V

2300 Silver Creek Road

Rochester, Minnesota 55906

507.280.5580

507.285.7144 (fax)

The Lost River State Forest, White Earth State Forest, Two Inlets State Forest, and Smoky Hills State Forest are in DNR – Region I.  Contact:

Larry Hegstad

Bemidji Region Forestry Headquarters

DNR – Region I

6603 Bemidji Avenue North

Bemidji, MN 56601-8669

218.755.2893

218.755.4063 (fax)

DNR – Region VI (Ramsey county)

Peggy Sand

Metro Region Forestry Headquarters

1200 Warner Road

St. Paul, MN 55106

651.772.7562

612.772.7599 (fax)

A State Whitewater Wildlife Management Area comprising 30,000 acres is located mostly in Winona County.  For further information, contact Jon Cole, Area Manager, (507) 932-4133.

Demolition, Debris Burning, Air Emissions, Hazardous and Toxic Substances

These activities must meet all local and state requirements and permits.  The emergency point of contact for the three areas declared in this disaster are:

Mike Rose, Emergency Response Coordinator

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

South District Office (Rochester Sub-district)

Rochester, Minnesota 55906

(507) 281-7766

michael.rose@pca.state.mn.us
Walter Haas

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Detroit Lakes Office

(218) 828-6073

Dick Kable

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Metro Area

(651) 297-8668

Work in or Affecting Prime or Unique Farmlands
The USDA – National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) should be consulted for any project or activity that could potentially affect prime or unique farmland.  

John Brach, State Coordinator 

National Resources Conservation Service

375 Jackson Street

Room 600

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

(651) 602.7880

(651) 602.7914 (fax)

Douglas, Faribault, Fillmore, Freeborn, Houston, Mower, and Winona counties:







Robert Romocki


330 Elton Hills Drive

Rochester, Minnesota 55901-2476

(507) 289.7454

(507) 289.3742 (fax)

Yellow Medicine county:


Michael Apple







1401 Peterson Street







Marshall, MN 56258







(507) 537-0541







(507) 537-0734 (fax)

Clay and Becker counties:


Scott Smith


413 West Stanton Avenue

Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2505

(218) 736.5445

(218) 736.7215 (fax)

Norman, Mahnomen, Roseau, Clearwater, and the White Earth Reservation:



Dave Jones


017 Highway 59 SE

Thief River Falls, Minnesota 56701-2904

(218) 681.6600

(218) 681.5598 (fax)

Dakota and Ramsey counties:

Craig Peterson



Room 650 Earle Brown Tower

6120 Earle Brown Drive

Brookland Center, Minnesota

(703) 566.2941

(703) 566.3468 (fax)

ADDITIONAL CONTACTS:

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):  

To report spills, hazardous materials and other emergencies:  312-353-2318 (24 hours)

For general information:  312-352-2000

REMINDER:

Any applicant for FEMA assistance must obtain and comply with all local, State and Federal environmental and historic preservation laws, requirements, and permits.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding, so let us know if we can provide you with any assistance.

For FEMA general environmental information also see Internet address:  

www.fema.gov/reg-vi/env/
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