Weekly Assessment Supplement
DROUGHT CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK

	The East:  Recent rainfall has been heavy enough in western portions of the Eastern drought areas to eliminate wildfire and agricultural concerns, leaving these areas with primarily hydrological drought issues.
Farther south, very warm, dry weather overspread the southern Atlantic region, reducing topsoil moisture in the wake of earlier rainfall.  There is an increased risk of wildfire activity across central Florida, while many citrus growers were required to irrigate heavily during the bloom season.  As a result, abnormally dry conditions were expanded farther south into Florida.

The Plains and Midwest:  A narrow band of heavy snow (locally 1 to 2 feet) fell across eastern Wyoming, northern Nebraska, southern Minnesota, and portions of South Dakota, helping to bring a slight reduction of moderate to severe drought across the High Plains and reducing the scope of abnormal dryness in the upper Midwest.  In contrast dry weather persisted in central and western Iowa, allowing abnormally dry conditions to expand slightly.

Farther south, there was little overall change in the drought picture, although some abnormal dryness was eliminated across north-central Texas and eastern Oklahoma by rainfall that totaled at least 1 to 3 inches.

The West:  A snowstorm brought modest reductions in dryness/drought across the northern Rockies and northern Intermountain West.  Farther west, precipitation continued to chip away at abnormal dryness and moderate to severe drought from southeastern Oregon to the northern Great Basin.  At the same time, concerns about dryness increased across the foothills of the Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon and the adjacent Columbia Basin.

	


	

	

	

	


WEEKLY WEATHER HAZARDS ASSESSMENT

	· Heavy rain and possible localized flooding is forecast early next week from Missouri southwestward into northern Texas, on Monday, March 25 and Tuesday, March 26. 

· Heavy thunderstorms, some of which could be severe, may occur on March 24-25 from portions of the Lower Mississippi Valley southwestward to central Texas. 

· Freezing overnight temperatures are now probable for much of the Southeast on Friday night/Saturday morning, March 22/23. Tree blooms (such as peaches) may be especially vulnerable. 

· Long-term drought continues over portions of the interior Northwest, northern High Plains, portions of the northern and central Rockies, the middle Rio Grande Valley in Texas and New Mexico, and over a significant portion of the East Coast. A new area of drought has been identified centered near the western Kansas - Oklahoma border. All but the Rio Grande and southern Plains areas should experience further relief during the Assessment period. 
· Wildfire danger has reached very high to extreme levels over parts of the interior Southwest. Days with strong warm, dry winds will have increased risk.  (CPC)


	


SPRING FLOODING OUTLOOK

	Because much of the nation experienced a warm, dry winter, with the exception of portions of the South, conditions are less conducive to flooding than usual.  A swath of heavy rain March 2-3 across northern Florida and southern Georgia produced rises of 4 to 6 feet on some rivers and left this area susceptible to future flooding as well.

The Northeast is experiencing its mildest winter in 70 years.  Warm temperatures and below normal precipitation have limited the extent and depth of snow, with only the Tug Hill area in northern New York having close to normal amounts.  The lack of precipitation over the past year results in dry soils and low river levels in the Northeast.

Spring snowmelt flooding is unlikely in the Great Lakes and northern Plains, due to a remarkable lack of snow.   Snow depths of a foot or more are limited to parts of Wisconsin and Michigan.  Recent wet conditions have moistened soils and raised river levels in Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.  As a result, there is at least an average risk that flooding could occur.  

In most of the Midwest and northern Plains, river ice is not likely to cause flood problems this year. Several rivers in the Missouri River basin are ice covered, but the amount and extent is below average. 

After a dry winter last year that led to numerous water supply concerns, the Pacific-Northwest received average to above average precipitation this winter.  As a result, mountain snow also ranges from somewhat below normal to considerably above normal.  These conditions indicate an average risk of flooding this year.

Because of prolonged dry conditions, the flood threat is below average in the Southwest, the Intermountain region, the Rockies and most of the Plains.
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