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**** Note:  This document is for draft purposes only.  Please download and save prior to making changes.  All areas should be reviewed for relevance to current disaster and edited as necessary.  Highlighted areas indicate contacts, agencies or phone numbers that MUST be updated.  It should not be considered all-inclusive for every situation.  ELOs might consider adding commonly used forms and local guidelines for projects such as decontaminating wells.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION AND CONTACTS

FEMA-####-DR-VA
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is here to assist communities in responding to and recovering from disasters.  This information package is designed to address the necessary federal and state regulations and guidelines to facilitate your application process.

Included within our responsibilities is the requirement of ensuring compliance with numerous state and federal environmental and historic preservation laws.  It is necessary for any applicant receiving FEMA assistance to obtain required permits and comply with all applicable local, State and Federal laws.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding. 

We are available for technical assistance.

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact a FEMA environmental specialist at the XXXXXXX Disaster Field Office at ###.
We look forward to working with you.

The Columbia Gas Building

1700 MacCorkle Avenue, SE

Third Floor

Charleston, WV  25314

304-561-3000
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DEBRIS DISPOSAL AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Disposal of debris is a major concern following any natural disaster.  Debris may come in many forms, such as damaged building, downed trees, building materials, and hazardous waste.  The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality oversees and regulates demolition, removal, and reconstruction and their possible effects on the environment.

GENERAL DEBRIS MANAGEMENT:

The principal role of the VDEQ is to offer advice to local officials regarding the various choices available for debris management and disposal.  Municipal officials are free to determine which available collection and disposal option best fits their situation.  Once a decision has been made, the VDEQ will assist local officials in carrying out that decision. 

Communities considering disposal options that include stockpiling, burying or burning are encouraged to contact the VDEQ for assistance in determining if hazardous materials are involved and documenting compliance with applicable Federal laws and State guidelines.  This documentation is required for individuals or communities who are applying for federal aid or funding, and failure to complete it may cause you to lose your funding.  VDEQ guidance is also recommended for the simple reason that hazards are not always immediately visible and safe disposal options are not always clear.  If you have any questions, you are encouraged to contact FEMA, VDEQ, or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (see Helpful Contacts in the back of this package for numbers). 

ASBESTOS and HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

The VDEQ normally requires notification prior to demolition or renovation of any buildings, outbuildings, or other structures, to control the release of asbestos to outside air.  The VDEQ recommends reasonable care be taken to reduce dispersal of asbestos during removal and transport of the debris to the disposal site.  Further, the VDEQ recommends, to the extent possible, that any asbestos containing materials (ACM) not be burned but be separated for disposal in an approved landfill.  Although the VDEQ expects the primary source of ACM will be from commercial/industrial buildings, small amounts of ACM may be present in residential dwellings in the following form:

· Thermal, fireproofing and acoustical insulation materials (insulation for boilers, pipes, incinerators, autoclaves, furnaces, cooling towers)

· Transite (an asbestos cement product usually found in large gray colored sheets)

· Resilient floor tiles

· Roofing felt

Special care should be taken in the removal of these types of debris from commercial establishments that manufacture, sell or install ACM.  If you have any questions, you are encouraged to contact FEMA, VDEQ, or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (see Helpful Contacts in the back of this package for numbers).

For hazardous chemical spills or contamination caused by the disaster, such as oil spills or well pollution, do not attempt to clean without assistance.  Immediately contact:  

· FEMA, Disaster Field Office, Environmental Liaison Office, ________, #### 
· Hazardous Materials and Oil Spills National Response Center, 1-800-424-8802

DEBRIS BURNING:

As open burning is normally prohibited by state rule, VDEQ discourages open burning as a primary disposal technique. However, some exceptions in emergency situations will be granted on a case-by-case basis by the VDEQ.  If burning is determined to be the best option and VDEQ approves, it is required that the following materials be sorted for recycling, disposal in a landfill, or special disposal as a hazardous waste.

· Explosives (ammunition, re-loading equipment, black powder, military ordinance, fireworks)

· Fuel containers, metal or plastic

· Pressurized gas cylinders/tanks (propane tanks, acetylene tanks, refrigerant containers)

· Containers of petroleum based liquids, solvents, chemicals, etc.

· Off road gas powered equipment (lawn mowers, tractors, edgers, leaf blowers and other lawn equipment, chain saws, 4-wheelers, etc.

· Lawn and garden supplies (fertilizers, pesticides, etc.)

· Pool chemicals

· Tires

· Automobile batteries

· Bicycles

· PVC pipe

· Large household appliances (refrigerators, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, etc.)

· Radioactive waste

· Industrial/commercial hazardous waste

· Medical waste

· Automobiles

· Electrical transformers

Any appliances that could potentially contain freon or other chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) cannot be disposed of until they have been certified as being free of freon or CFCs.

All of the materials listed above may NOT be burned and must be disposed of at an approved disposal facility specific to each type of material.  In most instances, these materials or other wastes may be disposed of at the Household Hazardous Waste facilities that are being organized through the cooperative efforts of various cities, the VDEQ and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The contacts listed below will provide information on proper disposal practices for any hazardous substance or waste listed above.  For further information, contact:

· VDEQ Division of Waste Program,  (804) 698-4146

· VDEQ Air Quality Division,  (804) 230-7739

· VDEQ EIR Program Manager,  (804) 698-4325

DEMOLITION, REPAIR, RECONSTRUCTION, AND RELOCATION

FEMA is required by the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) to take into account the effects of demolition, repair, reconstruction and relocation on historic properties within the disaster area.  A historic property is any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. This term includes properties of traditional religious and cultural importance to an Indian tribe, Native Alaskan or Native Hawaiian organization.  Many of these structures are not on the National Register of Historic Places, but may be eligible for listing on the National Register.  Properties eligible for listing are afforded the same review under NHPA.  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires FEMA to consult with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on projects prior to providing federal funding.  Any structure receiving Federal, state, or municipal assistance that is 50 years or older, or that otherwise has specific archaeological, historical, cultural or architectural significance, must be reviewed before beginning any demolition, repair, reconstruction or relocation activity.
Structures/Buildings:  Before beginning any demolition, construction or repair work that involves historic and potentially historic structures, (i.e., buildings, bridges or other structures) please submit the following to the SHPO through FEMA:

· A project scope describing the property/structure(s), age, exact location and address, current and past use (if known), and proposed work.

· Clear photographs, hard copy or digital (no photo copies please) of all sides of structure.

Contact:  

· FEMA Environmental Liaison Office, (city) Disaster Field Office, ####
· State Historic Preservation Office, Cara Metz, Department of Historic Resources, (804) 367-2323  Ext. 105
Relocation and New Construction:  Before beginning any project that involves ground disturbance such as leveling plots of ground or digging utility trenches, the area must be reviewed by the SHPO for archeological concerns.  Projects may include road realignment, relocating a utility, constructing a material borrow pit or a new debris disposal site.  Archeological concerns may not be immediately apparent to the average person, and care must be taken not to disturb sites containing possible clues to our history.  Archeological materials may come in the form of buried human remains, Native American camp sites, stone tools, abandoned industrial facilities such as factories and mines, historic house foundations, wells, outhouse pits, and trash scatters.  Failure to take appropriate care may result in loss of federal funding.

Prior to beginning any project on previously undisturbed areas, the following must be submitted to the SHPO through FEMA:

· An accurate map of the project area with the project boundary clearly indicated.

     (SHPO prefers a USGS topographic quad sheet whenever available.)

· A brief description of all proposed work (include depth for subsurface impacts) 

· NOTE - If any buried cultural materials are encountered after the work begins, (.such as wells, cisterns, foundations, basements, prehistoric Indian artifacts, or human burials) please cease work and immediately call the SHPO.   

For reviews of any work that involves surface-level or subsurface ground disturbances, please contact: 

· State Historic Preservation Office, Cara Metz, Department of Historic Resources, (804) 367-2323  Ext. 105
THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

There are numerous species within the disaster area that are protected under the Endangered Species Act, including birds, mammals, fishes, reptiles, amphibians, and plants.  These species may be listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or various state agencies.  Since every state is different, and many (such as Pennsylvania) have multiple lists with different agencies, FEMA strongly recommends that you seek professional assistance regarding endangered and threatened species prior to beginning any project.

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Virginia-listed threatened and endangered species 

· For Southwest Virginia (540) 623-1233; for all other areas (804) 693-6694.

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for Federally-listed threatened and endangered species. Ronald Lamberton, Northeast Regional Director, (413) 253-8300. 

WORKING WITH WATER RESOURCES  

There are many guidelines dealing with construction, demolition, etc., near or in water sources.  Any action which might result in construction equipment working in water, dumping in water, dredging, filling in any part of surface water tributaries, including small streams, lakes, ponds, stock tanks, construction and mining pits, and wetlands, or any other similar actions, require permits and must be coordinated before work begins.  This includes any construction or repair of culverts and bridges.  Obtaining permits is the responsibility of the applicant or person performing the work.  Unless it is an emergency action, i.e., immediate threat to life or property, coordinating and obtaining permits must be done prior to initiating any site activity.  

The following are some of the regulations affecting water sources.  Sec. 404 of the Clean Water Act and Sec. 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, apply to actions affecting waters of the United States.  Both are administered by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The VDEQ Water Quality Division protects ground and surface water quality and minimizes existing and potential water contamination from other than hazardous wastes and chemical spills.  Notification of spill or breakage to existing systems or facilities for which discharge permits currently exist is required.  The VDEQ Water Quality Division performs all state certifications under Section 401 of Section 402 National Pollution Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) permits issued by EPA and Section 404 permits issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Contact:

To obtain information on these requirements, including securing permits for this disaster, 

contact: 

· U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District: (757) 441-7068.

· U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District: (304) 529-5487

WORKING IN A COASTAL ZONE

When working on or near coastlines, beaches, islands, salt marshes, or any transitional or intertidal areas, special care must be taken to preserve this special environment.  The state has determined a management plan for each area.  Projects within coastal areas are subject to approval and permits from State and Federal agencies, and require a review  to ensure consistency with the state plan.  Before beginning any work, any actions must be coordinated with coastal management agencies to determine the impact of the project.  The following information should be included as a minimum with any project proposal:

· Detailed maps, studies, and reports documenting project scope and surrounding areas.  Include any land extending inward to the extent necessary to control shorelines.

· Documentation of compliance and consistency with state coastal management programs and plans.

· Documentation of coordination with state and federal agencies.

For further information and assistance in applying for project approval, contact:

· FEMA Disaster Field Office, Environmental Liaison Office, _______________, ####
WORKING IN A FLOODPLAIN

Any new Federally funded construction in a floodplain must comply with Executive Order (EO) 11988 and must follow the eight-step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9.  Actions exempt from this EO are debris removal and repairs or replacements under Sec. 406, Stafford Act, which are under $5,000.  Failure to follow specific guidelines may result in loss of federal funding.  For specific information, before beginning any work on a floodplain, contact: 

· Your local county or city floodplain administrator for specific information, or 
· NFIP at 1-800-CALL- FLOOD
WORKING IN WETLANDS

Any modification to a wetland must comply with Executive Order 11990 and must also follow the eight-step process, including public notification, as identified in 44 CFR Part 9.  Debris cannot be stored in a wetland, even temporarily.  To remove debris from a wetland or conduct any other demolition, repair or construction activity in a wetland contact:

· U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Norfolk District: (757) 441-7068.

· U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District: (304) 529-5487

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Northeast Region, (413) 253-8300

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Virginia, (804) 693-6694

SPECIAL CONCERNS WITH RIVERS

Federal agencies may not assist by loan, grant, license, or otherwise any water resource project that would have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which a river was designated.  If a project is near or adjacent to any designated Wild and Scenic rivers coordination is required prior to construction.  There are currently no Federally designated Wild and Scenic rivers in the state of Virginia.  Any potential for impact of such rivers must be coordinated.  

Federal agencies are required to consult with American River Heritage Communities to ensure that federal actions will have a positive effect on natural, historic, economic, and cultural resources of the river communities.  If a project is near or adjacent to any designated American Heritage rivers, coordination is required prior to construction.  There are two Federally designated American Heritage rivers in the state of Virginia: the New River and the Potomac.  Any potential for impact of these rivers must be coordinated.  

For either concern, contact:

· New River Community Partners, (336) 372-8118

· Friends of the Potomac, (202) 467-4000

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Northeast Region, (413) 253-8300

· U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Virginia, (804) 693-6694
WORKING IN OR NEAR WILDERNESS AREAS, WILDLIFE REFUGES, NATIONAL FORESTS AND NATIONAL RECREATION AREAS

Federal agencies are responsible for insuring that Wilderness Areas, Wildlife Refuges, and National Recreational Areas remain unimpaired for the future use and enjoyment as wilderness and to provide protection of these areas for the preservation of the character of each wilderness area, refuge, or recreational area.  If a project is within, near, or adjacent to a designated wilderness area, coordination is required.

The following National Wilderness Areas/Wildlife Refuges/Recreational Areas are located within the disaster area: _______________________, (county).  Contact:  

· U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Region, (414) 297-1371.
The USDA Forest Service has # Ranger Districts located in (area).  Access to any debris removal from power line right-of-ways within a National Forest or use of the National Forest road system will require coordination with the Forest Service.  Contact:

· District Ranger, ____________________, ####
WORKING IN OR NEAR NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBAL LANDS OR GRAVES

Special concerns must be considered when working in or near Native American tribal lands.  The National Park Service is responsible for developing a systematic process for determining the rights of lineal descendants and Indian tribes to certain Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural significance.  Inadvertent or unplanned discovery of human remains and funerary objects will require that all work cease until the culturally affiliated tribes have been notified and consultation has been has been initiated.  Contact the Regional Environmental Officer through:  

· FEMA Disaster Field Office, Environmental Liaison Office, _______________, ####
LAND DISTURBANCE
Sites chosen for proposed mitigation alternatives within upland areas may require further coordination with natural resource agencies and land managers.  Because these areas support regionally common species of flora and fauna, construction on the proposed sites may have adverse impacts on local wildlife by reducing the amount of suitable habitat.  Site conditions must be documented using both the Record of Environmental Review and consultation with the state environmental protection and federal Army Corps of Engineers resource agencies.  Upon completion of construction, native species should be used to revegetate the site.  Consultation with State and Federal resource agencies will ensure that the project does not adversely impact regional species diversity.

In addition, coordination with the regional Natural Resource Conservation Service regarding soil disturbance should be initiated.

For information, contact:  

· FEMA Disaster Field Office Environmental Liaison, ___________________, ####
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITATS

In compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act, consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) must take place when any activity proposed to be permitted, funded or undertaken by a federal agency may have adverse impacts on designated Essential Fish Habitat.  Contact:

· The National Marine Fisheries Service Office, Northeast Region, Patricia Kurkul, (978) 281-9102.

· The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Northeast Region, (413) 253-8300

· The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Virginia, (804) 693-6694

REMINDER

Any applicant for FEMA assistance must obtain and comply with all local, State and Federal environmental and historic preservation laws, requirements, approvals, and permits.  Please be aware that failure to comply may jeopardize Federal funding, so let us know if we can provide you with any assistance.

For FEMA general environmental information also see Internet address: 

http://www.fema.gov/ax/mit/ep

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

GENERAL GUIDANCE TO APPLICANTS

For PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Numerous Federal environmental and historic preservation laws require compliance in order for applicants to receive ANY Federal funds for projects.  The following are the laws that usually affect FEMA funded projects:

	· National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

· Endangered Species Act

· National Historic Preservation Act

· Resource Conservation & Recovery Act

· Coastal Barrier Resources Act

· Comprehensive Environmental, Response,  

      Compensation & Liability Act (CERCLA)
	· EO 11990 Wetlands Protection

· EO 11988 Floodplain Management

· EO 12898 Environmental Justice

· EO 12941 Seismic Safety 

· Clean Water Act (Section 404)

· Clean Air Act


Applicants are essentially allowed to complete the following work in accordance with specific policy guidance from FEMA:

· Emergency Actions (e.g. search and rescue, emergency care, issues of life safety)

· Debris Removal (not necessarily disposal or storage/staging)

· Repairs/restoration to pre-disaster condition (with no significant change in footprint to include the construction area), unless the structure is older than 50 years

· Temporary repairs, unless the structure is older than 50 years

Before the following actions can be taken, NEPA and other environmental and historic preservation considerations must be addressed:

· Clean up and/or disposal of oil and hazardous materials.

· Debris disposal (other than to a permitted landfill).

· Any project where the footprint is different than pre-disaster condition

· Public assistance projects with hazard mitigation proposals

· Any project affecting a historic, or potentially historic, site or structure

· Any project affecting a threatened, endangered or proposed species

· Any project affecting a wetland

· Any project affecting a floodplain

· Any project with known or suspected environmental concerns

The following actions, whether approved by State or FEMA, must have an environmental review by FEMA prior to initiating construction:

· Improved projects

· Alternate projects

· Other projects in which the approved scope of work has been changed.

QUICK REFERENCE CONTACT LIST

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Disaster Field Office

ADDRESS

General Information:  ####

Environmental Liaison Office:  ####

Public Assistance:  ####

NATIONAL AGENCIES

Hazardous Materials and Oil Spills National Response Center

1-800-424-8802

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)




1-800-CALL FLOOD

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Huntington District

304-529-5487

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Norfolk District


757-441-7068

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Northeast Region)



413-253-8300

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Virginia)




804-693-6694

USDA Forest Service (Southern Region)




404-248-9142

VIRGINIA and REGIONAL AGENCIES

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (VDEQ)






Air Quality Division






804-230-7739


Division of Waste Program





804-698-4146

Department of Historic Resources (SHPO)




804-367-2323 Ext. 105

National Marine Fisheries Service Office (Northeast Region)

978-281-9102

U.S. Forest Service District Ranger





####

Fish Habitats

National Marine Fisheries Service

Northeast Region, Habitat Division

One Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, Maine  01930-2298

(978) 281-9102   Fax:  (978) 281-9333

Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional Administrator

Christopher Mantzaris, Deputy Regional Administrator

American Heritage Rivers

Potomac River Community Contact:  

Friends of the Potomac

1730 K Street, NW, Suite 300

Washington, DC  20006

(202) 467-4000   Fax:  (202) 467-4007

info@potomacfriends.org
Charles D. Estes, Chairman of the Board

Potomac River Navigator:

Dr. Glenn Kinser

National Park Service

P.O. Box 447

Sheperdstown, WV  25443

(304) 535-2906   Fax:  (304) 535-6059

Glnn_Kinser@nps.gov
New River Community Contact:

New River Community Partners

Post Office Box 1897

Sparta, North Carolina  28675

(336) 372-8118  Fax: (336) 372-8135

Patrick Woodie, Executive Director

pwoodie@skybest.com
New River Navigator:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntington District

502 8th Street

Huntington, West Virginia  25701-2070

(304) 529-5712  Fax: (304) 529-5136

Ben Borda

benb@lrh.usace.army.mil
National Forest System

USDA Forest Service

Southern Region

1720 Peachtree Road, N.W.

Atlanta, Georgia  30367

(404) 248-9142

Norm Heintz, nheintz@fs.fed.us
(404) 347-5292

Dave Purser, dpurser@fs.fed.us
Environmental Enforcement (Waste)

Division of Waste Program

(804) 698-4146  pager: (804) 351-2816

Mike Dieter

Alternate:  (804) 698-4249  pager: (804) 655-4493

John Ely
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